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CHAP., I. 

For many clays after Ethelred's depar- 
ture, th^re was a coldness in Lqrd Wfd- 
drington's behaviour to his daughter, which 
he appeared at sonae pains to maintain,; 
but which, ne,vertbeless, sensibly afflicted 
her. She C;OuM not. rep^t of what she, 
had done, and hoped that in a short time, 
her father would becqme.as cordial t(>;v<ai:(A^ 
h^r as . every; but shej^afd r\or bee.n>acc*\s-r 
tomed to the depriv^f ipiilof his iaireeliojn \ 
she had never^ lje(ci|fe^ wjthift her reiyfpiu^ 
you II. , b' braiice. 
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brance, in any degree offended him, and 
now deeply lamented that she could not, 
consistently with her own notions of right 
and wr6ng, comply wJth all Kis Wislies. — 
Ethelred's parting gift had affected Jier, but 
only so far as to increase her regret that 
she could not return his love. The little 
wrapt up parcel he put into her hands, just 
before he left Edgehill, -contained the 
eventful bracelet, &nd ih€^ few written 
words I submit to your decision, since 
it must'be as you wolild have it ; but 1 will 
never forget you." 

, When she considered all fhe advanta'g^s 
Ethelred possessed, aiid which would pro- 
bably have recommended him to the ac- 
c!eptan(^fe x>{ aliiibst any other, Wohian than 
herself, 'with afffectidlis'equally disengaged, 
^e waife surprised at her own insefasibility^ 
:ind btem'^d herself for it, involuntary as it 
^R^. Sohli^tiilies, but always with an ef- 
fort, the fofced her thonghts to turn to- 
wards a fature tinion ^ifk bim^ but still 

fotihd 



foi^nd -her aTerseness so strong, as .to 
amount almost to antipathy. It was a re- 
lief x^hen she admitted the hope of his 
speedily forming ail attachment^o some 
Wfmw eridowed' wiilh tendener feelings; . 
and mo coquette ever tnore anxiously 
aowghjt Jo . fix Jicr^elf i;n the heart ,and .me* 
taury of an admirw, thftn Margi^na jvjshed 
Jilhelired might ^ndrjhfiflpu^eli mi;s(ftU^n,Vheh 
heibad said he should .never ftj'rgct her. 

As to Gbra Casth^, rtbaugh.she. seriously 
iaced:EthieJircd^ftett^5r ihsin ;^ny. person ake 
had ever seen,vand while .he prcaeut, 
believisd hcraelf .to be, and perbap, really 
was, .deapet^^lely im. \ Uve wi^h; hij», lb« 
more, as.Mprgiariar^. CQlduess-iiatt^redrfe^r 
hopes, yet, after his departure, her. accus- 
tomed vivacity did not continue long much 
pvfiTcast. .4SJae 'fljitt^ifed ftej:^erf jsbe JhQuId 
loion sce him. again inXrindoi)^:weai3^d, in 
•ontc , de^ee; ftfm f<^ud?n6»$. fxir . M;ar^. 
giaiii#/by k»v pe^;se>^ri|jgjrefusal of i^nv : 
ftar, I a$jB4wlfc4 ^iftdiiflforijuad jLord Widr 
B S (Irington 
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Hrington of what had past between, his 
daughter arid himself, and Lbrd Widdring- 
ton had repeated it to -Lady Rothes, it was 
no secret to Clara, who almost trembled 
when she reflected on what might have 
been the consequence* of her own folly> iw 
stealing the bracelet; for, *with the acute<^ 
ness of a person in love, she readily and 
rightiy concluded he had beien ertcouraged 
to break his long-continued silence, by the 
iDeliefof its remaining in Margiana's pos- 
session I she resolved no future act of her's 
should ever; precipitate another similar 
chance ; and,, from the knowledge she had 
now acquired of Margiana's character, still 
cherished the idea of inspiring Ethelred, at 
some future time, with a passion for 
herself. - 

Lady Rothes, leks prejudiced, was of a 
very different opinion. ' iSlhe saw that Clara 
was not the sort of woman likely ever to 
impress the mind of Winburne with a 
thought of lovQ ; but she forbore to mor*- 

tify 
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tify her friend, by uttering her«entinaents j 
and indeed hergeixeral health became now 
so much affected, by the situation she was 
in, and exertion of every kind grew so 
extremely irksome to her^ that she chiefly 
confined herself to her dwn apartment> 
and left her two young guests to anriuse 
themselves as the^ thought fit, separately 
or together. ^ 

: This letsure time was applied by Mar« 
giaifSs^ to the rtiost senuble purpose. Clara's 
uncle had a good collection of manuscripts 
for that unlettered period, and to these 
Margiana applied^ for pleasure and lm'>! 
provement Tliey aflforded her ^oth^ su^d 
ga\'e ber what .bad beeti almost the dnly 
adTantage she had before wanted, a know-* 
ledge of foreign literature ; for old Castles^ - 
in his youth, bad been miich abroad, and 
had brought -from thence some valuable 
writings of the works pf the best Italian 
authors ; and Margiana, in her early youth, 
5 . . » 3 had 
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had been rcttdered by her fathier a very 
e^ccellent Italian scholar. 

Glara had neither the abilities nor th* 
desire of participJi^ting iif this amusement> 
and therefore, when Maf giana w&s e^ng^ged 
in it, her resource was to ramble about ii| 
the fiel4§5, when thft wepther was finef 
sometimes with Lord Widdri«g(oft> byj: 
pftener alpne^ for he now began to be 
iniich ^li^lplo^ed inv^eiifing/. arkl se^^ng: 
joff di!Bpatob<?«,. the $iw^r» toc^^hicb. f^br 
iqnently plunged feii» ii^tp a tbougbtfuihesas^ 
ihaf .he :w|>«id .Ivalk out aipne to jnAul^e. 
OW Keodrew was always his trusty nrfst* 
ktog^ olf -Aist jdccaskm.^ and ihere. was 
a degree of m^fsteryrattfeBded bis jtMlimres^ 
(SO unlike t1iie toriBet tfpin amd iii'geiiiioiift 
d^ilinf^ d£ bet* &ther, ifatiilS MaT|{iaki&;feitifed 
he wals engaged in sonie' prOlitrkal schenm 
A^t risquired cantion and setreiy. 
. ■ i ' , . ) ;: L> I , ^ ' ■/ 

fite was Hi ttise righit. Ttiase fi^i^tits 

that 
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tbat Ifi^d occasioned a good deal of clamour, 
early after the accession of Heury the 
Fpurth, had now subsided into profound 
but treacherous silence. Dissatlsfacriop, 
as might ep^ily have been foreseen, rankled 
in tb^ bosoms of tboae proud Barons whose 
disappointed ambition or insfjiti^ble avarice 
led them now to hate thp sovereign whom 
they thought backward to reward their p^t 
f yilty s^rviges; and there was no alterna- 
tive l>etvcien 8|Uff<^riog him to reign ai)d 
terminating his exiatepce. 

His ngio^t inveterate fpes, ?t this perioi^j 
:were th^ E?\rls of Kent, Hnntiqg4on, and 
Salisbury ; fpr the ho\ise pf Nprthutpibcr- 
land sxi\l icoptinued in sucb hig^ fs^ypMr 
y;:i.tb th^e ICuig, 9s left theta up pretence (o 
desert his q^ise ; though the Earl himself, 
lyjho^e ptcide iciVjnea§ural)lf* seldom di3- 
l^uised his opinipn, that it yras spurcely in 
the power, jev^n of royalty itself, tobestp.w 
rewards op them equal to their deserts. 



lord 
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-V Lord Widdrington's faithful attachment 
to the deposed monarch being well knbwn, 
the conspiring Barons applied, in the first 
instance, for his concurrence with their 
project, which was to jseizne King Henry s 
person, and reinstate Richard on his throne. 
It is not to be supposed he endeavoured to 
dissuade them froiA their purpose. In 
promising to join them, he only followed 
the dictates of his own conscience; and 
would have esteemed himself a traitor and 
a coward^ had he refused them his assist- 
ance; but he differed in opinion Xrom 
some of them, respecting the time when it. 
would be most proper to display their sen* 
timents, an^ hazaixi their bold attempt. — 
"The* Earls of Salisbury and Huntingdon 
thought the favourable crisis was already 
arrived ; but Lord WiddringtoD, as well as 
the Earl of Kent^ judged it would bfe more 
advisable to wait awhile u^til their party 
strengthened, and the spirit of discontent 
became tnore general. This difference in 
their sentjments^ and a variety of other 

causes. 
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causes, induced the necessity of frequent 
interjcourse by letter; and Kendrew was a 
taan kn^Wn and trusted by the whole party^ 
through Lord Widdrington's recommenda- 
tioT^. Many of their communications, 
therefore, past through his hands ; and he 
looked forward to the restoration of the 
capttivekingi with an anxiety almost as 
•de?ep, and a zeal almost as glowing, as tho^ 
of his JLord. But a bare suspicion of the 
truth, unsupported by any cerbinty, gave 
extreme utifeasiness to the filial feelings of 
Matgiana. : To hav^ restored her lawful 
icing to his rights, she would cheerfully 
•haVe sacrificed her rank in soci^y, and her 
prospect of fufu^e^ffluence; but after 
having acknowledged (l«e sqvemignty . of 
"^h1^ successor, to endeavour 'his o^rthrow 
by ^cbncealed measures, bore so » much the 
^htfracter of treachetyy that she could not, 
without shuddering/^dmit the idea of her 
-^fathet b^tng concerned in^a; scheme of such 
•a hature, - Yet, hateful as it^^asj whfen she 

• dbserved Kcndrew's^ frequerij absences, she 

* «^ » ' , B 5 ^ could 



of his dispatches she fomd \¥a&'Who)ly ijin-' 
jkn(mn, ev^n to Lady Rolhes, m vhum 
Icrd Widdnngton had confident on ot^er 
oee^siolis, withii want;of disgurse-amou^V 
•iUg |c^indi$cr0tidn ; mi frocn^er cfVn ^ 
ctety he absented himself, !with :a ipiersfevch 
wnce she imagined q^uld -o^t-entirely ;pFOr 
tieed from any rosentfneot he. hjtd felt 
'a^rmt h^r on, Ethelred'9 a<coun;t»* It vrs^ 
^icobable/ <thierefore, his .mind <W2» occupied 
Iby some olgei^l: .0f ^peculi^r impor^npei; 
iahd she 'khcfw ihat olgoct w« pursued ^ith 
tnyutery. She knew he hs^ed [I^ry of 
Lancaster ti|^09:principlei and wquld die to 
«erve ICing Richard.; but sljre if a^ aWaware 
:rha^the dairger of ^i^gig^o^ in anj ^ev 
insuhreclion wa* (extreme, fr^m -the decH 
tiuve and severe chaniQterpf the;f^eM»t so- 
vereign. It *was J10 w^ndeTj ihef^lof^, if 
-the existing appearances eixcHlbd her utmost 
anxiety ; is^nreTer, she - e^Mseeaicd her. bus* 
;pirions ; never attempted *to draw ^x- 
qplaining woid irom Ktndtew> vtho^ 

tachment 
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tachflient to her so nearly approached ido- 
latry, that he perhaps could not have with- 
held from hqr ^ny secret she endeavoured 
to extract frgtn hin), and waited, with in- 
ward apprehension, and apparent qompo- 
sure, either fill time should reveal all, pr 
heriather, restoring her to bis hitherto al- 
ifio&t boundless cpuQdence, should <e:8;plain 
the purposes ih^t engaged his thoi;ghts. 

;Eth^|red .aud Wallqp had been gone 
pe^ir a niopth, when JCendrew, returning 
^from oiie.9f his ^cr^t ejxpeditions to thfi 
i>ei^bf>QurhQod of Lpuflon, brought ber,a 
^^tter froip^her.l^vpurUe IJafpld, which, as 
Jwe l>ad p^gfpfsed ..h^er §on)e inteWigen(^e 
;,co,^c^jcning ,J^cr j|ifter, she .I^d waited 
^it^ jtiucii imp^tjenqe. phe fpund the.iij- 
fofijwiipn^. it brought. ^^r (ir frpw .^atisifaq- 
itpijJi. ,Xt >ips4byai?;j:5re5pc4:--T 
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MY BEAREST LADY, 

I GREATLY wish yoiT was 
here; and your presence, from many 
, causes, is wanted by more ttian I. But 
you would have me talk of your sister 
and therefore I tvill begin by saying what, 
for your sake, I am very sorry for, that I 
see no reason to alter the opinion I formed 
some time ago, of her partiality for Lord 
Lothian, and his for her. I have bccasiton- 
ally met them both at the palace, and his 
attentions are as particular as they appeiir 
to be welcome. Lady Genevieve is civil 
and gentle to all, yet seems to suffer any 
interruption when he is talking to her, 
with impatience. This has not prevented 
my sometimes joining them, when their 
conversation, of course, became general ; 
but Lor^ Lothian, I believe,' is no more ^ 
partial to my society than I am^to his. He 
laughs at my roughness, and I at his courtly 
airs ; though, were it not for yourself and 
your fair sister, forwbose interests I would 
• • do 
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do very much indeed> I hope I should sel- 
dom waste a thought^ and still seldomer h 
word, on such a triffef. 

" A few days ago, seeing them deeply 
engaged, I bade Ethelred go and disturb 
the serperit.that was whispering in the ear 
of Eve ; but on his approach, the capri- 
cious fair one moved ofF, and placed herself 
near the Princess Philippa, where he did 
not presume to follow her. 

"Yet though her want of judgment is 
such as raises my wonder iiv a sister of 
y bur's, her behaviour can neither be called 
light nor giddy. She carries an air of de- 
jection, that does not leave her, even when 
her attention is immediately ingroissed fa^ 
her favourite ; and is very seldom seen be- 
^ yond the limits of Queen Isabella's apart- 
ments, whither Lord Lothian has never been, 
invited. Th^ most unadcountable circum- 
stance is, that he stiU speaks of you in the 
stile I am told he always has done, calling 
you his idol, and the radiiant lady of his 
heart; and whatever hi* other -faults niafy 

be. 
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4>^, I do not believe he isan be jiistly ^cpr 
jued.of bypocn^y. 

In fincj there is no ^^> ii>g how ^bis will 
•ettd^ if y<>u continue mqch longer where 
-you are. X^y Genevieve is a ship at se^ 
jwithout'dipilot, and not well fMrnij^hed with 
ballast. If yop was h^re, she would bek^pt 
:trUn> and;8ail ^rteadily^ and the pirate Lo* 
[thjan might crowd his canvas in yain.-^ 
Come, therefore, for her sai^e, and rejoice 
;^ll 'W^ ^\ioyf you, and . who now lament 
^youTf^bs^nijie. ^Ethelred is ^uo ipore t]}^ 
J the :gb^sl;0f the g^iy *cildier I once knew 
J^)in.; tbougKlhere are Claras in abundance 
rMho, itf^itb ^Qt h^lf your ^n%^s hpve iy/lce 

-l»i>B> w4 vr0uld;be4'»dy..epqttgh to c^tcji 
,}^6(r%y.gisi»^es,.v^re\ai>y:lhpoivn i^n tbeir 
Wfty ; >b»t hje has neither ^a wor^ nor a Joo^ 
'ff> gWe.th^wi; bis thpMgbJs are at 
^|l»ihitl'Wi4lvtiie.fiir ing^ate w^ 6et$ np 
;ifa\liP,u^Qntbwi. 

ul *'(^9BllP^r€y .}« ijiOjMr ifijthe >NpFth ; 

.,1 March's 



Afarch's .a^uab^e sister. May her fuUir^ 
happinejss, as h^s wif^, ■cqnqwr ypur 
ytr^Rge prejudices^ ap4 tempt ypu ^to trust 
an hof»est itwn^'witljijy^ur hand-f * ' 
^'Some;rumoHrs sre b^mmii(g to prp- 
-as if th^ ficUe inhabitants of the 
^odthem counties ,were weary of King 
Hf^ryifs.^waiy ; but I hop^etbey wrli subsidjC 
vfithdtit spreading to «ny f^larming extent 
Vie b9Ve>hs(4i^n^Mgh of ic^l wfrr^ aufl Iwrf 
*ettc^'en@8ge with Tiwiffn foes Jblin ;<iitt 
flhe (hr0at!S^ of oue-anoti^r. ;! Iiope^Oit 
^trwtttbd JCing is safe. 

. thf expectation pf seeing; y<>u fr^i^ 
(before Iqqg, d teimm, dear^a^d de;?er^ii)g 
JLjwiy M^rgi^na, yo»r faithful serv^ptj - 



Amazed and chagrined by thb «trangb 
-Account ^df h^nststec, ]MfrgiaQa began'.sch 
rioudy to wish that sbe could return to 
London^ to observe her actions> and obtain 
ibtff ettiife .coojideilre; :biiti§I^e fiot 

express 
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express h^r desire without revealing the 
cause of it, which, for Geitevieve's sake, 
she felt extremely averse to do, though 
assured of the concurrence of Lady Rothes, 
who, from a very dffferent motive, would 
be as anxious as herself to impede what 
seemed to.be Lord Lothian's present pur- 
suit. Unfurnished, therefore, with any 
reason for proposing a removal to London, 
she took the first opportunity of asking 
Xady Rothes how tk>on she hersejf thovight 
of leaving Edgehilt? and was told, that as 
that lady intended being confined in town, 
she certainly should not delay her depar- 
ture longer than whilst she could travel 
with eafety. Lord Widdrington too, .who 
was present, observed, that after he had 
received answers to some letters he should 
shortly send into Surry, he should have no 
iarther rea^son to prolong his stay ; but, on 
tlie contrary, expected to be then undier 
the necessity of leaving Warwickshire. 

Margiana^ finding that Kepdrewls next 

expedition 



MARGIANA. 



'17 



expedition would not be defen*ad above a 
few days^ resolved on repressing her impa- 
tience^ for a personal interview With her 
sister, and again exerting her influence by 
Tetter, either to open her eyes to the pre-* 
cjpice on which she stood, or at least to 
gain her unreserved confidence, and in- 
duce her to pause before she committed 
herself too far. ' 

In the hope of one of these views "being 
fulfilled, she thus wrote to Genevieve : — 



" I AM yery impatient to 
see you again, my dearest sister. My heart 
is wrung on your account. I do not hear 
from you ; you no longer remember me'. 
For whom am I forgotten ? Relieve, I be- 
seech you, my parnful anxiety, by telling 
me it is not for Lord Lothian, if you can 
truly tell me so. But if you cannot, if 
indeed he has won the aflTections of one so 

infinitely 
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infinitely superior to his merits, let me 
know the worst ; and- though the lov^e I 
bear you will make such inctelligence hai?l 
to endure, yet it will be less intolerable 
than the suspense I am now under, 

" Nevertheless, m^thinks a partiality for 
him would be so degrading to my Gene- 
vieve, th^t I feel ready to ask her forgive- 
ness for suspecting her of it. Can an uip- 
principled libertine, a thoughtless violent 
youth, who ha^ always been the object 
sl^veof hisown p^ssionj^be the chosen olp-^ 
ject of my sister's love ? Oh no ; it seems^ 
impossible ! The purity of your own cha- 
racter forbids thesupposition. Nay, honest 
pride* forbid^ it; fpi^ what feeling heart 
jcpuld endure tp ^ee the partner of its chpice 

, he.14 19 Ipw estirpatipn by its peers? Aiid 
it is not too hj?Lrd a wpr^ fq say, tl^af ^.ord 

. JU>^hifn has at varioixs times, by his e^^^ 
fceases, drawn on himself the contempt of 
the c.ourt. United to such a maui haw 
would my father and myself, dearest Genp- 
vi^ve, Jament over your lost happiness ! 

*^Yet^ 
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" Yet, if he really has gained an inte- 
rest in your bearf) at least do nothing 
rashly, 1 iiBpJore yoiK A continusuice of 
real afttachnvent may improve for a time, 
though I feas- it will never re/Wm Wm; 
and fay marri^i^, in a mind like hin, att^eh^ 
meni vfiW be terminated* To a libertine, 
ibe object iarthest from his reach is always 
l4e wast ddsirable. • The bokinm of voi*- 
tdmpt lkais.i|^MAer ciwfyhs ibr blm^ (h«a'.MX 
It vUtiit>uft toverif alftoffiH'i : 
i ^ VKfnldMW.>viU;|;ke th)< Jiit« y<mri>v^ 
*han^. )hth Hvk hfimg ite baci yow ai^ 
^iwen I entreat y<^u.^ My. faltlfT tblkft of 
iior«l^yiilg hfe^i'e^a grtat lybJliO, ^)pi^g^/.r- 
Hovr h«jJtt3(yM Bball fee^ t« .«qf\twicp jr.pw 



* ''I Ajiobi^tr a i ymek after i&i acbttiig oui . fcir 
Sohj,^'^&misfm^ rtot4\fx^^ iiirving |>att 
thHMigb Xcndoo, Sromivhence iie . brouglrt 
<he^6|low9i|g letter ^om GeneVwi e to her 
jisier - ' ♦ ' 



Who can Have been at so 
much*pains to prejudice yoit : against me, 
Margiana? How unfortunate ^ anr. L that 
they have'succeeded so well ! There was. a 
time you thought well of me; what have I 
done to forfeit your good opinion ? There 
was a jime you wouM have believed 
my asseverations; why am J no long^er 
icrediled ? My last letter, n^ethinks, might 
have convinced you of my sincerity. I 
Iherein soleflonly as^ed ytcfd Lovd Lothian 
was iti object of indiffi^reilce to me. Either 
yon placed' no confidence in mj assurance^ 
or you suppose I have aince changed.--^ 
8tt|)po8e so atiU/ since you Will hove it so, 
and since it is needless for me to pfotifcst 
even the. truth. 

" Yet have I ever deceived ydu? But 
perhaps, since I last saw you> I may b^ al« 
tered. I wish I had your iirhmcas of mind; 
your character, your indifierence for every 
body ; and I wish also to see y6u> though 
I know I shall be ashamed when we meet^ 

Yet 



Yet l cannot say why. I should be so. I 
have done nothing wrong, that I am con- 
scrous of. But you maintain th^t those 
only wiio have done wrong can be un- , 
happy. If that be ti-ue, I must have wan- 
dered from the right path, for it is long 
since f have been happy ; and long, very 
long it tvill be before I can be bappy 
again*— if ever. , ; ^ 
I had almost forgotten to tell you, 
that our beloved and respected Queen Isa^ 
bella is about to depart for her nativf 
country/ having, at ieagtih obtained the 
King's consent to be Restored to her brother 
of France ; and she has commanded me to 
say she is desirous of bidding you farewell 
before she quits. England, . You will pror 
bably^ therefore; set put, immediately ; — 
and I must prepare^ for a meeting I wish 
for; yet fear, I know not why. Be not too 
hard upon me, Margiana. Make allowr 
ances for the difference of our natures, y;et 
continue, to support iq^^ by your exaoiple 

and 



^ind advice, an3*"be assured oT the unalter- 
able affection of your ' 

" Genevietk.** • 



'Margiatia was iitterly at a loss Vihzi 
*(ai/:Iilisk>h to form, when siie had read thU 
incoherent^ and almost contradictory let* 
ter; but her impatience to see hertsister 
vas considera-Wy increased* She hfistefned 
to 'See her father, »rid, without making any 
J)artiealar merttion of '©en^viete, ac*» 
quain-ted him with the QuetenVapproa-dh*^ 
4rig departure, \vhich^his o^n^liewers 
made mention ; and* of her Highness's de- 
sire to' see her before 'it took pWe. 'She 
reminded him - of ivhaf he *hdd skid> thsft 
after the return df his messenger^ he'shoiild 
%c nttder the weceisity of leaving litigjehill; 
lyut Lord -Widdrin^ton repH«dj>thfit some 
ritcomstances; 5yWch*4jAd i«terv*n^, ttust 
pnofract his' departure.-^" \ Ifo wfevcr/' iCoiv- 

tinued 
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tinned he, I Wdulcl pot have you. defer' 
shewing yOiir respect for the Queen's 
wishes, a single hour longer thdn is abso- 
lately necessary. Dispatches I 'have re- 
ceived r^quii^e irtimediafe answers. Ken- 
rfi^etv ^ill*ffeti<rn With fhfem to-morrow, and 
he shall see you safe in London.* iPrepare 
yourself, therefore, to be ready byl>reak of 
day. It cannot now be long before we 
iheet.*' 

He spblce in the tone of his accutjtomed 
fondness. Margiana, for ^he moment, 
forgot all her anxiety, and kissing Kis 
hanct^ gaily left him to make preparations 
fbt her departure; which done, she re- 
}5aired to Lady Rothes, with whom finding 
Clara Castles, she acquainted them both 
with the jo«rney she was to begin the next 
nmrning, atid thie occasion of it. Lady 
Rdtbes wds tbo ttmch oecupkid tvith her 
own^te of health, dttd^elfish atixielv for 
her o^h safety, 'to fefel, br even to express 
dttUch rlegtet at h6t Idss ; and Clara, with a 

civility 
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civility wholly insincerCi declared ihe was 
extremely sorry to be deprived of such a 
companion. In fact, sf>e set no value 
whatever on Margiana's society, and would 
have been quite indifferent to her going, 
had her destination been any where but 
to a place %vhere she wouhi unavoidably 
see Ethelred again. 

Margiana, who easily penetrated her 
thoughts, inwardly smiled at the apprehen- 
sions of the self-tormentor, even while her 
good-nature pitied a weakness she had 
never felt. She received her professions 
of friendship with the faith they merited, 
and cordially wished both her and Lady 
Rothes their health and happiness, until 
they should all meet again. 

But her heart glowed with delight, when, 
on her settjng out, her father took leave of. 
Jier with all his former boundless affection.^ 
A separatipn from he^r, shor^t as it was likely? 
to prove, called forth every emotion of his, 

latent 
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latent love, and for some hours after he 
lost sight of her, the remembrance of the 
dangerous conspiracy in which he was en- ' 
gaged, of Henry's usurpation, and even of 
Richard's wrongs, faded 6n his mind. 

The dispatches^ he had last received were 
from the Earl of Kent, who informed him 
that it was expected the court would, in a 
few weeks, remove to Windsor ; and that 
he himself had lately had a meeting with 
^ the other disaffected Lords, wherein they 
had unanimously agreed to d^fer fheir at^ 
t^mpt tin tfi'^Ti, wherf- i fa\wr'h^)te o^jJoV- 
tutt!ry rilight "be seized df kecurlh^ 
kitty's pen6Ti, wJtK more 'prdnij3tness- ind 
facility thai! CduW Be expecrt^d whfl^ he 
continued in London. 

H^hce origfftated Lord W'lddrinjirtcrri^ . 
pfotr'ktfed stay at •EdgdKin; He ^vfshetf, 
until Ihfe ^5cig^ncre^ of <he mbni^ri^kWo- 
Ifitely rdquiri^c! his presence, tb aVo^d thfi 
Sf^ht d^^ a's6ve(^igri ^^hbse destt'iitfron *hfc 
\<?as ^rtdfeaSi^oWihg to ctfrfi'fja*.- * ' 
VdH.rr' V CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

First Sorrqw. 

It was a still grey morning, at the latter 
end of autumn, when Margiana left Edge- 
hill, attended by Kendrew, atid twQ other 
inferior domestics. She was not so much 
disposed to attend to the beauties of the 
road^ as sht had been> the first time she 
travelled it. Far different subjects now 
occupied her thoughts, and weakened the 
eflect of every external object. • Her own 
well regulated mind gave her no disturbance, 
but, on the different situations of her fa- 
ther an^ her jpister, she mused with equal 
and uficeasiDg anxiety. The former waS 

' fascinated 



fascmated by an imperious and unprin- 
cipled woman ; the latter, she believed, 
ensnared by a licentious^ . frivolous youth. 
The happiness of both seemed greatly to 
-depend on their conduct during the present 
cfisisy. and her hpart beat in unison With 
Jtheii; danger. , If her father's long attach- 
inent to Lady Rothes ended in marriage^ it 
wai provable his honour, as well, as his 
peace of mind/ would be the inevitable, 
sacrifice ; : and he had little chance of escap- 
ing from the weib vroxen around him, by 
one who, to the charms ^ of early age, 
added the:.shi^\^diie66 o^f maturity. 

Concerning: G,<neviev€, hqr judgment 
still remained to be formed. To the opi- 
nion of WaHop> a friend :equally discern- 
ing and sincere, ^he had bitherlo had no^ 
thing to oppose but the assurances of a 
girl, who,, howevea^ artless and> unreserved 
until now, had wrJttei\ incoherently on. the 
subject, and ackn<>wledged herself unhappy^ 
without assigning, aiiy reason for being so. 

. c,2 . Margiana's' 
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, ^hen sh'e reached hex' father's drior, and 
was fold h'er sister vfitHiii. She rart 
intQ the house, tinti into the ^liji^ytriVeilt 
where they irsiiairy s^t: ' '<jieiieVfev'€s 
Hot there. I?he proceedfed tip sfeirar iht'd 
her lodging-room,— rt was empty. Tfft^i 
was a small door in it C0T>cealed 1)erteatR 
the arras;, which led intb a closet bey oiiff. 
IVfatgiana opened it, and beheM hfer ihttt 
in tears, sitting iiear a little labf^, dvet 
which her arms Wei'e thrown, in the 
negligence of sorrow. She Iboked 'u]^ at 
the noise — sfarted kf the sight Uterg>- 
ana — and raising her arms, let them fall 
again, extended across the tSfble. 

GetievieVe ! d^r OenevieVe V tried 
"Margfana. — '^Oh, my sister!" shereplied^ 
but rising to meet her, seeMcd unable itf 
advance. Margiana prest her to her ^bb*- 
5om, and they wept 6ver each other. Ge^- 
nevieve appeared anxious to btea^ the 
silence, as if afra^id of whi^t her sister might 
say,-^*' Alas she extlaimed^ ih a tremw- 



l9pv ^nd under tone, Quce?), the 

imh^Hpy Qfi^ep ? Th^ serQr>d day ?fter to- 
iporcovr is fix^d fqr h^r departtu'if^ Rich- 
ard h^?. b^een sient frqm t})^ Towpr, no one 
knows \vhirhcr.; a^id yo:Mr$Mdderi^Otrant:e, • 
- added to this iti$m;?l new^ .1 had but p%l 
received^ quite overpowered 

^fgUno^ to «lleyi^te her distress s^nd 
Cfi^fHIliani wb^cl^ were^ apparent^ afrecte4 
tp fhiplf hjcr behaviour extremely natural^ 
and to gjy? •Pt?^^ credit' to what, she ssjid ; 
t>i}t aftpr the first J^urry of their meeting 
fub^id^di'^nd sl)e Ijad.lfiisure (o ob^rve 
fbe a'l^rcd^ figure, of H^^ sister, h?r heart 
bl?i},|vitlf,s^^gwi§^^ SU9h as sl?e had never 

The Vc^utifpf Genevipve wa? as ipvely 
as ever; but it was the loveliness of de^ 
jection. Instead of the permanent glow 
of youth, her cheek was tinged with the 
trai^jent blush of hectic or of shame.--.. 
Her fornpi was ^dmpst as thin as that of an 
. c 3 atrial 
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aerial spirit ; her breathing seemed to la- 
bour beneath a weight that oppressed it.-— 
Sometimes she seemed almost gasping for 
air; and her eye sunk under that of her 
sister, mild as it was. " Ah ! Lothian," 
sighed Margiana, to herself, is all this 
ravage thine . 

By degrees, bowever, she recovered from 
her embarrassment, and, with tolerabW 
composure, enquired! after her father and 
Lady Rotfies ; and asked for a detail of the 
occurrences at Edgehill. After satisfying 
what she beHeved to be only an assumed 
curiosity, Margiana, in her turn, chang'^d 
the conversation to the news of the court, 
and learned, with a regret she* might not 
have felt, but for her fathe^'^ sake, Jhat re- 
ported schemes against the life of King 
Henry were generally, though catitiously, 
whispered. These but too, strongly cor- 
roborated the fears she had before so much 
reason to entertain ; but she forbore to 
express her apprebensions to her sister, or 

even 
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even to mention the mysterious manner in 
^vhich Kendrew liad been lately employed. 

On the subject of Lady Rothes -she vra^ 
less re^rved; and to prepare Genevieve 
for what she believed unavoidable, inge- 
nuausly told her the footing on which that 
lady appeared to stand with their father, 
and the strong probability there was that 
their marriage would take place af^er her 
recovery, if not even before. ^ 

Genevieve seemed little mpved by tbi$ 
information. She said their father best 
knew what would make hiin kappy^ and 
there was no harm in his fancying Lady 
Rothes possessed of that power. It would 
be hard if, at hts time of life, he was not to 
be allowed to please himself. 

Margiana was surprised, for Genevieve - 
had once thought differently * but recol- 
lecting that Lady Rothes was Lord Lothian's 
sister, she doubted the change might be too 
c 4' easily 
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easily accounted for^ and feir astoniUied at 
Genevieve's dupUcify. 

♦ She wished now to see her in com|>any 
with this dangerous young nobleman,- ima^ 
gining she might be able to gather enough 
from their behaviour either to confirm or 
remove her approbensiona ; but for ihit 
there would be no opportunity the two 
following daysj as they meant to dedicajta 
both to Queen Isabella, who dialikedj and 
never invited him. His name was not 
once mentioned between the two sitters 
that first evening ; and the next morni(ig> 
Genevieve seemed anxious to talk on in* 
^liferent subjects^ as if to avoid any par^^ 
ticular one. 

At the uiual time they waited oa the 
Queen, wliose former deep sorrow ap- 
peared now in some ^9gre9 mitigated; by 
the ne;^ priospect of returning to her na*- 
tive land; though the hidden fate of her 
v/retched husband c^t a dark shade of 

anxiety 



.granaj whQm she always teinderly ipvei^r 
vfkh bpep arra^ ; tbanke4 her JFpr h,er ready 
al^ndance:; eHquired kindly ^fter Lpryl 
Wjddrmgt&n, ^ind asked Jber if re- 
tiirned frem- Edgehjill the ^ai^ f^r indif- 
fer^ryt she had .gc^e thither ? — " Indeed/'* 
*he conti-nu^dj " I ffiarvel at yott, Nat 
4jiat you are iofiepfrtWe to /Lbfi fiae persofk 
and . ill ild gr^oefi - ; Et|j|pLje5^€^ Wi nbvvrniQ^-T- 
ft)r ; ej^t^fiiiptr jtdHagtggfjs ha\^ n<} povrqr 
,i>ye.r yQji-mb^t the* ]Auvtt honesty of his 
fri^fvX I did fiijispect you ^ve fouo^ 

iiiTfsisti.y^/' ^ , . 

" . ' \ • , 'i ' . ^ \ .-. . ' 

-i; Ja*h6 sowm^-.f)f ii^ 4^'rit}k^^^mK 
jwr^ffii#g it: z^gjuf ; tp ^pqaH.o¥*li{», M^^giaoft 
in 5>rivatft, ftrj^erie^l , i^fpr ptt^ji^qe in 

.fty^ ^.JpS^t;. »nd: >y;heA' 4ll^^ ^^looft 
#f q«a^»t;ed:h^ ;tfejt;sl|e.+4d,^^^ some limf 
-pa.^tj :!*^Mhf4.{^^,i»?fufB pxjij^ft^^ .Off t^ef 

' La4y ff#wvftayje,T ^^id' Is^ibe^^^ 
i^jt^^npt/or^i^-.of 4^e:sfl^e^;^^ate|ria^ls that 
i^TW i^»»d tj^l?^ifeM?^;!?^»» already 
..U c5 put 
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f)Ut ,her happirlfess out of her own powet^ 
•by placing h6r aflfections- on bne .oF tb« 
'most worthless young men about the court* 
Loi*d Lothian, who has been f o long and 
vainly striving to obtain your heart, ap- 
pears td'have won that of your sister al- 
most without an cflTort, and probably with 
no other view than that of meanly tri- 
tunphing over it. Those who have op- 
pdrtnnities of seeing them together, which 
I have riot, describe his behaviour' as light 
'^irid 'frivolotis » and tier's that ^of a person 
deeply impressed' with partiality too strong 
for concealment. «May your example and 
advice awaken her before^t is too lat^, and 
save her frbm* thf^ consequences of an un- 
requited^ passion, or an ■ ill-assorted union ; 
for her'fimid and delicate nature renders 
her little fit to-be the wife of JLord Lothian, 
1 am sufficiently her and your friend, to 
caution you on one point particularly.— 
She is soothed, '^tid foolishly encouriiged 
In her attachment by her friend and con- 
fidant, Catherine Mortimer arid- perhaps 
^ the 
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the wisest thing you can do 'will be, never 
to talk to her of Lord Lothian at aU. — ^Has 
she ever," pursued the Queen, acknow- 
ledged to you her love for him ?" 

Margiana, with grateful thanks for Isa- 
bella's condescension, briefly related alf 
that had past upon the subject. 

Harold Wallop," said the Queen, " is 
good authority ; and I fear he has been but 
too accurate in his observations. It is a 
thousand pities, for Genevieve is a charm- 
ing creature; but I am glad she has never 
yet spoken to you heVself. There is a dif- 
ficulty in first breaking silence, iii a case of 
this nature, ' which you will act prudently 
not to remove. That barrier overcome, 
she will regard all the rest as easy, and will 
depend on her father's affection and your 
good-nature, for yielding to her attach- 
ment, w.hen it appears vaii> to oppose it. 
^our avpjding^the subject may render her 
ashamed of it; and as long as it remaihs 
c 6 unknown 
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unknowft to Lord Widdrington, she may 
fear his becoming better informed/' 

Margiana, who agreed entirely with th6^ 
Queen, promised to conform strictly to 
her advice f and Isabella then, apologis:- 
rng for the fntrodtictton of a theme that 
could not but be unpleasant, asked if her 
young friend did not shottly expect to 
iind Lady Rothe^ acknowledged as Lord 
Widdrington's wife ? Surprised at fhe terms 
in which this question was conveyed. Mar- 
giana hesitated for a reply. The Queen,, 
observing her confused, said — You must 
forgive me, Margiana. f know how de^ 
votedly attached you are to your father,, 
and that, to speak of whatever does him no 
credit, must be painful to you. . Biit you> 
can hardly be a stranger to the report that 
hjs long prevailed here, that he has been 
privately married to Lady Rothes, since 
they went into Warwickshire. Her family 
seem doomed to act as the evil geniuses of 
your's." 

Margiana> 



Margiana^ still more astonished, watfe 
answer that such a report had never 
reached het beforp, and that she now ^ave 
no belief to it- — " Though I awn/' con- 
sinued she, with hesitation, it is to be 
feared that ere long /' 

"I understand you," interrupted fsa:- • 
bella, '*^arid shall be extremely glad to hear 
that your fears prove unfounded. But in 
case of the worst, and that Lord Widdring- 
ton, forgetful 'oiP what he owes to his vir- 
tuous daughters, and to himself, really im- 
poses on them such a stepmother, and 
thereby renders hk hoHse irksome to either 
or both of you, remember; my dear Mar- 
giana, that wherever Isabella is, there you 
and yoiir sister may at all times' be assured 
of a welcome. With me^ at the court df 
France, you shall find, whenever yoii are 
disposed to- seek it, a shelter from any evils 
that an alliance with a Woman of Lady 
Rothes's abandoned character may bring:, 
upon you ; and if Lady Genevieve's unae- 
cauntabte* attachment shbuld last^ change 

of 
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of scene may prove a means of iveamng 
her from the unworthy object of her ^ 
chpice." 

Margiana made-a suitable acknowledg- 
ment to the Queen for her kindness ; . and 
soon after, having received an order, to 
wait upon her at an e^^fly hour the next 
xlay, when all those who had persevered in 
their attentions during her adversity were 
to be admitted to take their last leave of her, 
she returned home with her sister, whose de- 
jectiau seemed so profound, that Margiana 
could not help assigning it to a cause that 
had not occurred to her before. She fan- 
cied Genevieve apprehended the sight of 
her might rene>v Lord Lothian's former 
passion^; and there was, at times, a shyness 
in her. sister's behaviour that strengthened 
this suspicion. Without appearing, to 
notice it, she herself bi^haved . with her 
usual tenderjt>ess, and affected a cheerfulne^ 
she was far from feeling,, in order, if pos- 
sible^ to detach Genevieve's tbou^hfc fron:i 
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the person she feared they dwelt too touch 
upon ; scrupulously avoiding, as the Queen 
had recommended^ all mention of him. 

The following day, as they were prepar- 
ing to go to the Queen's apartments^ Mar- 
giana presented to her sister the bracelet 
she had woven for her at Edgeiiill ; — 
" and," said she, " that you may not be 
without a companion to it, for the other, 
arm, I shall be unthankful enough to be- 
stbw on you thisalso; wbich was given me 
by Ethelred Winburrie, and which it resem*- 
hies exactly."/ 

It seems to be wrought with his own 
hair," said Genevieve, 

" It is," replied Ma'rgiana ; " biit as he 
i^ your cousin, you can wear it with pro*- 
priety enough.*' ' . . 

*^ He would not be much flattered,'*, oh*- 
nerved Genevieve, " Af he knew yoii . garve 
away his present." 

It is nor my- infentioai t6 flattet him, 
my dear sisten 1 never deceived hint with 
• # ; - a false 
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'ti^^vAse hope yet. Ab a bother I regard 
himi -afidjone of the first vfishes of my 
fieart is/ thai: bis really might isecoiare mif 
brother/' 

Genevieve turned away from Jier sister 
and wept-^^' You thijisbk I can be dispq«eif 
of toaiiy one/' said she^ ih a capHt>us tone 
of reproach .-4-^" You think meanly, of m/^ ; 
1 khjw y€m do, and I cannot bear it* fitrt 
forgivemy petulaircev'* ^ added/ observ- 
ing Marg'iana looked bolh hurt arid sun- 
prised?-^'* Forgive my weakness aod fioUjr. 
I %«tridgiveithe wiDtld for your firmdeiis df 
mind — for your self-possession. I woiilff 
ask ybdr advicse ; but'what wouid it ^vail ?* 
I should be too feeble to foHov itLV> ' \ - 

'/Think better of.youteelf, my 4ear Ge*- 
■ncrieve, and do not desert your,ovn oausist. 
Let a proper sense of yoUt^yfn:.wQf^r»T 
let a j ustifiable p^ride support you/' / i • - 

Atas cried $he/*' wbait feflve I;fti^ 4# 
with pride? Mine is huniiii«d;f«y: spirb: 
is^ brotem. He iucvcy:idid^l» n«yfr tvilt 

JoV« • .i ' ■ ^i^l 

Grieve 



^ Grieve not at that, my ' dearest siftir.*-; 
Rather rejoice at a circumstance tha.t eiti»t 
in time cestore you to your peace. Can 
yow know yourself an objeet of indifferT 
ence to a character so inferior^ and hesi- 
tate a moment to drive him from your 
heart ? Make the eftbrt ; I am sii«e you are 
capable of it. Let others share in your 
sitteattoM. Di?w eompariiral* They 
cannot but be to his disadvantage." . 

Margisna/* replied Genevieve^ ''.you 
have determined me. 1 will opos my 
whole heart to you; and never, is futune^ 
disguise on« of its emotions frpm my htH 
friend. You wiil relieve me with your 
pity^ instead of oppressing me with your 
scorn, and I shall be soothed and lamented. 
-^The very flvsf time I saw I^upd to- 
thian— 

*' Slop, my dearest Genevieve. Let me 
not, by li«tf ning to you, lead you into an 
error. I will not. undertake the part o£ 
your confidant, to encourage you in your 
mo^t material ope.. I lament you as it is ; 

but 



MAHCIANA. 



but I will never nourish, by a fals6 indul- 
geijce, the weakness I condemn. Over* 
come that, and then I will not pity, but 
admire you, which I can never do while 
you cherish a destructive passion for one 
who, even by your own confeftftion^ be- 
holds you with indifTerence.'' 

Genevieve made no reply. She hastily 
dried ber tears; and Margiana thought she 
read in her countenance a slight expres- 
sion of indignation; but whether it pro* 
ce.eded from resentment against herseif, or 
mortified pride, she was unable to dis- 
tinguish. Their conversation ceasedj and- 
they proceeded to wait upon the Queen. 

They found her little court already as- 
sembled, and, after she had spoken to 
them, they Were joined by Ethelred and 
Wallop, who came to greet Margiana on ber 
return from the country. The complexion 
of the former was heightened as he ap- 
proached her, bpt both expressed the live- 
liest 
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l?c5t satisfaction at seeing her again. It 
was with great pain she observed they paid 
a cold civility to Genevieve, that scarcely 
covered a sentiment bordering oil con- 
tempt; and feared that she had indeed , 
lowered herself in the general estiination. 
Of this, however^ and of all that was pass- 
ing before her eyes, the melancholy that 
Hvas settled on Genevieve's features seemed 
to leave her hardly a consciousneis. 

Nor were any of the company' present 
much more disposed to gafety than Gene- 
vieve herself. The Queen was very much 
beloved ; and the thoughts of her ap- 
proaching departure occasioned universal 
gloom! She was to set oflT the next morn- 
ing; attended by a strong escort ; and many 
who were not appointed of it, tendered 
t)ie h%t mark of their respect, by offering 
to accompany her ; some as far as Canter- 
\ bury, and others the whole way to the sea- 
side. 
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Of tfeese M«srgiaaa was on^e ; but I^ialiffil? 
refused them gll, declaring sjb^ woijW- no! 
suffer any but those narned for her guard, 
to aee her further than the palace gate.-— 
With gratitude and affection^ however, sH? 
took leav^ .0f -^very oniB.-!— " J gi^j «jj 
frieudji/' ¥b?i nev^y to^ Uehold ypy 
or EHgl^?^ fliiore. Yet mpvirn not my de^ 
p9Vt|Hrf« £Qr thkligibeen $ fs^^ confntry tp^ 
me, \ymi¥ Utriv^ to forgi^t it, I will gher 
rish the remembrance of your faithful at- 
ta€Lhf9^nt I it ^h^U nev^r erased ifoot 

xjot f«r me," pursu4?d pressing fecr 
^M^id•^T';^yww' P4«?ioij?,v« all Wfjll; r^gjvir 
l^t^ i le^ th^iw njpt bro^ forth ^n tf^ji qcr 
f^si^^n, R^fl^^t, I mu^ be hi^ppi^^r in 
I?P?J1C^ thai} I have ever been her^. ^ BiU 
let my unfortunate llicbard Have tHep^fiycijf^ 
ofyouaU." 

She dismissed her pensive guest$, with 
leave to see her again the next morning ; 

vihen 
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%vheft they avaHed theniselves of the per» 
- inisfjioa, anxious to obtain ant)ther and a 
lasi siglit. of this amiable pri-i>ces6. She 
wals'uiiicb affected^ and yKiU>)y struggled to 
re^ppess her emotion. She repeated her 
thanks to bU, and ren:ewjed her invitation to 
MsffgiapaiMid Getifevieve to coroe/W her in 
Frante, if jbeir' father's house should ever 
become to fhjem »n .Unpleasant home.— ^ 
'*Theii/' addressing herself in general to 
tike Irtjtld t§4«rtitrlyrij 'f I bic} you. aH ^Weu/' 
fi&id T«he>. iwbv inig laori haiadt^iftn d l^n^wA f nilf 
3mUii/g, . *^ ^Having' t«<l^^ ;rae ;i« profpe^ 
rity, jilm Ifwe wAi foarsat^n me i'n '^Slkr 
tkkil Gffldr-bksfs./yQtt for if ! a<c},I) wijj 
make it ^y.coiistftiit ipca^yerrJt^Jkavw^ 
you may never own a sovereign less soli- 
citous for welfere th^n ^nys^f. *Re- 
corniDend iby ubh^ippy huM>and to the 
proteotto'ti of/Frovid^nce ; for Pifp vid(xi(;4s 
lwirly;caii BOitf bjfefri^wi hitrfi/' . 

Her yofc^; h0re fakered.; ^nd maBy of 
ier a«|ditijfsiww.0 i|*.*j9ar8i .Mw^i*na an^ 

Genevieve 
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Genevieve were bathed ix) theirs, \vhite the 
seemingly rugged Walliop covered over his 
stern face; and the milder Winburne, 
kneeling to the Queen, kissed one of h^r 
hands, but \vas uhabl^ to speak. She ex- 
tended the other to-Margiand.~'' May the 
^Almighty preserve ymt !" said she ) anA 
under him your virtue and ;your prudente 
i)e your guides ! — F^rewelH/^: 

She tfcen motioned to fithelr^d ^ to lead 
her forward ,* sfnd at the door of the apart* 
ment, she was mnfetby the Prfrice of Wales, 
and Prince John of Lancaster, who con- 
^cted her down stairs, and conlmitted her 
to the care of hex escort in wahing. 

As soon as she was gone, her. friends 
looked at each other in silent dejection ; — 
but so lively was the sbrrow of the two 
sisters, that Ethelfed and iA^aliop hastened 
to withdraw them from the public eye ; 
and Margiania, observing Lord Lothian to 
be amongst those who had followed (he 

Prince 
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Prince of Wales, was anxious to remove 
with her sister, before he approached them. 
They therefore returned home, where, after 
awhile^ Margiana's distress subsided into a 
tender recollection of her regretted patron- 
ess, whilst the anguish that corroded Gene- 
vieve's heart seemed as permanent as it 
was severe. 
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CHAP. III. 

If is a wise Child that knows its own Fathen 

After Margiana had been near three weeks 
in London, she became extremely impa- 
tient to hear from her father, and to know 
how soon she might expect his return. — 
She did not credit the report of his having 
been privately married, which the Queen 
had apprized her of ; but she was fully 
aware of the danger of his present situation, 
and that bis future honour and happiness 
depended on his extricating himself from 
it. Sometimes she thought of alleviating 
beraijxiely, by returning to Edgehill; — 

but 



tilt Genevieve's health had suffered toa 
much from the state of her mind to allow 
of her going also, and Margiana could not 
think of leaving her alone. Besides, she 
supposed her father's absence would not 
now be of long duration, and therefore 
resolved to wait as patiently as she could, 
until she either saw or heard from hira. 

In the mean time, the Princesses Philippa 
and Blanche, who admired the beauty and 
amiable qualities of the two charming 
sisters, were urgent with them to resume 
their attendance at court. Genevieve ap- 
peared alike indifferent on this and every 
other subject ; but Margiana was easily in- 
duced to promise Catherine Mortimer, who 
had undertaken to persuade them, for her- 
self and her sister. 

She had various reasons for yielding ; 
she believed that Genevieve's dejeclion 
was encouraged by solitude, and was very 
anxious for aaopportunity of placing Lord 

VOL, II. D * Lothian 
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Lothinn .before her in an iiafavoiirable 
point of view. There was yet another con- 
sideration that actuated her aknost as 
strongly as either of these. It was possible, 
thaj by Jjringiiig Etheired and Genevieve 
together more frequently than they had 
hitherto met, they might both, by the-sig'ht 
of each other, be released in time from their 
present attachments. Genevieve might in- 
^sen^ibly be led to compare the excellencies 
of Winburne with the abandoned princi- 
ples of Lord Lothian ; and Winburne to 
prefer the more docile Genevieve to the 
insensible Margiiana. 

Induced by these reasons/ she won her 
sister's consent to obey the princesses, and 
soon after iwent with her to court, where 
their loveliness and grace excited admira- 
tion, while envy was repressed by the^gen- 
tle modesty of their deportment. The 
Prince of Wales was heard to wish them 
the daughters of some foreign potentate ; 
and even the King, in years as he was, ap» 

plauded 
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plaiided their beaiity,.>. Ethelred gazed on 
Margiana'in.preased, yet thoughtful silence; 
but Wallop seemed dfelighted at the praises 
he heard bvished \xpon her ; and Lord 
Lothian affected a transport at feeeing' her 
again, after so long' ah; absence/ that she 
thbugbt.an insult to her sister, * 

V Sovereign .disposer of my heart, and 
all that it contains/' exclaimed he*" have 
• yoii' disdainied to' -blaze upon «s for so 
many nVo^r^thsj Oii^y^o prove' wHo could a!>d 
vho cofifd not live'wiihout you'?** . • : 

Vou cou rd,i pR^piieiare/ ' sat ds^l^ej smM ? h g. 
- i*^* Oh hp\ I' Kmd'^cihiy 'b>^ft iJr^sfoVed 
to'life siiice youf feirirni^ Til)'fJiaV'b)ef?|eJ 
moinent I crawled, a^vegetabl^^sutetatlecfj 
wi t h au tOQ ntnurti o a v wi44io u t 6 hiex t of- pufi» 
sititlo ilaione-'ccm&k c^td^of tikr^auixvtitjnhJ 
human being.** 

,? **vThey*ci^uld 7hsv!dJtl^dei -fha* ^t^^fore 1 
^^eai a^fiy/iftly ^LWrf: • You rnusr WiH^I 
som^strcftl^ep [proof;'' before yoi^^coifyitiee* 
.Aie'^'ly'dtrf.d#(r€»^|OJ r, li ^ . .l -' i^^n u. 
• d2 ' . ''What 
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What stronger proof can your match- 
less cruelty desire ? When your departure; 
and my own grief, bereft me of all my 
senses, can you either doubt my love or 
deny me your pity ?" 

I am not sure but I can do both ; for 
when senses are so frequently upon the 
ving, my Lord, as your s are, it is not sur- 
prising if they take flight upon very trivial 
occasions/' 

He said she was very hard upon him, 
and asked her if she was equally severe 
with every body else ? 

" 1 must own I think not/' replied she, 
though at the risk of offending you ; and 
I am unable to assign a reason, unless it be 
that, by the extravagance of your compli- 
^inents, you lay yourself more open, to 
what you call severe answers, than other 
people do.'^ . 
' Ethelred, who, standing near Genevieve^ 
IkuI heard this conversation, interposed, 
observing, Margiana was unjust to herself, 
in making such a covStmw^^'' For I 

•ever," 
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never,** pursued he, " observed her mdre 
indivlgeiit to any of her admirers than she 
is to Lord Lothian, Many of them might 
be brought forward as living witnesses in 
proof of what I say. She talks of them all 
with equal indifference.'^ 

That is because she never talks of "her 
lavourite/* said Lord Percy^ . who had re- 
turned the week before from Northumber- 
land ; and we will forgive her for speaks 
ing slightly of all but him/' 

Take care, my Lord Percy,'* said Mar- ' 
giana ; Ethelred has the advantage over 
you. He «ays he can bring many witnesses 
fo prove what he advances; but you, 
though you otily require one, will never 
be able to And him/' 

" That is of no consequence at all," re- 
plied Hotspur. — I am convinced he ex* 
ists somrewhere; and it is ntft necessary I 
should betray the secret of his name or' his 
abode." . 

" But bow came you to be so very well 
convinced^. cousin Henry ?** said Ethelred. 

D 3 Your 
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" Your extreme certainty is sufficient to 
make us suppose something very flattering 
to yourself/' ..." 

And tlie more flattering it is, the more 
welcome you are to suppose it, cousin 
V/inhurne. But I* shall.be drawing your 
euvy uponine^ I find, if I say much more. 
Indctd,. who'hejr^ Vpi)]d Hot willingly rutf 
me throOgh thebo'dy, if Z Was .known to be. 
the fortup^e. conjjuerpr of Lady Margi- 
ana's long-disputed h,feartf Yet I fancy^ too, 
it would be very delightful to be so envied. 
My,dear hdy, indulge /Tjy/Variity .this-, one 
day, and sufier me to'pas^for your favoured 
lo.ver/' I • . ; V « 

I fear I sh<i>uld excite some envj^theji," 
said Margiana, glancing, her eye> .towards" 
Catherine Mortimer. . . . : ; . . . 

" Indeed you would>" observed 'Wallop., 
" You had bettei* let me persomto^ the 
happy mortal. Nobody can dispute mtf 
pretensions to be a lady 's favourite/* 

And besides, Harold/' said Lotd Fercy, 
" you would scare away all your rivals/' 

/^And 
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"And the lady too, unlc.->'sshe was blinci/' 
whispeied Lord Lothian tp Marjjjiana.— 
^'^ Cut who/'. continued he, aloud, and lurn- 
incr to Genevieve, who shall contend for 
this fan- prize ? Must I bg debarred from 
every one's <2:ood graces, or will' yon, 
gentlest of spirits, admit we to your favour, 
while that Kt:itely fortress, yoiir sister,^ 
yields to the potQn< spells of Harold Wal- 
lop?" 

He would have taken her hand, bu^ in 
extren^e confusion she withdrew it. . She 
blushed and trembled ; while he, as if not 
observing ber„ continued in the same light 
strain^ — ^lieve in^, no one. is aware of 
half my value, because I do not pbss^ the 
fortunate talent of shewing myself off to 
advantage, like sedater characters, who 
march by rule and measure, and weigh 
every word before they utter it. What 
chance has a lady for happiness with such 
a machine? He may deceive her in an 
hundred ways; while an honest man, such 
as J am> never wishes to appear better than 
d4 he 
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really I have a thousand good qualities, 
if the truth was known:'*. 

" But how should it be known/' said 
Wallop, when you are at sucli pains to 
conceal it ? How can you expect to be 
credited for good qualities that you never 
suffer to appear . 

They lie' deep,^' said Lord Lothian.— 
" I disdain to let them float upon the sur- 
face of my character/' 

So deep/' observed Margiana, it, re- 
quires a spirit of divination to know they 
ai-e there/* 

Or second sight/' said he. 

Oh no, my Lord ; a first glance » 
quite sufficient to satisfy any one/' 

While this was passing, Genevieve's eyes 
were cast downwards; but once fBising 
them, and observing those of Wallop fixed 
upon her, she suflTered them td faJK again 
to the ground.— Catlic;rine Mortimer said 
something to her, in a low voice, at which 

• iJie 
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;sKe looked pleased, but retutned no an 
ewer; 

Jim excYzimed lord Eothian ; ~ 
hear, all ye compa^ionatitig spirits, how 
this fair inexorable treats irte, and proclaim 
h^ injustice ! Bear witness for me how I 
lamented her absence, and, what, oceans of" 
tears it cost m^ ! About three months ago; 
when I. was very desperate indeed, T would 
have gtven away a diadem for her coming 
tip to London only for a singladay, to have 
relieved me by her preaenc^/' 

" ft would have been a Jong journey,'* 
MSaid Wallop, *^ for any one to take, only 
jii^t to let you look at then*.'* 

" Not so very long. My sister Rothes 
o Ace rode fifteen miles only to see a calf 
Vith'iiixlegs;'* 

^ Bui a calf with more than four/* said . 
ElUielred, is a rare sight/* 

" And so Lord Lothian will say he is ' 
also," observed Wallop, " if he has a mind 

pay a cbA|lflkflenf to tKehutttan species," 
- D 5 * This 



This was not said in an ill-natured ton^; 
however. Lord Lothian looked so much 
disposed to take offence, that -Margiana ad- 
dressed some words to hinv, fo* engage his 
attention ; and the Prince of Wales com- 
ing up to them^ the discourse took a dif- 
ferent turn. ' 

The Prince was followed by a young 
man so remarkably handsom^^ that as he 
passed along, he drew every eye^ even' from 
the heir apparent himself ; and Margiana, 
to whom he wjjs entirely a stranger^ ^^ed 
her sister if she knew .who he was ? -Gene- 
vieve replied bis name was Scroope ; and 
thereby raised a train pf ideas in her mind> 
by awakening the recollection- of Lord 
Latimer's death ; and she determined;, when 
they should be next alone, to ask Gene- 
vieve some questions upon the ^subject, 
which had never recurred to her jgi^emorj 
since her return to London. 

She was not surprised that a wpman pf 

Lady 
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Lady Rothes's. disposition should have dis- 
tinguished a youth bf such uncomman 
personal attractions^ as Scroope ; and hear- 
tily ^vished that he, instead of her father, 
had the prospect of obtaining her hand, — 
His behaviour was very modest and unas- 
suming, and he seemed mtich in the favour 
dfihe Prince of Wales,i^ho.p»id more at- 
tention torAidi than io maBy others of the 
highest rank. ♦ i 

Nothing could be more gracious than 
the behaviour of the King and the Prin- 
c^^e§ towawjte ;Mai^:Wa ai)d,;her siister. — - 

."JThey urged thera^o retxirn often to the 
pfiluce^aad fexpressed much satisfaptioe at 

:thfci<iea of Seeing Lord AViddrihgton soon 
at .court*. / Butall th.ese honours were lost 
upoli the m^hmholy G^evjove. She re- 

;.cci^':ed them with silent fespeet, ami her 
flioughts seemed far from hxwne. . Margi- 
attia.was aili^zedy while' she lamented the 

'change in her character ; and wondered 

>^hiLt:sbfc jtdold.,ever have discovered in 
D 6. . Lord 
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Lord Lothian to excite her admiration.^ 
She wasastonishedj ako^ at her late dupli- 
city, n^en writing of him, and^ in fine, 
knew not how to reconcile many incon- 
sistent improbabilities. Whenever he hap* 
pened to be engaged in conversation with 
Ethelred, Margiana endeavoured to draw 
her attention that way, that she might be' 
led to make cooipartsons between them ; 
for Ethelred had as much the superiority, 
in point of figure, as in sterling and in- 
trinsic Worth. 

- At length Genevieve, who appeared \o 
be exhausted, and weary of the scene, be- 
came anxious to retire ; and Margiana, ji|Bf 
then, chancing to observe Lord Lothiair 
engaged in a gay conversation with a very 
handsome young lady, was at no Iocs to^ 
conjecture why the place wias suddenly 
grown more disagreeable than before.— She 
readily consented, however, to leave it; 
and as soon as they reached home» re- 
quested Genevieve would relate to her tke 

particularf 
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particulars of the scene at Windsor on the 
evening previous to Lord Latimer's death. 
Genevieve complied without hesitation or 
embarrassment ; but her recital threw no 
new lights upon the subject. She simply- 
said^ as Wallop had before stated^ that hay* 
ing loitered behind Henry Percy and her 
friend, Catherine Mortimer, to observe the 
play between Lord Lothian and Lord La- 
timer, the former, when it was over, had * 
accompaaied her into the castle ; the latter, 
on being asked, refusing to go with them, 
saying he would stay out awhile longer, to 
enjoy the fineness of the evening. She saw 
no more pf either of them« Lord Lothian 
immediately withdrew up stairs, to his own 
apartment; tshe did the same; and the 
next moniing was informed die unfbrtu* 
. Bate Latimer had been found in the groue 
beyond the green, severely wounded, and 
qurte dead ; his sword^ stained with blood, 
lying by his sid«-. 

" Poor man!" said Margianar. — His 

senses 
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senses must have been deranged. Had he . 
never before, discovered ai^y marks of in-, 
sanity ^ ^ 

" None that Lknow of/' replied her sister. 
'*He had been out of humour, in the course 
of the evening, at some expressions Lord 
Lothian had used respecting Lady Rothes ; 
but his resentment had entirely subsided^ 
and they parted very good friends. He was 
alwayssubject to violent starts of passion ; 
and probably \o one of those his rashness 
ought to be attributed. Besides^ it was 
iSaidthat'he was in a state of intoxication-; 
and I believe that was really the case/' 

No news wefe yet received of Lord Wid- 
drington ; and his daughters began seri* 
ousfy to wonder at Lady Rothes's long de- 
lay. Both llthelred and Wallop had men- 
tioned to them the report Queen Isabella 
had noticed : but ^argiana cDuM not be 
persuaded to believe it ; and Genevieve ap- 
peared wholly indifferent whether it was 
r (rue or fiilse. ^ \ 

- •'Your 



Your sister/' said Wallop, one day to 
nWacgiana, se^ms to have made up her 
niind to be miserable, apd.nof to care what 
happens. It is a pity .$he cannot, be re- 
nioved . from. hence, wbercshe is in the way 
of seeing L®thian every time she stirs from 
home. If Lord Widdrington really is 
inarried, or does marry that bojd woman, I 
see not fl^t you could apt mpre \advisably 
than in accepting thp Queen's Invitation 
to France ; and my coii;nspl is yexy. disin- 
terested ; for what would .becpme o.f:.rac ^ 
without 79^^ in thistqwj^ where, you are the - 
only lacly^who has copli<50ur^ge ^nau^h to 
look in tl^e f^fe^ nii^h .mpr0.!to. «peak 
tome?*' .\ , ' , 

I wish/' replied Jtfai-giatHi, hardly hear^ 
ing his .last [wpfjisii I v^ifth . to: Heawed 
GeqevievR:ba4. takf H a;likiogi5to.7ou>' m<* 
stead. of Lord'I^olhian:!") . . . .If*! * 
. gallop fell a lafughing^ at 'her sefri6us 
tone.-rr--' I fear//,saidTJifc,ii/' her "choidO 
not bav^ been.iAuch.m'ore. adini^ 
than it is at present; andE^.id y^Muyx^u tfle 
- . truth 



truth, her preference would not bave been^^ 
any better requited tha» it now appears^ 
iince your returni to be. Sh^dl I to 
you a secret ? F hate mysteries am^n^t 
friends; Perhaps you would not sufiptfdt t 
am a little in love myself in another quar* 
ter." 

" Really replied Margian^, — *^ T con- 
fess yeu dx> surprise me ; but I am glad to 
hear it ; for though I cannot faft in love 
myself, I think it is very fair other people 
should. I hope your mistress is sensible of * 
your affection 7 and F^ave no dmibt of her 
l^in^woAhy oPy6tt,*- 

My taistrcEs-docs not know so mueli of 
my aifection as I have told you in these- 
Ibw words. She is shut up in the black 
tKi«rr> at Widd^fington CasrlCi where she- 
aihg% dances^ and pla^s prartk^ I&e a fairy> 
enchanted in a magic cirete/' - ' • * 
Good HiBiv^ns ! do yoii ihe^atl' Ethel- 
aed's sister ? Is it my cousin AVlette yoil^ 
teiB-in love wsih ^ Andliave you any kopM 
•f obtaining: htr?" j 

"No^ 
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No more^than I have hopes of obtain- 
ing you. Yet I cannot, for my life, fpr- 
get her. I have Ethelred's and _ his mo- 
ther-s good wishes, I know ; but what can 
they avail me, while Bertram lives ? I hate 
him; and, for any thing I can tell to the. 
contrary, he may hate me ; for there never 
is a chance of guessing at his real senti- 
ments on any subject.. In the meantime, 
I love on ; and the remembrance of her 
dear little figure preserves me from every 
other impression. But when you, my 
friend, and now my confidante, are gone, 
what can I do in this strange place ? I must 
hurry Ethelred back to Northumberland, 
and we willbave a touch at the Scots, and 
fight for it/' 

You speak as if our going tvas cer- 
tain," said Margiana; whereas, I hope 
there will be no occasion for it ; and that 
what Btheli^d mentioned to my father at 
Edgehill, concerning Lady Rothes's former 
behaviour, sunk too deep into his mind fo 
be either forgotten or overlook-ed." 

" Pray ' 
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Vr^y Heaven it prove so!" replied 
Wallop.—^* You must he^r somethiipg of 
him soon. Meanwhile, preserve my^ secret, 
and I will do the same by you, when^ you 
give mc one to keep/' 

, Margiar a promii,ed she would be faith- 
ful, and ^ssured him, with very great sia- 
eerily, that. she wished hhu success. 

The next eyeniug she was made happy,, 
by the amval ot*an express from her fa- 
ther, who acquainted Her that Lady .Rothes 
and himself were to begi^ their journey 
the day after that pn which his ^ettetr .was 
^ written, but that they should be some time 
on the road, as Lady Rothes wt^s onty, abte 
.to travel by very easy stages. He ^id her 
general health was precarioivs, and her situ- 
ation peculiarly alarming, an4 thatjihe her- 
self was very apprehensive of the evept of 
her approaching confinement. Hfe stile 
was hurried and unconnected ,- but bf -ex- 
pressed all his usual affection for his 

. ' - daughters; 
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daughters ; and even Genevieve seemed to 
rejoice in the prospect of seeing lum again 
so soon. 

On the fourth dav he arrived at his own 
house, having first seen Lady Rothes safe at 
that of her brother, and was received with 
delit^Ht'by Margiana, and by Genevieve 
with.; a pensive pleasure, ' that appeared 
Struggling to display itself through the 
^hadc of sorrow: impressed on her beautiful 
features.. When she fell, half fainting on 
her father's neck, for the least emotion kU 
moat overpowered her nervous frame* he 
looked at her with surprise, obsei^^ed she 
was grown much thinner than when he had 
ieen her last, and kissed hdt with an air of 
compassidn, that expressed a very different 
sentiment from what he felt for Margiana, 
whose steady principles,/ and fine under* 
standings he really respected- 

He desired tfeey would shew every at? 
tention iri their, power to . Lad^ Rothc% 

during: 
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daring her present danger ; and they each 
readily promised to obey him. However^ 
Margiana determined to take the first op- 
portunity of naming to her father the re* 
port sh« had heard; and it was not long 
before he himself presented her with one* 

Returning one morning from Iwd Lo- 
thian's, he met Margiana repairing thither, 
to see Lady Rothes. — Do not go yet,** 
said he, stopping hen—" I am just come 
from thence. Lady Rothes has had a very 
restless night, and is now fallen into a pro** 
found sleep. Defer your \ml tili the af-* 
temoon,'* 

<• 

Margiana, upon this, turned back, and 
accompanied her father home. He scarce-^ 
ly spoke a word all the way. They found . 
no one in the apartment they commonly^ 
used ; and Lord Widdrington sat down^ 
contrary to his usual custom, for he was 
generally abroad all the mornings. His 
iook bespoke much uneasiness. He pressed 

his. 
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his hand against his forehead.; rose, walked 
about the room, and then sat down again ; 
his eyes fixed on the ground. Margiana 
knew not whether she , ouglit to speak at 
such a moment; but he, suddenly looking 
at her, beheld her affectionately gazing at 
him.— Margiana !" said he, and paused. 
*'What, my dearest father 

My belpved chUdi I am unhappy, and 
I know you Will do all you can to alleviate 
my distress. Many things perplex and dis- 
turb my mind. Some I ought not, and 
others I am unwilling to name.*' 

I dim sure, my. Lord, you do not doubt 
my desire to fulfil, to the utmost, what I 
owe you, task me as you will. Where even 
duty failed, love would lead me on to obey 
yoii/' 

" I belipve you, Margiana ; l^ut you 
yQili«eIf seem thoughtful and perplexed. — 
If you have any burthen on your mind, be 
candid; speak without reserve. I have al* 
wajF^.been. your friend a^ much as your 

father. 
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father. * What tire you afraid ofi** con- 
tinued he, observing she hesitated. 
- Oh, niy dear father, sim:e you.com* 
maiid tne to be sincere, I will confess I have 
heard a report since 1 left EdgehHI, which, 
though I do not believe it, gives me pain. / 
Yet Heaven h my witnesi, on your ac- 
count, not' on my own 'or my sister's, I 
should jfgner it-& feeing weH Wunded/' 
' W3iat>r(fpoi t, Margiaha ?*'' : 

Indeed, my Lordi I^ha-rdly dare to tell 
you, encouraged by your goodness as I 
am. Yet suffer -m^e^ without "tnturring 
yburahgei*,' tt) s^yV l hop5fc «fi1*f -fitter xVill 
never taehlV'tonMAU <ah attlicMvrif 'Which h« 

^Marg?an%** said L^rd Widdrington, 
I hope this everlasting prudence of yG^u!''$ 
Will \yvb\ c a'^bJcssiRg to'90uP<s^f.^f ever 
yT)u ma^r'yvil WiH be* Either ^h^iDoi^^-iOftrfie 
to votH* hiisbaiitf:^ Yet I bught -il&l 'to^j-e^^ 
gret it. Perhaps yod will '^o<9^n'fiave*fteed 
of it.aWj forWour sist^Jti as'^eU. ais yoiii^^^. 

i'^ ' . To 
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to her I shall never give any advic?. She 
has Margiana and the prophets. Let her 
listen to them. Your counsels will be . 
nrore impressive than mine, for they will 
be sfrengtheneJ by example." 

" Oh, my dear Lord, it is for both of us 
to look lip to you for example and advice. 
I did not/presunie 

'' You need no vindication. ,Iam not 
blaming you. But .you spoke of a report. 
Be ingenuouSj and I will be unreserved 
with you 'in return. . What was the re- 
port?" 

Ifhat Lady Rothes has been privately^ 
niarried this last summer, at Edgehill/' 

To your father — Margiana was 
silent. 

It is false; she was not. There was a. 
time when she had drawn a magic circle, 
around me/ and' the lovers of Circe, were' 
not moj-e subjugated than I ; but I am hot, 
nor ever wiil be, her husband. .She shall 
never have dominion over you. Never-* 
. lhel'ess/2it*^uch-a time as this,' do not witfi- 

. hold 
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hold from her any alleviation your atten- 
tions, arid those of Genevieve, can bestow. 
And if her offsprjng lives, and if you lose 
your father, watch over and protect it, 
should it be neglected by its mother/' 

Margiana kissed his hand, in token of 
acquiescence. He embraced her tenderly, 

I would open, my heart still more to 
you," he added but I should not be 
justifiable in so doing. Receive my bless- 
ing, and let me have your prayers in re- 
turn. You have discretion enough to steer 
"both yourself and your sister steadily 
through life, even should you be left with- 
out a parent ; and while she continues un- 
married, you will not leave her. I wish 
you may in time favour the pretensions of 
your cousin, for he would make you 
happy^ unaccountable as you are. But 
whether you do or not, never reside at 
Widdrington Tower; you would not be at 
case with a man of your*iincle's character." 

Alas ! iny father," said Margiana, 
^' why do you talk thus ? Why should either 

of* 



of U8 r6$)dje biit %yl|i^e y^u are ? Some fatal 
secret I fe9i;.^h^^i^s>. wHi|c:h yoa dare not 

Np moi^ I" repl^,he. — Let our coav- 
Vfrsf^ii»/eB4i:hWft. : Th©: wiH of Ufiavea 
must be accomplished ; and it i% yxi\\r duly, 
as well as mine^ to meet it with fortitude 

resignatiRni v.Wc m^y liv^ t.oge^her 
^»9y/.3r.ctlrslWi i happiness^ an^ J, 4iqpe we 
tdi^ll/* ' . • ;?r,v/ jKf . 1 ... .. . .. 

-ftppfoachiogieYjen ti feiit:wholly tat'^as^ r^a- 
^ectiiig' Ladj}<>R&thoSi; ;; fp^: hw. -f^t4ier;s 
^drdisbo tov/bcfUaofed. She ian;- 

^qUainted^ihirireH hi)d:{WaHop.fr4lji; ^ll th^ 
parfi erf*' bssscohtem^oniwhic^ related to 
fcer; and the pleasure t{w.y •Q?cpre8s?d.te*v- 
tified their frien3ship.— Genevieve only 
said — Since you was so averse to Lady 
Rothes becoming a member of our family^ 
I am glad your fears are removed/ —She 
Seemed nowise affected by any thing that 
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Was passing arotiM'^Ber/bUt avoitfea' aVL 
company ; and ias ihe hmHt^y^arty 
chance^ mentioned Lord Lothiah*^ Ddme, 
Margfana began to hbjife feKi iWift growing 
'ashamed or her aeta^hih^r/a!ld'\«ttl^M¥lj£<- 
^lingto^su^>due it' ' > 

'A rtyf9 days t^tktfr. Lady Rmtfes liad u toi^. 
ITonthary tb tb« exp^tfation tff ^It the fi^ef^ 
sons about her, her life was saved ; '\Mt 
her recovery was so slow and uncertain, 
J|hat it long tdnlftiildd m be d^e^red'of. 
The little boy wiichrisiened by the -Saxon 
^me of Hengist; and ito person^ hof^ 
it\€r charitably disposed fo think: as favour^ 
^My as possible of its mother^ oould be>* 
lieve it to be the ton of Lord Koflres/wbp 
iNid been dead considerably aiMkvfe> tiwec 
quarters of fii year. ' 
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CHAP. IV. 

^ Mysterious Siranget. 

A iRfeACHEROus caliii HOW prevailed through- 
out the kingdom ; wid none but the few 
concerned in raising it foresaw the impend- 
ing^cstoifm^ • At length tftfe King's long-ex- 
pfeeled removal to Wiiid«or gave the signal 
for the ctmtpinrtoTs to fet^rt into ^retioni and 
f«arily, but prom|)tly, they begsm their 
opei^trdnl - 

lord Widdrihgtonh depm-tttient gave no 
suspicion in feis own family, tiH one eveh- 
ing, when he to6k teave of ^fi dat^ghi^M 
K 2 for 
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for the night, with morfe of tender solem- 
nity than usual; and the next morning, 
old Kendrew, apparently equipped for an 
expedition, efltercii the haH where they 
were at breakfast, and presenting a letter to 
Margiana, instantly withdrew, without 
speaking a .word; after which, mounting 
his horse, which was in readiness at the 
gate, Genevieve saw him ride away at a 
swift pace, while Margiana read her letter. 
It was from lord Widdrington himself, and 
contained these few words : — 



A* L]tNE to my beloved 
Margiana and her sister I cannot withhold 
. from them, even at this moment of pertur- 
bation and danger, I go, my dearest 
children, to join a 'determined band of 
loyal subjects, resolved to approve them- 
selves faithful servants of God^ and their 
King ; and either to see Richard righted, 
and this realm freed from the oppression of 
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an usurper, t>v perish in , the glorious at- 
tempt. London^ now so peaceable, will, 
before to-niorrow night, become a scene 
of tumult and upi^oar. Keep close, there- 
fore, within doors, tiH all be over, or I re- 
turn to you again. I have, in the mean- 
time, written to Ethelred and Harold, 
though adherents of Henry's, to protect 
you both^ in case of Hanger. 

"Farewell, and pray for our success ra- 
tier than for our safety. 

Your affectionate fiather. 



Severe was the shock feh by Margiana 
and by Genevieve, at the dreadful certainty 
oftheir father being engaged in open and 
declared rebellion. During the former in- 
surrection, that ended in the fall of King 
Richard, they had feared for his life, it was 
true; but the cause in which he had then 
4aken up arms was not only blameless, but 
fi 3 honourable ; 



honauiable; and ifhefell^ his n%m0 ^ded 
on^ to the glonioii^ U&t of thosre who ex* 
^ pitted iip tbf defence flf Xhtiv reignipg sor 
vereigiT. His siluatiqa^^t present wa» very 
different. Success only could, justify the 
undertaking of the insurgents ; and such 
vas the prnsipl activity of Henry and his 
measures^ that succe^ was somewhat iess 
than doubtful. If ihey were defeated, the 
father they loved^ the qhief qf .thecr noble 
house, would ^suffer an-ingldriouB, if not an 
ignominious death, branded with rebellion, 
stained with tiseachery. Conscious, how- 
ever, that their sorrow could be of no 
avail, Margiana e^^t^ herself^ and ex- 
horted her sister to prepare for the event, 
>^hat6^erit migKtbf ; and they determined 
stri^ctly to alpiserve their fsit}^9'$ i^jimetioii 
pf k^ing 9t honWi relying on their pre^ 
sei^t i^^^ful sus{\enise being speedily termi- 
Batie4- Of dissufidi^g Lord, Widdi^ingtqQ 
frgtm hi; purpose th^re was np ch^i^j 
f ven hjid the?e been a likelihood pf wite-r 
f^^diDg ift the.atter^pt for (feey f^^iind htf 

had 
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had London 4at<» oii rtiQ preceding 
e^ningi and almpst iiiMttediafcly after he 
had parted from hi^ daughtei». ^ 

, They heard nothing either of ^thelred 
or Wallop all that day. Both those young 
men v?ere at Windsor with the ICing ; 
the letters lord Widdrington had writtett 
to them awaited their return to LondoTV 
which he knew, from the action to be ha- 
zarded^ must sooti take place. • 

.While his daughters were undergoing all 
the terrors their filial tenderness could in- 
flict, he himself was hastening to the ap- 
pointed place of meeting, where he found 
most of the principal conspirators already 
assembled, with a body of live liundred 
men, at the- bead -of which they resolved to 
proceed immedfatefy M Wted&or,. to seize 
ftje Kinff. thou^ the absence of the Earl 
©f Rutland, son to the Duke of York, whcr 
had hitherto been one of the n?ost zealouif 
tlieirparty, occasioned mbch mfc^ving 

m 
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the minds of some;; tad tfaeir suspfcipns 
w.ere confirmed wfeei), on reaching Winf(kor, 
they found thai the King, already alarined 
by some secret intelligence, had suddenly 
retreated to London. : 

; In fact, the Earl of Rutland, ;finding. the 
conjuration was discovered by his father, 
intp whose, h^d* a list^of the conspirators* 
iiatne3 had (alien, which haddropt from hi9 
own bosom, hastened instantly ^Q^Viindsorx. 
weJl knowing the Duke of York would/ 
without delay, reveal the plot, .and.arriyed 
onl^ just in time. , to make the discovery 
hi;psdC and obtain the King's forgiyenessj^ 
befpre his father appeared. f • ... 

Such was the alertness of Henry and his 
adherents, in this dangerous emergencyj 
that ihe very next day he was at Kingjstoiji* 
Yppn-^Thames,. with an army of tweiily, 
fhousand men, which the rebels, with tliei^ 
inferior nuftibers, not daring lo facJSi ^thejj 
dispersed themsclyes to recruit ^theig 

strength 
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strength m those counties where they could 
comti^iand the greatest interest ; and spread- 
ing a report that the captive monarch had 
escaped from prison, and would lead th~em 
on to battle, many joined their standard^ 
and they encamped near Cirencester, talo- 
iitg possessions of that city ; and several of 
the commanders (of which, however. Lord 
WicWrington was not one) establishing 
their head-quarters within it. But they 
guarded the avenues to it with so little vi- 
gilance, that one Aight the mayor found 
m«an^ td introdi;ic^e'f43ur hundred men, de- 
voted to King Henry's cause, through the 
gates, which they barricadoed, so as to ex- 
clude the troops from without, and thereby, 
inside in easy prey of the foqs they had en- 
''closed'. The Earis of Kent and Salisbury 
w^re seized by the citizens, and, according 
to i the custdm iof those times,' beheaded 
with^iut ceremony. The Lords Hunting- 
don and Spencer, with a few ofhevs, escaped 
over the tops- of houses ta the camp, hop- 
Hng yet to fetorm the .town / but the sol- 
. . .1 E 5 diers. 



diers, diflMvcd'af f )wr appr«hfmaioB pf the 
Kind's troops iaMMAg posses^^ of it, bad 
ficd .vritift theulmi^st preGipjf:atioii^ and (he 
ci>iefs^ abandoaed fay all t^eir fbHovers, 
iiad no resource left but to pursue their 
example. Lord Widdrington^ lyho had 
.continued in the camp« escaped; ^ut 
Spencer^ Huntingdon^ and Lord Lumiey, 
,^ere shortly after takep^ with QT^py . others 
of the conspirators, and i^ere piU to death 
by command of the King, aivho now rp- 
turned to London ; ^n^d declaring ^umself 
$ati$fied mth thd exefiitijpo^ thai bad 
passed^ aflTeclfld to tatt: pf pleoiency and 
4nodenatioi|. 

The inetrap0li9j me^nHmfi, h>d been in 
Ih^t state of rjot 9nd uprcgip which hpxA 
Widdringtpn had forawarned his daugbtois 
of. On the day Henry, had escaped fron 
Windsor} and vas Ifvyipg iffH^ to «aroh 
lo I^iDg^jiQu, crp\y46*^i;e «iB#p in ewrjr 
street, wildly iwining th^ey knew not whl* 
. ther^ and all wait tii^tull^ cwiMS^on^ and 

dismay. 



4Bw>^f? Umj: tkr^m^ to <Ite g^itn. of 

oiicringlfceir ti^d ^hm 

The gallant {|9l^ain: ^ Vfg^t 9(t- 
casion, acted \vith all. tlie accustomed spiril 

9ltmf: v^js ffcf of 

(tf tbe fiu>io»s'»«h» W«lh ie^ .i))r fd^ 
Laiipastrian'aMisf^ ni^aicied ii^xidm.. tiot ti» 

iwed of a few foVtiwejspd^T^esclMt oMcr 
to.the aeifnkiit9 to *MJt* f^lbtf^dtxifs, »«4 
W^Ijr de^bc^'be unntld: «tcHfis» everjr 
ilrqp of hia blo^« Mimte. idiltN^^ 



m 

' So i%98l{ltd*wa!s^-Bfe^1t^- • aod fiis atfd WA- 
lop's ^onra^gfe-wirC^i? ifreit'knoVrti/ that ah 
4ialt endued ; and Btljelred soon^ saW 
-fhe' rin^t^aders d^]ybetat\ng, fltan; with 
-gteii't {)re8ence'0f mliid, and au^re of .the 
generous ofe^ct^^t^iti' English nidVvhe 
raised his voice/ and called out for the 

♦;':;v;.- : -.n..-; v-.. / iw !, " :r ' , 
* • Th^re' * Js a sort of long did Wlcony fh 
j^fciA' W the. hc^ \^Hidh «v6 

lai^e^fdldi^j^yboi^ opcfied ypttn it> and 
'Vhr8Qj2:R Sh^sg Mdr^iana-and-'Ge^^t^i^^, 
\rfh» h§d heard hiWi^Were, lyy Mfe comniand* 
fai^ itdncf, ^dif coQr;^ged to advance/ Hiey 
•fbodibi^Mnd'%1 i'afttng/eicposeditd the gaze 
^nbe s^feiniig. tcrowd^ ! who i viewdd.them 
ivitb iiiiDfe< attention, . They vwi^re habited 
in deep^nioorililig; which the3^ihad assurt&e4 
imnnedhu^ly^ «m! iheir fathelr^ departure.-^ 
The ih<isti)»*ofoilnd<. anxiety was stampeil 
on Margrana^ browv^nd the beatftiful 6e* 
nevieve was in tears. * They both ^bowe^ 
without speaking ; and for a few minu^ 
i ' their 
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•Itetr ibehpldacs^ condimM siloritfas tib 
f^vfi. filhi^lrdd ' scize4 ^^f^^^favoMmble 
(^fds ta vrwld upoQ their' minds. "*v Look 
lip yonderi'^rdie exthimcdviiiiBfey sparks- 
ling like SrCs and. his conifplexfiyn. raisefl 
and gloivrng with the emotions of bis soul. 
f/;tLdok!ui|Bly»nder» and^iiehoM wild are the 
enemiiisijrepthrealieni iShalirhribesard that 
young^amd'd'e fenceless women a^e> th^e oli* 
jects of your vengeance^ while: Hettry abd 
:hi& pa&oei' menaced with rtaa/mjeed *yoitt 
protceiioai? .Away^ away ! ' Idt iii hasten ^ 
defend, the^King ; ahd ifthesr kxireliy oncb 
should afwidsraiUslbe in dan^g^rp we wil| rc^ 
turn and protect them at the hazard of our 

* ^lAtye^'' med^i^liopi; ^'wevwilLcomi 
iikrft an)d%iit liMfe deifib finr tbeiiir if .tbaife 
be-occasidh;-' "^'^ ' . . - / c' --t 

w 'Tlie sudden traMlioh^from • ft»yv>to ap^ 
plauifce wasas^uniwrsal ai in^antaneous;^ 
Thepit>i$^ljR^«aaj^^>W it^tlthidiitg 
wor^h^^^-ftiffiAvii^^litfight Rke d€vtlfrfbir 
i . . ; - them !*• 



-fmm crjsing iouii-r^^f^ko lllie pfcdace> .to 
tb« two ftig^^^Md sistefs^ an4 hhaU thf m ^ 

Ethelr^icfr Was iiotti anaions/tf? Ilttii the 
mawd Sortfard; and -waeed Ms hefahet in 
4Eu^fiH tei ktt consuls, who hotMed lo hixn 
wiih aa expr^asioii iof if luder gtntilude o^' 
•ih^vr fiealiir^ thai mote thdcnmyfurduk him 
ibf : suhttt he had )do0« ; and agaia^ aho ihsf 
abaved looA)S^ mobj who it^ixisAdl: than tiki 
^ of sight df the iioiibr. 

By $uch well-timed exertions as.tb^li^ 
IiOodQ}). nu&rfik tf> ^ 9ti^e of ^ 

ifanquiljtly ; and a£tet Ihe idtt&at oP tfie 
rebels at Cirencester^ the spimt of ff^t^ 
seemed to abate in every quarter. The 
l^g mpw eatabitsbnl jpisnielf io.ap^ 
^pamtf Mmdiv at cmh^; and a21 thuRf 
ifrhow«m Q0.ftiiie»i0xii J^dcbeeo ^pnicern^^ 

upozL 



vpoii^m, eitlter io conciliata ba (axom 
for Ihemsclves, of 'to pbtain^is f^^wdon fior 
their guilty frieods. Ethdred, who bad 
iufprinecl tiis ^ousifts of luB uncled tSfcap^^ 
xecQinnifinded ikem 1^ all means ^ not to 
oinit the same attentixlii ; aod th^yf fibu^ 
.dering al the idea of Ibek falii^r WiWdeJ?-^ 
ing a proscribed exile, in hourly danger of 
being take«i and iBafi^pr€d> apd af- 
ter^ atiJi more alarpsied hy the nepoirf of thr^ 
leisure ind deft^ />f thf}^e I^ojtx}^ wiiQ 
fled lyithbimj were .readily gtti4^ by Avi^b 
prudeot^aod friendly 'advice. 

They pr^ntfed tbepfiselvea, Ihep^i^re, gt 
Ifae pal^ciB^ A0On ifter tke King'^ r«turo> 
with tthrobbibg hefirte^ edttremely )Affi;db<fiil 
iif the reoepiixiHi i|^«y l^haiild ih««rt> aod 
still clad in their mouroing rioW. As> 
vith several other ladies, they were cross- 
ing an jipticiwwbPi* on thp gf o|Ib4 floor, 
4hey Henry descffldjlig ft pnyis^fB stair- 
case, in company with 9 4i^greeable*)j9ftfe* 
ing stranger of a mean appearance, and in 

6 



4uk fashionable dress. . They liappened 
"iobe.tlielast of the party they were with.; 
and as soon as their .companions bad all 
passed on^ the King, delaining the stianger, 
called them back, and spoke to them> but 
in such a way as made them believe he only 
wished to subject them to this man's gazow 

With ah expression of extfemc curiosity, 
he peered at them bbth^ jhts body bent to a 
^faWfring attitude^ and a suppressed cunnin|^ 
in his eye, -that indicated an assumed sup- 
pleness, as foreign lo the real! chaliacter as 
distinct from all manly openness of mind. 
His'visa^e was long and pale ; amd* there 
<^was a -maiignant clist in his features, a leeiv 
•in^loolc, and a cringing bend in his figure, 
:that excited in Margiana immediate and 
extreme disgust. 

ifhis is lord A^id^ringtion's elde^ 
dfeiUghter,'* said H^nry, slightly layihg bfe 
han<t:on'Margidtla's armi , > 

. The 



The Stranger looked at her she bent her 
eyes on the ground. 

" Where is your father, lady ?'* said he. 

The King prevented her reply. — I be* 
?ieve she does, not know, but I will i-efy on 
her word. Have you heard from Lord 
Widdrington since he left London, Lady 
Margiana 

- Ilideed I have not, my liege/' ' 

- ''t Where do yoa believe him to be at 
present 

lie nfcver revealed to us whither it was 
^ bis' intention to retire, in case the rebels 
should be defeated; but probably Nor*- 
fhumberlatid would be his place of refuge." 

Do yott stigmatise the pafty in whose 
cause he engaged with the name -of re- 
bels ?'* said Henry, with a smile. 

'IGertaihly I do, my liege; it is their 
true name ; I can call them by no other. - ' ^ 
. Then your father is a rebel." 
" V^e grieve that he iisso.'- ' 
" The enqiriry is immateriaJ, but/ dtA 

• ' yOU 
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you l^BOW his inteotipn tofpr^^ quitt^ 
you last ?*' 

" Na, my liege. We parted from him 
overnight, m perfect ignorance ; apd the 
Iiex| mnrning we found he was goiu;, and 
)b^d id* a letter for us, acqu^intmg V» 
fci5tjpuf|)t9?e.V » 

The King looked at the stranger^ ^bq^ 
eyes had alUt^fif he^ M.Mar- 
g;ia$^. . Fin(jlii>^ ^mrjl ob^e|xyM him, he 
cast them downwards^ and altered, )he fn^ 
fT^sfdqn 9f '^i^ QQu^TitiQAs^qe^ ;^vfi|ig- fa 
t&e {^ra^Bd, h€( af)l^ed if t^hft I(iHg.h94^I 
/^rthei* ooiiu^n^s forhj^ ? 

ajr of tjpoj, <:optamii^*r^'f X^^ifc^Wag retire 
.\il;ie?i.yj5W jvle^cw" 

Ag3R^the8<rfipgi^b9w/e^,^^ 
hup^Wts, ^4 >b^x^ witMr/¥W» . ; 

As he quitted the ^\}t}^^vixhw, l^enry, 

, fiPnaething 



SOQi^thipg like paternal tenrfwBif^. in hi$ 
inaan^r^ ^aid to heiw-'' Pq you ]^k^ tk^ 
appearance th^t a>aB 

She ^used for ;i rejf^ly^ *\iRwi]Hng t# 
.speak faU6ly> *and fa^rfiil of ofleodirvg.--r- 
Bwt \vitiiout waitit>g for her ^nswer—r 
" Ymi ap# right/' cottuawd he^" he t» 
a villain. If evor you hiin %gM»» tnii^ 

He^ tiien bado them proceed to the pre^ 
Mf^o^j^hex, which he Boon ^rterwardi 
«iitepe<ihH9s»]f. 

M»rgi»»i*'B thaqghti Wftr* «i^growecl by 
v^hat sh«! ju8M«eii aod \mr4:l 9he wai 
*U?Dt^ ftbji^nt, ^^nd p^rpleJiis*? thw 
110; oufi tp wh^m, by rijvealing pe»* 
rk^tfi the ofiiiW relievo it, for Eihelred 
9n4 Walisp wone juftt tHtn a|p»eat from 

TI^K^Pf Ws tQo wwb (ittrw>«ii4«4 by 
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lion/ to aflbrd the- hope of obtaining any 
canfer^nce with' him that day. The sisters, 
therefore, did not stay long at th^ palace, 
though encouraged by as much, and as fa- 
vourable notice from all the branches oF 
the royal family as <iisual,\ Returning 
home, they spoke of the mysterious 

, fitrangeri and wondered who he could be*, 
find why Henry should have brought them 

- so assiduously under his observation. But 
vainly they strove fo guess on cither of 
these points; for as no circumstance ex^ 
isted to guide flicir suspicions td any par* 
ticukr person, they had no chance of form* 
inga probable cof)jectiife ; and their fears 
were too much awakie "on the scoi-e of theif 
fathdr, to admit of thdr thoughts dwelling 
long on any other subject. They were irt 
daily expectation of hearing from himf 
and hoped, wherever be m\ght be, that he 
would find means to dispatch Kendrew to 
acquaint them with his fate. It was not 
improbable that; after* the fitial dis^rsion 
of his party, he might have - takert fcheltef 

. . ' abroad ; 
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aT)toad ; and they \vere induced to believe 
that was really the cas.e, \yhen,;OiT the re- 
turn of W^illop rand Eth^lred tp Londpn, 
the iatte;r informed them he had received a 
letter from his father^ wherein was, no men-? 
tioB whatever of Lord. Widdringtqnj. ^ , 

, However, a^ a few4ays more wor^ away, 
thcir.anxiety incrjeased^andjt was redoubled 
by the report of new disturbances having 
broken out in the Norlh^, Margiana 
dreaded lest her father, immoveable as sfie 
knew his |>rinciples. to be, should join .i^ 
any fresh insurrection, supposing him to 
be still in the kingdom ; and she became 
extremely impatient to. obtain a promise of 
the Fpyal clemency, and that it shot^ld b^ 
made known to her father. After, ooqsult- , 
ing, therefore, her two faithful friends, 
wbb.w^e of opinion that ewry effort they 
coujd Tiiake ought to be. str-engthened by 
solicitations from herself, she ventured tp 
entreat an interview with Henry, who 
jeadily granted her request, and received 
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her, not merely \\'ith condescehsiM, but 
even with kihdness ; fbf as soon as he un- 
derstood the nature of her petition, he 
scarcely suffered hM* to proceed, b tit rais- 
ing her from hi^ feet, at Xvliich she had 
fallen, he told her that lifer prayers had 
been prevented. — " Your cousin Ethel- 
fed," said he, " has alrwdy bbtaitied from 
ine all the assurances you can desire ; no^* 
fvas if with difficulty I ^ranttd thert^ for I 
fcejiexe Lord Widdrin^tpn to have been 
actuated by thotivfes much tnore honour- 
able than any of the other nobles Who en- 
gaged ift the samie despei'ate undertaking. 
They were all influenced by the' meanest 
causes; , disa'ppoinfed avarice, mortified 
ambition, or mdrd v^rtiatiiity of mind, iht 
chiidisK fickleness of the mdb always 'pant- 
ing for sonielhJng nfew. Had they yester- 
day raised Richard a^ain to the thi*one, to- 
day they would again have deposed him.^-^ 
feut what your father did, \ believe; was 
done from principle. I coitsider hirti, 
therefore, ias h'dnou<^bIe ofifehJerj and 
^ am 
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am d^roiis of winfiirig over silch a mdh 
tny tdtise^ by cteffi-ency, once 
Aran, I kncnvvfte wiH jt)e ftiithful ever afnen 
TiMte is akd ^tiot^eir reasoti^ but oM 
^ieh imust alMTcij S'itdnimi::* secret: in* tny 
6wh bi*eest, that urgds me'to forgite iiift 
criiTiK" L'pafdrai iiim» tiittrefbre ; and yba 
niay Sufenn ii$fib> tHat whenever he ^cbnsc^ 
to return to London^ he s^aH be received 
by me as a man whose offence is no longer 
rfetwehiberitrd.'' ' ^ 

Marg^xi4> olwrifowered l)y ihe klensa^ 
ttons so mudi ^^m^ess excited^ ^te alf- 
jnpsfdncapable of inlking any reply. She 
sand :sdaiethiiig'db&tt boundless gfath*d«, 
aild ^nld have: kissed^ the Xingis hand on 
lier iuiees, btit he iovcssw her inteiitiov^. 
Biri/s&toted:ikerikiiBS^£ w!it{iihe gallantry 

- 'Bttliiit' ;pui|jued beL; iiriDgbyfer tone than 
he had us^^bifoVi^i ^oir aoIui<iwle4er 
ments ought not to be confined to me.~ 

Here 
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There are no les^ than three others, to 
^vhom.you ar^ eqiially indebtec}) at: least; 
for if I only had the|)0!wer to .emure yoiur 
lijther's life, they- had jaill will, and wer^ 
eveQ imoce promrp^ntban .yt);tlrseif m tmhg 
for it:"— Thenv calH|>y a i>agle-1^'^ Go/* 
isaid he,, ^ irdbyihit miic\aab^jef,l and liell 
J>ard iPefcy, and the two wb6an&)mth bim^ 
io com« bWher,*' . . ? . ^ 

T^- 'fi'jI o;r ,>'.i 'i*v> ?v; n-: n j -j.. sr j 

Immediately that nobleman e»t«f<ed Wfth 
the kind friends who had so warmly inte- 
i»5ted tH^msel vea^i w ol^owl x WMdrtngtAn 's 
))ehalf ; andiMargiana, who (ka^mjow more 
collectedi said/ every ihingtaherjsKivereigiit 
iKOsi to tbem,: that gnukkldder. collide dkfS»ti^ 
though tpni pressed in' a ;£B^v^</'e^lphhlxc 
^wonls. Jiist,ihoweve£, as she Xvasi pcfcpai^ 
ing to t£ikeihei'ilea>ie, she reci61lected what 
Henry had «aid of her tira;n«mttfTigJtpiiiisr 
father the weltome news of his being for- 
'gi:ctin ^ >and7de,olared:>&dnetf %«[h611y Igh 
•t*nt wbe»e h^|^a4 taken reftfgle;^*' '>if 
— .: i . . -1) */i ift -inA : ifi. J.J* 

-i'i- ''He 



^ He is at Widdrington Tower. He has 
been there some time/' said the King. — 

Write to him this day/ and to-morrow 
morning your cousin shall provide you a 
trusty messenger^ who-wiiJ carry him your 
letter," 

She hastetied home to ol^ey this ptearsing 
order, and cheer the pensive '*Geiie\'ieve, 
who had earnestly dwlinied accompanying 
her to the palace ; and in the evening, 
Ethelred waited upon her with Waltep, to 
receive her commands. She renewed her 
thanks to them ; and they cordially con- 
gratulated hoth the sisters on the amended 
prospect of their father's affairs ; Ethelred 
agreeably surprising them, by saying that 
the King had ordered him to go down into 
Northumberland himself, for the purpose 
of more safely escorting his uncle Vo Lon- 
dtJn, in case any of the Lancastrian party 
should attack him with mistaken zeal upon 
his4-oad« 
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' "Yon lovely rebels as you are/* 
cried Wallop^ that our good King never 
confers a favour by halves. He does not> 
send hfs pa^rdon three, hundred miles to 
Lord Widdrington/ .to.have him massacred, 
at His entrance into London. Make such 
an example of mercy useful to yoti, by imi* 
tMing it yourselves ; and when nei^t, Lady 
K^argiana^ my friend here entitles .himself 
to your gratijfiide, grant him, as Henry 
grants you, more than he sue» for, and- 
tbrow a little love, over and above, into his 
-reward." 

Will you yourself," said Margiana, 
be equally, kind, and, to the obligations 
you bjiji^ei already cotiferred upon, me, add 
one mQi\ei: namely, your interest with ijiiy 
uncle Bertram to obtain one favourOI[wpuld 
faiyiaskofhiih?" 

I would with the utmost readiness, but 
I do not possess any influenoe over hioi 
y^hatever/' 

I am satisfied, Yot cannot grant 

^hat 
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what is»ot in your power ta bestow. — ^Nd^ 
ther can I-** 

Ah ! fair lady, hbw cunnidg you are ! 
But I shall be angry with you if wc fall 
tipoh this subject. A temper half s6 un* 
persuadable as you^^'s wOuld make me; hate 
any body else.'' 

But' if you hate Margiana3 yotf must 
fight with me/' aaid Ethelred; for I 
W4>uld have her bdoml by eviery one, 
though I wish I loved her Ic^ myself/' 

Margiana looked distressed and un- 
easy at these wbrds.^'* Brother of my 
heart/* said she^to Etfielred, " no more of 
this. All the preference I am capable of is 
your's; but 1 cannot perform impossibiH^ 
ties; atid I beMeve a miracle* otily could 
i-ender mc sdsc^ttlle oi love.*' 
' "Oh that I colild peribrm miracles'/' 
exclaimed Ethelred. — would^live seven 
years in a cavetn, as a hermit; or walk ^ 
barefoot pilgrim to Jerusalem;' to obtain- 
the blessed privilege ! -But tell me, sweet' 
cousin, for my time is shorty what is it you 
F 2 would 



^wmld ask of my father. • AH the interest I 
possess, I need liardly say, shall be exerted 
for you, if jou will tell ine how to employ 
it" 

In procnring his promise, my dear. 
IBthelred, that he will for ever bury in oblt- 
'vion all that has ever passed of unplea* 
santlietweenirim and his brotber ; and that 
fie will suflfer you lo be a 'witness of their 
entire reconciliation, so that you may de-^' 
light me with tlie assurance of it when yoit 
Teturn.'** 

I 'Vill do nry tftmost for that purpose,^ 
he replied; and I have no doubt what- 
ever of succeeding to your wish. Near 
relations may quarrel, but there is a somet 
thhig in Icindred blood that must reunite 
them when either is threatened with dan- 
ger, farewell, my "charming friend ; fare- 
well, my dear Genevieve. In ten days at 
^the farthest, expect rne back, and Heavea - 
grant you a happy meeting with your be* 
loved father/' 



They 



THey all said amen ; and the two sisters^ 
were left considerably more af case tha» 
they had be?ti for many days before;:: 
thougb Margiana reflected^ with uneasy, 
•urprise, on the mystery Bertram Winburne* 
hvid made, even to his ovyn so'n^ o£ Lordi, 
Widdringtonbeingmth him% . 
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CHAP. V. 

" A Nocturnal Visit. 

Scarcely ha^ Ethelred Winburne, the next 
morning, proceeded at the head of a small 
body of-nfen, twenty miles on his road to- 
wards Widdrhigton Tower, when he met an 
express sent by the Earl of Northumber- 
land, with advices to the Kiiig, confirming 
a former rumour of new, but inconsidp- 
lable tumults, having been excited by some 
1*aetious spirits in Yorkshire, the western 
side of Northumberland, and Durham.— 
The rebels, as the courier related, were as- 
sembling in the neighbourhood of Raby, ' 
: at 



itihe tiirie life sef ottt on his joutney ; itier 
jrrincipal otgect of wbidh Was to brin^ 
back Lord Percy, the Earl himself being 
indisposed, as well as Bertram Winburne ; 
^ttid both at that period incapable of going-: 
Yorth to qttell the insurgents, whose ntjm- 
Trcrs, lidwever ^anty, were augmenting; 
everyday. 

Eth^Ired idelayefl 'tfie nfesienger 'nt> 
longer 'thttti whHe he ga-thef ed these parti^ 
ctilars, t^nd advised hi-m toinslke ' what speei 
lie 'coulH, while he himself pursuetl his wayV 
alike impatient to behbldhis tincle, whoni. 
lie loVed with- a-filial aTTedtion, to cotnmu- 
toicafe the welcome tidings he ^brought, and 
to r6turn toM'argiana, Wh^se perfectfons; 
df character, mind, and person, became- 
im>reand niore dear to hitn erery hour.. 

. She, in the tticanWhilc, counted the days% 
of his absence, and at times almost petu— 
fently bore the reproaches: of Waltop, who,., 
<vbeiv4ie observed her impatiienice for hiie 
fi 4 return^. 
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return^ accused her of ingratitude for only 
feeling that am patience 09 her father's ac- 
coanU 

But the news brought by the Earl of 
Northumberland's messenger turned their 
thoughts into another channel^ and occi^ 
sioned them some consternation* 

. ^ When Ethelred reaches the country 
wjiere there is any fighting/' said Wallops 

he will not be able to keep away from it ; 
and the Lord preserve King Henry's par- 
don, if he joins in the affray I" 

'I The Lord preserve ^my father out of 
the affray replied Margiana, " If, hope* 
less of being forgiven for what is past, he 
should have joined these new rebels before , 
bis nephew sees him, he will be undone,-— 
It cannot be expected the King will restrain 
his resentment against any further pf- ^ 
fence." 

"We will hope for the best," said H?i- 
rold. — I trust your father would not be 

so 



so madry; blind aa: to persevere to his^own^ 
ruin, in so desperate « cause ; and Bertram^ v 
surely^ \muld do dnsL utmost to prevent him* 
LoriWiddrington's taking shelter in- the 
fortress his brother coitiinandsi shews they 
are upon good terms* I .haTe. no fears 
upon this score^v 

M^rgiana,' endeavoured to feci cotai- 
fiH-ted ; ^nd<}ns^t then, happening to re- 
collect; the mysterious {^trapger /she^ had' 
fjoen- at court, .shoi meiUionedi the circum- 
stance to Harold, and related aU that ha4 
passed upon the occasion.^ He- wa* sur- 
]^ised,'?and could n4tatn all account for 
vihat had soimuohlp^ifpleixed both her and 
-her sister.r H4s4eftii^d her ti) dQ«cribe the. 
man.'s appearatice^- vrhich she: did as^ acicu- 
rately as^^ was in her power; but he couM 
not^ /or :some time> recollect any one whom 
the descriptipQ fe^mbled. He questioned 
her jas^to his dialefct;?— *^ He jjpokc so low/* 
said she, " I could iiot distinguish i^,-' 
; His^ liiannersand deportment?" ' 

r5 '^They^ 



idea «F being 4tt»uned:^ 

dkni )be had ^ Bir iiif iieing ja/dvpen^ 
ant 9 H« 60Mic»d 4»ie >i]iofe ^used to d^y 

" Then I think I kwow the «iflii } Imt irs 
I cannot be sure, we will say no mye abmit 
"fcrm. ' #rehfly^Oi it w^klS be m4Jst^i>iKic- 
cbikitafcfe: BiK ihfc^wnot lue. te* m talk 
ottly «f Loifd WjSdrJn^kxnlB ydturn. We 
ha>^ iWih «fhe |lk>ith very soen ; 
a*Vid fhepe k H^ilb i^ht <9f its ^^eirug fa- 
votii^e. ^Hofsp»r ^^et &Hnva^ at half an 
hoivr'^s notice, as i^he^rMAy- as 4f all tfae 
preparations had- not been made Tor kis 
mar-riag^. But he wilI*4iaJve'^ne. more lau- 
rel to present to His fair ibride at Wa *re- 
turn. He waH disperse Aiis feeble ib«s 
with a breath, send us jat>couiTt 'of Jits 
victory, and then come back triumphant 
with your hther, itnd our M)ble Wiii- 
burne." 

Heaven grant it \" replied Margiana, 

with 



-y^hh a deep isigh ; " but we Iwpve been 
long under iperpeluBl alarms for my be^ 
loved father^ that ! shall n^ver be «ble t4>^ 
ipersuade myself be issemirely safe>.till vtt 
iee bthi here in tile bosom of ^hi$ ot«%L^ 
'family/' . 

Wallop assumed her; fhat with^ lifefmg- 
^o sanguine^ she might now- focit fiorWari • 
to the enjoymeoFt of thtft tetiafiicftiob In 
v^ry \ittik tnoie ffhan a VQ^^ *.pM tfriftisfr 
ithjft 'he would be caa-eftfl to'l&fitfglidf^Chfe ^ 
earliest intelligence that arriwdi ^olf ^Mt 
was passing in the North ; whither/' said 
4ie, " 1 think T' ought to te^ve gone #ith. 
Lord Vercy ; but the King irhose to detaffct 
me here oA liusiness^ that in my opinion^ 
might: as well haw been attended . tb'^by 
«ny other person; However, shciH ndt: 
Tegret his fancy, ifmy Stay protes iti 
degree serviceable to jot^ .^ 

They now partedj and Margiataa md^€f^ 
nevftve went to see Lady Rothes, a tii^Hf^ 
ihey seldom omitted; for more tban i\v6 
r 6 or 
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pr three $uccessive days. Nor was their so 
doing thought reprehensible^^notwitbstandh 
ing the lightness of her character, when it 
5vas^ recollected how nearly she had bees 
related to their mother, ^nd how probable 
it was that her reputed connexion wilt 
rLord Widdrington would terminate, or had 
already terminated, in marriage. Such, at 
jeasta ^as tli^ piiblie opinion; but the 
of his daughters, on that head, had 
Jhecii .entirely dispelled by, the &w words ^ 
Jie Jia^j^poken to Margiana. 

Jheir love for him was, if possible, so 
much increased, by his absence, and his 
past, if not actual danger, that they now 
felt a pleasure in paying attention to Lady 
:ilotI)es ; for as be had desired they would ^ 
4o SO4 it was like rendering a duty to him ; * 
and besides, not doubting but th^t little 
Hcngist was in fact their brother, they 
Ipyed him with that sort of natural aflfec- 
,tiop incident to good-tempered and well- 
disposed young women. Margiana, in 

particular. 
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particular, had him continually in her armsv 
while Genevieve, who Was a greater fa- 
vourite with Lady Rothes than herself, de?* 
votecftnore time to her than to the child*. 

All, however, that either of them could 
do, seemed received rather as a right thas' 
as a favour. If their visits were long and 
frequent, it was well; They amused her 
while she was so. sti*ictly confined as to be^ 
unable to admit other guests, whose/ society 
she would have preferred to theiar's but if 
they omitted waiting upon^ her. a .day 
longer than usual j . they wece often^ ques4> 
tioned as to the dispositiouvof ^their ; time j. 
and even occasionally reproached, in a 
scanner they could not- conceive -^e had 
any right to assume^ lias tr^ie^ the gentk 
timidity of Genevieye had, Jn some, de^ 
gree, gained upon the selfish anji. hard nar 
ture of Lady Bothes ; . bu.t there w^ an . in** 
dependance of character belonging to Mar-^ 
giana, a noble candour, and a superiority 
of understanding that secretly rendered her 

the 



Jhe object of iher ^ivemioti.; though^ in or^ 
der :to ascertam her -not ijeing uriih Lord^ 
- iothian. Lady Rothes woiild wUingly ha^^ 
engrossed all her houFB^ 

Lord Lb^hkrn vrtis at this time about ^e* 
eouct^and r^irely in bis own house^ except 
daring the periods of rest ; for when Mar- 
^ian» wa» there, he knew wholiy con- 
fined herself to htsisidter'S apartfUie^nt^ Avhere 
the latter took carre never to admit him, 
ivben be mij^ht aee^ (he person she wished, 
iior ewr to separate him from. He often- 
end inorariabfy declared to Lady Rothes 
that he never would ^marry any woman but 
i^airgiana> Winbu^e ; and professed^ ei^en 
iwbile he wia apparently trifling wilh them, 
ihe mo^ profound -indifference for all 
i6the«9vnot>excepting'the'Iov^ly Genevieve 
ferselfy Whose parHal!*y<for him he was^pld 
'^f frum «yeiiy quarter but her own. 

•To *eep hnn from Margiana, thcrerdre, 
tiais ajStudy to which Lady Jlothes bent her 

unremitting 



.mumum. ' ^ ; lit 

.jffc^iefttfsdly ithRe^tened with lUtocks af a 

.leon^imirti^ mtme, Ibis {unfeeUn^ siater 
-argjaed vwith .heracfVf, that i:f she could but ' 
tprnmnt Obis marrymg »for a few years, his 
^eauljideath VFGFiild.]9rf>bably ensmie lo!ber-^ 
Mlfaadrfaer son^ young £aH erf Aoihrs^ 
i«ba^s^l oreoudiDed mrScoftkoid, a consider 

.flrable(»ddttton'Of )piropeFty, ivdiich ihidntutl 
extravagarice was liJcely to render very ac-^ 

-jeepndDfe to* her. lEfae dGsigii BfaMr'iuediv 
teted^ thCTefore, mm to «btaln^ by oucrrjt- 
:mg Iwd Widdckngtobi^^befiipte an itbnkm/r- 

'^tv establish DBient for iaierself^ si»h. as) alt<^ 
thbrfty ^xM'er lusidaMflghtefs^.that she might; 

' if oifCinnstmeeBti^ei^ived it, ittkeffhe ^Jitf, 
under & shew 43f eivSky^ dMrb mtb Scot- 
land, where the 4(emdle 'situai^ of Roth^ 
Castle^ built o«va I^Mten^ i«iMrjt IWr to4hb 
North of Edinbupgh, 'might effiiotiidHy 
cure her from the pursuit of Lord Lothian^ 
"vhose^oiHistaqcy/diB dhinot doubt/ I'^duld 
in time have itsxiae wei^t /wi Ai h»s iite'hM^tb 
intensiliie mistress. Jllirgiaaa^s pe«8ev««i- 
3 



ihg rejection of Efbelred' convinced Ldcly^/ 
Rothes that she ^^as not so indifferent to^ 
Lord Lothian as she pretended to be; Yor^ , 
judging of Margi^na'& character her own 
ftelings^ she suppose it ' ntledy^ iinpos<» 
sible. that she should refuse the haifd of «a » 
fine young man of Ethelred's expectations^ 
unless she was secretly, influenced by a pre* 
possession in favour -of some other. ,p^rsoft«. . 

Duiing this interval of expectation and ! 
hope^ mingled with many apprehensions^ . 
Margianaivas pleased at-obterving that her 
sister did » not appear . at. aU solicitous ta 
throw herself in Lprd Lothian's wsay. — She 
even sometiEDes fancifidisbe^sawvadawn of. 
returning^ cheerfulness. . gleaming thrbugh 
her deject!^; but ut ..resembled the faint 
and . momentary stuuggles^^of moonlight^ . 
o^verwhelmed by Watery clouds^ .: 

Bthelried had been gone niiie days from % 
London, and ao.intelligenceihad yet* been 
received fromr Lord.Percy ; though itiwas 

judged 
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judged he must hav€ collected a sufficient 
number of his father's vassals to have al- 
Teady made head against the malcontents^ 
Whenever Margiana and her sister saw 
Wallop approaching, their hearts beat witb 
an undefl;iable sensation ; and thejr 
>vatched his countenance before they dared 
to ask him ^hat news he brought 3at 
news he bad none ; and tl^e tenth and the 
eleventh day passed over, in blank and 
painful expectation,. 

On the morning of the twelfth, they re« 
ceived from him these few li^es 



lATB^Iast night a mes- 
senger from Lord jPercy arrived at the pa-> 
]ace« A skirmid)^ for it cannot be called 
an action, has taken place near Raby ; and 
the rebels are so completely dispersed; 
that their defeat must prove final. None 
"of note are killed ; nor do l^heat that any 



-of that description were engaged" ifh tiie 
Bide of the insurgents. 

"In a pmale letter to n^yself, lord 
Percy informs , c&e /he 'h«id heard of Ethcfc^ 
•red's arrival a week cfgo, at Widdrington 
Tower/from ft person who had just left th* 
9ieighbourhood^ and that he meant to sift 
ai>ut from ithcnce on ^Friday last . This eveof 
•ing,' therefore, *e WfH sei^ainly 'be in ?ion- 
€on t^a rktt bwrhig h^n my flower tb 
wait upon you wi^h this'iyews stt present, 2i 
will make free to visit you towards the 
-close of dtey^-'tb ivcflcctoe iuord Widdring- 
ton honm. 

Your faithful servant, 

H. Wallof," 



Itte%htBd<by)t}iis <9^koffie mtelligen^M; 
Jtfxrgi^na gave ^ifrsy to lbe!l)v«li£st: joy, ^nil 
ifehmif ithette wflBrnoc my yfMng ^aove in * 
^he world for thin* ito wisb for, * She ifitrovt^^ 
to aii^ure'€rfi^!dieve d^ith :hier wwi cheaj^ 

fulness^ 



*f6liiess^ and in some measum wcoeeded ; 

.for there was such a cadiant;giow :<ff hap-^ 
piness on her exprefisWe iaee^ taa it waa 
hardly possible to li>dk4tt whhom partici« 
patbg. 

" He is already only ti trifling -diSTance 
from us/<^ 0xok?iHed ihe ; " and 'I knrow he 
is as impatient to embrace us again as we 
•are to'n)<hoM bhn. ^Oh, ^y dear midter ! 
-^alt B*jeffifl iiM?efmg it win W 
• '^n&itutiis ^iloBg^trare^lill'evenm^^* w<l* 
<!6tei!ev}evcr-f'' It »}s very Wly fyet. We 
^Atatl have iseV^Fa^l >tedfotis 'Iroirrs ffait 
.atlll:* ^ 

00; sister^ ikty »wJfl not -be ti^imia. 
2|l^e 4ave*the'certain*y'oF«eiTTg him at'hi«t, 
^at "ibsAm us amends for atl our'pasfstff^ 
Iermgs^t8f?d«ndets^€vepy presettt momeiit 
v4«lighfftfl:'^ ' - J 

»It is«p*easafift ^^e yWu •so ^hap^JT 
t»a^i43eHCvijp4re, wHft-a*fakK*mite. "Many 
people would give you credit for loflfbing 
forward rather to the return of your lover 

than 



than of youl^ father/ And are yoir quite 
fitire Ethelred might not clarm'some sha^ 
in your present joy 

Indeed he would claim more than hii!f 
due. If my father was returning alone^ I - 
should be equally happy. Consider that^ 
till within this hour> we knew hot when, or 
if everj we might see hiDoi again/' 

Thus Margiana talkedj, when not em«^ ' 
ployed in giving household directions re-^ 
latiTe to the wished-fot event of the even-- 
ii9g. . She had no time: to go to Ladty 
Rothes, or even to think of her. If she 
left the house for an instant, her father> 
during that instant, might arrive^ and sher 
would not but >velcome him on the thresh-- 
old;, for the world. When -she fancied 
. every necessary^ order was given,^ she sat 
down at the window, to watch his. comings 
till, recollecting something. «tee sMe ha<L 
forgotten, she agaixx^staited up, too happf/ 
forrepo9ef» 
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'^^^aIlop Found her in this state of joyful 
/perturbation when he came at the <ime he ' 
had mentioned. ' 

"•'TVfy sister lias been thus all day^'* said 
•Genevieve, who was sitting quietly at her 
needle-work. — She has not taken a mo- 
ment's rest since your letter catne this* 
morning/* 

That is right/' cried Wallop.—^' This 
is not a time for rest. Put up your work, 
for shame. Your father must be about 
entering London now. The siin has been 
set above an hour." 

Do you imagine/' said Margiana, in 
some alarm, that he, or that Ethelred 
jndged it expedient he should enter the town 
after it grew dark ? Is there reason to ap- 
prehend he would incur any danger by 
being seen ?" 

Oh no ! I had no iiiiew to that, in 
what I said. I only ispoke frpm having 
calculated the time they would be upon 
<he road since l9&t Friday^ Pray is Lady 

Rothes 
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I^^thes acquainted: with Lord Widdring- - 
ton's expected, return this evening ?" 

I must confess I never once thought 
of her the whole day," replied Margiaria. 

»She is ignorant of it, unless you have 
tajcen any means to. inform her." j 

Not I, truly ! I have thought of her no 
more than you have, since I j*eceived Percy's 
letter. But it will be all in good lime to* 
morrow morning. I am heartily g)ad she 

not well enough to stir out, oi^we should 
Imve had her here now/* 

In disjointed conversation X\ity wore 
sw:ay two hours ; for Wallop and Margiana 
were too miich discomposed to talk cohe* 
rently, oreven^to sit still for above a fev 
minutei^»at a ttme^ when at length, a& they 
werebe^nDiog to think the travellers very 
late, a loud trampling of horses' feet was 
hjBard in the street. They all tjtree has- 
tened to therdoor* It was a party of about 
twenty horsemen; and Margiana's arms 
were akea^y .ext^ded :to etx^race her fa- 

' ' ther. 



tlier/Wheh llie Ifeader, by the light of some 
torches, borne by his.followers, observing 
Harold Waliop, advanced towards him, at 
the same time taking off his cap^ and' dis- 
covering the features of Lord Percy. 

Welcome back, my dear LqtA/' cried- 
Wallop, ''though you are npMhe maft we 
expected to see. We give you joy of your 
victory ; but have you seen or heard of 
iord Widdrington aiid his nephew ?*' 

I believe them to be a few miles^ be- 
hind, me," replied the Northern chief.— 
^ A man-overtook u^ awhile ago, who said 
he had passed a small numl^er of mtn, of 
martial appearance, upon the road/' 

Lord Pefcy then TSsdutiMl the two siste^s^ 
as they were retiring into the ^ hou)se, in, 
disappointmetit ; and tellings Wallqp he 
would hitv^ further talk with him the next 
day, he rode forwards, while Harold fol- 
lowed Margianc^ and Genevieve into the 
«pa0tmcttt they hadquittftdt ^ . 

''Two 
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Two hours more/' said' he, as he im- 
patiently traversed the room ; two hours 
more, and they will be here !" 

Alas \" observed Margiana, the horse- 
men mentioned to Lord Percy might not 
be them. If we should be disappointed 
after all, and not see them to-night 

' Do not talk so wickedly. Lady Mar- 
giana. It is impious to harbour such 
doubti." 

I rather wonder," said Genevieve, that 
Ethelred, who is always so considerate and 
attentive, should not have sent a messenger 
forward before now to apprize us of their 
near approach.'* 

This remark made both Margiana and 
Wallop look grave ; but he soon rallied his 
spirits, and rattled so gaily, that she cotild 
not but feel re-assured. As soon as he per- 
ceived he had dissipated her fears, he began 
to talk of Ethelred, and good humouredly 
afbused her, as he bad so off^n done before^ 
for what he called her vile stoicism ; tell- 
ing 



is« b«F^t:)^d ^ lifted 49 f^»mni^fflMi 

sapbers ^cX^.eld» rby 0Htdamt;$hem [all^ 
bav€ .beeiH liko tha tcoy i]>j^bie bei«^I4 

very foreign to the real state\9if;4|isi:f|}nd<r 
Weaty at liB*if[lJi tt£biS«ajfl*i!y,!j||wi4fc^ 
iaet^ith ifcam>iMafgmia bieg|Bp3d.'ha wdiiU 

powered^ nervously bunst )lito ieairiiM iiA 
left the room.. 

1^; Hrrl :V: 

%bat;havv J '.tioB4vP\i^d fttfv^<»|^ 
mitebisufipised.-^^.iblVell deiednitoQSjSQBi^ 
for that Jrfr:i%^f>£:dK!^xril^f .i^iktti(}iik% 
ashamed of myself/' 

VOL. n. ' "^J* i ^"f^i^^ oiorfifertMayi 
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ii^ffttSy tiresome/ ' if ' A^st he'^ cortfesse^i 
thoUjgh 4 jsnbW7<yar 4h&live Waiai a frieodljr 
oile#'- 'Butlhe ieia»t you can now^lo, to de- 
serve ouf paridofa/j^ to go qtiietly away; 
Ibr.you fihd'4t«^is grown - 66 late> there is 
^aircdy th^inj^of seeing niy father to- 
iiiglit/^filro-iiteinhAWv it yon fcave fei^uFr^, 
lieitdW^t^X*p6n ns^^nd we Will thanfk'ydif/' 
But 'if I leave ybu» now, tay sweet 
ijri^ndj youi 'W!ill ^]ndjll|;e a thousand fright- 
itirf^Oti^^an^ think- OT jdothing Wt Lof d 

I shotfMcthiwt 6f ndAJrig else/ if you 
staid. B&ides^ if you will not leav^e 10x0, 
I mu0t leavei you^; for I realiy wisAi tQ be 
^ith my sister*^? . . - 

She held out her hand, and was bidding 
hffii gQijfl tiight^ when a servant !8uddenly 
ei^eredy v^iid tdld Wallop a maui in the* 
holt wanted ito^speak y/'uh hSm. 

'\f52Xhfe «roat iull^ifby«I9t*Q^,•* Mar- 
giaiiaa * >1- c^jd^fit l^e aaA : ifito, . ];he next 
ro(»ii> where there is » fire/' 

•'Some 



' ''IlSbwe inessctigper frdm Ethelrcd/l; ' 
hope/' said Wallop. — He haistened but, and- 
foir above a «|iiiaft£fr of an hotir Margiana 
waited alond> in at state of breathless siis« 
pense. Through the ctevice^ of the-pah- 
nels that divided the neighbouring apart*^ 
meivtsj whJch were hung with loose arHls> 
sk^;heard:WaUdp speaking^ in a low tbne/ 
but it was with difficulty she at alt 'dis- 
tingi^ished tht voice of the stranger. Het 
anxiety ^nlounted to. anguish. There was 
asrpall dodr c<>inHiunicating wlth the rboin - 
they were in,, concealed by. thjC hangings. — 
Sh^ approach^ it, to hear if her father's 
name was mentioned, and nveaning to re- 
treat if she found they were conversing on 
any pther^rtibjeiS,' 'AishodfcetiJtcarj there 
\v|ftc^^/p^U$e in their .dijapourse,.* Wallop^: 
broke it. rr •• • *r • -.^^ 

Thi3 4feadful newi^" said he^ ff: wilt; 
breSk their hciirts to a. certainty;'* I i r i . 

Mirgianai .whose blood- Mn'i^d as ice/ 
sofdy 0jien6d the door. -The sti^anggn-fti : 



a)inourn£iil tona^ r^^d^^ How dktll we 
break it to them 

, '' Would it weK oyc^/' Mswered Wal«- 
lop. — At ft^y rate^ wd: must not ieave 
th>M to-night" . 

Mmrgiani^ now mcdpsdib «f fUn(i»r¥^«- 
traintj advanced fvonili8|Hiid '&e aim,'ai»d 
stood trembUng, and paSe as a spwf re; bs*- 
faf e Wallop and the supposed ^mtget.^ 
They were at the farther ieifd ^ Ac long 
apartmeilt, :|^oofiBQ3r lightifd b^y dfltig em* 
'bers acfed a dngk fetisp, ^a^idi -i^SRi^e tn^ 
abled her to diacern that the latter w^a 
Elbelred bttnaelf. 

Tfef aiaftod on beholding hc^r^^ She 
noised not, iRnratadnipaedta tift«r a. \^ril. 
Alarmed at the stupefaction that M^eSL 
ffkimng im htte ^tsac%, «bey iq9proa4:1i6d 
her, and Ethetod hneeKng down, ilaitl^ 
•• My deawai oouaib* e«rt70iir fortitpte**-- 
yourrgood aense*— your |iie<^ 1" He ^ae 
not aibk to proceed. 

•' Speak 
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$9«ak. on" md the. convulsively.-- 
" Any th«ig' \»ut 8t»pense— MJr fa- 

Ildb^ked MTOW, tunMtl fr«m h«r, and 
- MitilMi tkt Kid* of ike room, vien h* 
k»tt«d:fci» bead against the faMBgings. 

It must be done/' cried Wallops aptadc^ 
ipg fast. — " You must know all. — Lord 

WWdfbgtiBtti-T*^-*' 

^' h no miin,^ said Margiatia, wiili af^ 
fectfed res«du!tidn.*^WaIbp fowMcd his 
^oice*«-'^ He went to Rabji, concealed in 
llie garb of a simple knigbt and fell there, 
fighting for King lliehard.'' 

Sthelred now rsised his head to obserre 
Margiana. Sk^ did not feinf^ but her eyei 
were fixed ofi vacancy, appearing uncon^ 
scious of objecfa before ber. \ Ethelred 
drew near^ and supported her, but she did 
not observe his action. Wallop asked her 
to return to the room they had quitted. — 
' o3 She 



126 / MARGTANA-. 

She stiffered them to Ifead her to it, and they 
placed her on a, seat, "where^ feoVering her 
face with both hands, she heaved a sigh 
that seemed to cleave her heart, Ethelred, 
leaving her with ^ Wallop, went ^ to find 
Ceneviei^e, to^fwhotn^ on hei^' tetitth, he 
broke thedisnial truth*..; But.i^^e scarcely 
understood him before she sunk lifeless ^nto 
his arms.' • » ti-.^ 

. . - -^'^ ' \ \ * ■ * * 

Wallop, who thought this the most for- 
tunate event that could have happeheid for 
Margiana, now directed her attention: t& 
her sister; and caUing isotne female 
domestios into the rot)Bpf, Margiana helped 
them to convey Genevieve ijjtp her own 
chamber, where they spent the remainder 
of the wretched night ; whilst Wallop iand 
Ethelred waited in the room ' below ; nor 
would they, even when the morning 
4awned^ both qvit the bouse together* 



CHAP* 



MARGIA'NA. 



127 



4 

' ••' CHAP. VI. '■ ••■'i^'j.r . j: c'.-i , 

A Sword, a Shield, and a Fatting, 

It was some time before fithelred andlla-^ 
rold Walloj^, now left alone; could eon-^ 
verse With any degree of cbmposure.~Th3e 
heart 6f 'th^e formet' Was almost broken' b;^ 
the sight oiF Mirgiana^s silent aifrguish; 
added to his own sorrow *; and when ^fcis 
friend entreated him to lie down^ and en-^ 
deavour to obtain some rest, he said he felt 
no fatigae but that of mind; and that if 
was impossible for him to think of rep^osci 

Harold respected; his grief too sfttcerely, 
- c 4 and 



and was poss^ed of too much good sense^ 
lo makq use of. any of the comtnon-place 
arguments of consolation. He sinc€lrely" 
liiiptnted, with hiai*- the death of the 
amiable^ but erring, Lord Widdfington ;— • 
and ivhen he perceived Ethelred a little 
more tranqurl^ desired^ if the task was not 
loo painful for hip own* ffelings, that he 
would relate the parliculars of his Journey 
tq Widdringtpn Tower, 

A very dismal one It w$s/' replied 
Et4ieJred,T--'f ¥»y Hew^iV iu ite wratbi 
iwv^r jHRi^h j^ft vifh s^gb inpther I Nqt- - 
tbnigJb»v« tot rfk^q fpn^ec my feel- 
ing& A<:ute than,, they ave^ Mi ^iuco 
I camiat. for w i»*tani* twn ji^y Uwygbts 
tpmy ^thoT^ut^^Pt^ vby shquW I »ot talk 
p| this ? 

^'Jowvdj the ftf ^vfipwg^ OA 

th^ Syurth d^ ?^fter n^y d^p^rtur^ firq» 
b^tMpp^ I Wrryvc4 tbe^fn^ viUi^fi ypu re- 
collect about ten miles on this side of Wid- 
driagton Tovner- I hiMi |iMp4 to h9ve 

reached 



reached the end of ray journey et^rlier; 
but the extFcme badness of the r<Hi» 
which had been very much brokeli up^ had 
considerably delayed us, during the fonqor 
part of the day ; ^nd our horses now wot^ 
so much fatigued^ that^ with great regret 
I found myself ooo^peUed to hilt at this 
placej and have them fed. 

Just as I was alightiiig et iht door of 
a house that, seemed the qiort likely to 
afibrd us refreshment^ I saw two taen oonh 
versing together^ one of whoin^ I thought, 
was my iather's confidential •errant, 
Scruton. I approached him, to ascertain 
'tine fact J for it was nearly dark; and, 
speaking I i^tsiticeds, thr feUow started 
at my \m^^ 

* My ycrung nsastar P he exebiawdi, in t 
sui^riae, that I tlrought da£ not seem to* be 
a pleaAirabie Me; ^ yau^ase ao dotdrtgoing 
to Widdr'mgton T^wer 
. I caU9d h^ after me iB4b the hotar^ 
Inhere, ea^itmhg after the health isf th# 
fwHiy, I told him tl« purpose •£ my rtdt^ 
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and that I brought King Heniy'is pardon fdit 
my uncle. He asked nae if I meant to stay 
^here -I was all night, for he had observed 
the jaded condition of our horses, and I 
fancied appear^ed confused,, when f made- 
answer I should proceed in an hour'ife time. 

* But/ said I; * as you probably have a 
horse here fresher than any of mine,, wet 
wiil exchange ; by which means I can ga 
on nlone without any delay ; for I am ex** 
tremely impatient to see my unelei' 

• *- 0h,' said* he, / do not- think of going 
i^lone at this late hour; skmnishing parties 
are crossing the country in every direction;, 
and, as many of them ^re in Richard's infe* 
iiest^ and you ave^so^ well known for a Lan- 
castrian, you would incur the greatest dan- 
ger of bein^ iU-rftieated, and even slain.^ 

e <M toRhim his. f^irs were idle, and his 
reasQriiDg frirolDifi^ since I had nothing tc^ 
apprehend in a country %fiere I wii^knowni 
9iid wliere I believed myseli^ not 4o be un- 
^opular^ at the same time induing on his 
obeying me ;^ upon which, saying he muet 
v^k. ' . submit,. 



* submit, he abruptly left tne. I also went 
out,' to give sortie orders to* my own peO*- 
pie; and soon after, wondering Scruton 
did not appear with his horse^ I sent one 
of them to saddle it, and bring it out.— 

' Judge of my surprise, when the man re- 
turned and told We that Scruton had him- 
self mounted the horse the very minute he 
left me^ and had rode ofTat three quarters' 
speed, forWiddfingtdn Tower f ' 

Could r hdive overtaken, I should in*- 
stantlyhave fdlIo\vted him r and notwith- 
standing the respect I owed niy father, 
have chastised his insolence as it deserved ; 
Int as I had no '<:hance of bfeing able to do 
fhat; I wa* obliged, however impatiently, 
to yield to circumstances, arid wAit until 
two of our best horses were sufficiently Ve- 
fcruifcd to alfoVr of 'Iny pifoceeding with a 
single follower. - " •* \ ' *' 

Twd hour^ hior^fc, He^isfrtheless,' were 
imavoldably wasted, before I reached home, 
where 'I perdefved Kglrts I burning in the 
watdH-t6w^^ an* looJp^Tkolesw^ind the draw- 
^ ■ G a _ bridgis' 
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brMg^ \st doLwnr My fe^b^r mtx me at 

i but he $f e^d^d, coiUi^ry tc^ the u$ual 
cpmposqre pf hiis; ^ppi?araQce^ i^ n^lich 
.emotioif, i^ptiQed hup§elf, ^ud 

attributed \t my uwxpp<:ted arrivsil I 
a^kt4 if Scputan had nat returned befose 
tie, aud caw9itt»icated tbe jojful nature 
' pX wy errand ^T-rr' Scrutan,' replied roy 
fatheri ^ cain^ b^k^^ little' while Ago^ as J 
am taI4 fov I b^ve a^t hiqo^. and pro- 
,clain^ed youf ap{n;daf;b^ guying you would 
have rode bitber flone^ had bf not pre^ 
^'^ntf4 yoV/ j^4gH>g it wqi|Id be uass;afe."^ 
JBut cQiqe iih you, must be w^iarj.. Yov 
b^ve probably .i^tjQd but UiUq while odp 
yourjfOttjpn^y/ , 
: I (bllo w^d my faiber thf ^»gb ^ fST^ 
j^all qf the qsfifiA» intp .tb« 9na)ler 
vrhich^he usually inhabits^, a^ tftfJ^sat^ 
9^nly bis customary CQmpWH^> 
de, indulging in his ancient, privilege of 
iiito^ic^tioi^. I 9d^ed afl^r my mAtbef 
and iord Viidi^ngjLQn ?^' They are botb 

- gone 



gop© ta r^st> ray dear Ethclred>' answered 
my father, ' and you shall retire also^ the 
moment you have bad seme refreshment. 
Xq-morrpw^ we shall have much to say to 
each other. Q^^ti yoiA . talked of joyful in- 
tfUigJ^^pe. :^pl^'n thajt point t/Q-ijighJ.*. 

''*t I ac<tu«in4^d my father that J^ord Widr 
dfiP^tOip.^?^ forgiven- aeemed aetp^ 
nf^ed(, %ad la^inqched put^ as; I thoagbr^ (09 
tiSLwh injprajse of the King's clemency, 
and too little in rejoicings for his brother's 
wfety, I was vei^ urg^fit to see ray unclp 
immediately^ aUd asked wha would not wil- 
Uogly] hate their i:est disturbed to receive 
such^ welcome newa) But mif father w;^ 
perenfplory in hi^ cotnmap;^ that I ^ould ' 
d€&iF all 9>mmubica|d^ till the next. 
^QrnMi^;, imd Siqrutqfn soo^ afterwardf 
Wimfl^H^ m spine «U|h>M4 ^ your unclei, 
my dear grpwii^ extremely ioy^ 

taf aQd fre^ibli^Sfo^fe^ .uaMJ^ w^n he 19 
in liqu^^ I pfOsefiUy Mifisd^ delightfy^ af 
tiho4ighta. el thQ h^ppin^ 1 should di^V 
fuse the next morning, aud thti near pcofb^ 
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pect of seeing Tiiy mother again, and yobr 
little favourite Arlette. 

* " The fatign e I had o ndergone, however,, 
and which I- had not before been sensible 
of, made me sleep Aitfcbr longer than usual. 
It was Broad day Whert I awoke. ; Asbairaed 
'f>f such iiPtimed ihclulgence, I &tort^d up, 
^nd hastened in search of Lord Widd^ing- 
ton, when i wasinet by onie of tny father% 
•servants, ^ who appelared to 'liave been 
^ivaiting fbr my leaving niy chamber. He 
1)rought me my father's Icommahds. to joth 
"him -in the piirki ' *r went there, and he 
'niet nte with a 'kttfd'efrtbrace, but a v^rjr 
•mournful cbjin ten aside;- ' ' ' • ' 

• ^ My beloved son;' ^ said he, *^ J have 
strange neWs to - teil-- yoii/' afld> Which ybit 
little expect to ;receiVe. I oould hot 
bring mysdrt6 d!fetm8$ y<m \yith them fast 
riigfe t,. when * y o u ^ood * sb -iftd^h -in need: of 
^uiet and repds^ei '*tkut' «very moaslir^ bas 
been taken to avert tm^sendih^ ^evil Vhat 
you youyseJf could :ei!hef' hi^Ve 'suggested- 
of as$isted' in J ' : . ^ ^ 

^ : . ^ Dreading 
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"Dreading. to ask my father what he 
meant, I eon tinned sHerit, and he continued 
visibly striving. W suppress his agitation. 

' Your uncle, itiy' dearest Ethelred, is no 
longer at Widdrington "tower.— Deaf to 
every argument I douTrf use, baffling- every 
means I cotild devise to detain hiin, he set 
out secretly from hence yesterday, witfti 
oM Kendrew, bnfy a "feW hours befoi*e yoii 
arrived, to join the rebels, hovr collecting 
their s^rength• in th'e^ nerghbourhood oT 
ftaby ; but 1 trust the'misfortithe 'k not'tr^ 
remediable.' I no sooner tearrhed frorrl yon 
that the Kiihg had been graciously- pleas<?a 
to pardon Kim for his past offtiiises', tlhanf 
gave immedrta^te 'orders to ScVutoil' to fol^- 
low him on the swiftest horse in my st^blcfs*' 
and inform him o^Tthe mercy t^it ' wai ex- 
tended- to him, not rfoubting but thiif, - on 
reeeiving the inteUigencey he would ini 
stantly retumr ; 'irnd ^'he secret or Mi? in- 
tended second offence wiM'' then b^ boni 
fined to oursdlveSi • S^riiton ^as now been 
jiofie seveisal tR}uts. Thdi^^iil no questiorf 
J- * - , he 
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he .will overtake him ; aod ih\% night, or* 
early fa- morrow at the furthest, I hope vre 
shall ^e him here ia safety, atid with a 
heart loyally disposed towards the meet, ifi- 
diilfjei>t of sovereigns. 
. ' Honest Scru ton bia utmost to 
prevei^t what haa happened. He told 
that on your acquainting him with the bu* 
siness on whiQb-yQu\caine» he hastened 
Jbi»ne> in )^]^pes;be luight reach. Widdcing^ 
ton Tower in ttni^ to prevent your^unclf 's . 
dcpartiifei whiek be Icnfw he'meditatedy 
when I sent b^ on buskkess^ to the place . 
where ^yon nvet biRK Would to Heaves 
you had avrified dajr f:<t€»ner \ How#ver« 
3f e bf^ve every reasoufi to h^fie ^^i wiU yet 
end weli/ 

Crievedlal tim maarwifbrfimate evem^ 
and much doubtijng ibe dUigeaW of Suru^ 
' tan. a fyHow, whpsQ qb^racter I neve? 
thought descfving' of aay este«m> I en^ 
treated my ftithurr would M^ffer me aA&ok ta 
set oiut unrMd'uitely ia pqmilt ^ I^ord Wi4* . 
^rington. ' I c%ft vf e n»y mpfber/ said 



/ at say: ncturo.; b«t peflui^ii tbeie in not a 
mofp4?ii( to 

' Ng, Ethelredi* be i«p}i«4^ ^ I will not 
^pasent to ymt lemllHS me. Tttrbideiit 
partiea 6^oi)» ««« »re «ivw-iiii»Biiq; 

ibould they gtlack Wjd(|riii§(9n' TonWii L 
have b(MQ too ill for mny ikiji^. t9 b# 9aw 
able to give thr jifi^^wary ^e^tions for 
f^i^Usini^ theqVi yoii^cfiiipot bt 

jof iiii^thaii unr t^ %:rH4m l^SiMlf.. Hf 
knowai;|UF;an»fle;]F for yoiur j^fctf 
4p«r^eU^ to t^^zi»4 fWP M^igi^m^^ 

fit mi«e« by^avrj? rca^pimmsw*. 

FindiRg my £uber ao 4e^iaMi^ ( 
was focc^d loaci^uUsc^r ^ 9igf^&ed my 
aubroi^Q wUlx a verf ill j^r^Qc^ aiyl then 
proppsi^d wtwnii^ to tbe aastl^ to pay 
my diity to infj^ nother, 

f Alas V wi h% ' tbfwre laano^a H^lllai^ 
y^iit eiri:um$tan€e I hnw to apprae yon o| 
respecting bcf* ^MCO Lord WiddflagiOii . 
haa b«e» io KorthoftbMln4i hia aeaiable 
fbaractcur aod pitanin^ manner liav^ m 
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emiiiely -woir her ' friiriifefiip, that she lias 
become as strongly attached to him as if he 
Vras her own brother; and her sorrow was 
so extreme, on finding he was resolute td 
takeup amt$ once Inofe against Ifte King, 
that at htecie^fture^e ma*e*a solemn row 
to cohfirie herself to her own ' apartment, 
16 pray for his safety and his co'nversion to 
the loyal ^canse, until' his return: a*nd in 
tase he should never return; her vow of 
teclusion extended^ t^ 'bne %ntire year.— - 
This Vow- she s*^ore, at- the foot- of the altan 
never to infringe, even for the sake of her 
darling son ; titough, at that time, she was 
far from suspectfn^ you to be so near/ 
V'*^*l was even in ore surprised at this ac- 
eouht than at what I bad learned respecting 
thy. tincle. 'Sueh*g!oomy superstition so 
little belonged to the general tenor of m^ 
mother'^ conduct; always guided by her 
wili^hjened artderstanding,-that I could 
il^h^eiferedit^my father's words. 

»^tde not wonder at yoar astonishment,' 
taid'fae>^' Howevet. Wcojnposed. Your 

patience 
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"pafierrce wilt not br put cither to a long ot 
to a severe trial. Lord Widdrington^s re- 
turn Will release yoUf motKer from ^ler 
vow, ^nd restore iis all to happiness. He 
vill accompany ybu back to totidoin ; and 
- ■ -tke Kihg will never know that he profxised 
'a'^oottd^butragie against him. - Yod have 

~ nof seen ydur sister yet ; we wll go in 
and breakfast with -hen* ; 

«^ He turned towards the castle as he said 
this^ and I followed him, too much con- 
founded and hurt, by all F had-' heard, to 

' support any <5onYersation;' though myTa- 
ther talked with recovered tranquillity of 
Che situation df the country, the illness 6? 
the Earl of 'Northumberland; iridthe ex- 
pected atrival of Lord Percy. ' ♦ - 

As we approached tf\6 biVildihgv I wiai 
preparing to turn short into tJie bact 
court, that gives t^ie hetii'est comfnunicai 
tfdn to poor Arlette's sfaitcasfei but, ift a 
perturbation r could neither Account fot 
nor overlook, my father suddenlyJaid HcJl^ 
. : of 
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of my arxur a94* Ui ta ^ gtea^ 

^ Da not crQ» that court,f $aid be j 'I 
Jhuve b6en repairing ai) old wall thftre^ 9i»i 
it U full of itoneaimd rttbblftb,' Happdv^ 
iqg to Ipok ii l»s0ii 8t tJ)«. 9|oiiie6«ji I ^ 
secved be chaagiei colour. But I kiM>w 
pot wh|r I sieotioa id trivial a circuinataiiccb 
unless because it gave me asuspicioii tbi^ 
be eanfiaed my wtv more suictlj tkan 

''Wewwtta I ^MndAid^tUi welled 
aftlivdjaa^m. But I 4;ouJd.tfii9k wif 

mj uncle,! of bisr fftic^imja iDlalutt4ao» 
tod. of At dist4;ess.Margmi» would mSw^ 
if she ever learM4 a circumaHiiice I feared 
it would be very dtfiBcult to conceal. Im 
vain my fsfther talked af lb« interests of 
the King, smd of the reasonable hopes tbt^ 
might he e^tertaiAed by tbose who stre* 
^uousljr maiiuained th^iiK V^n was Ar^ 
leMe'a gaiety^ and her odd ^nifiiiriea vrb€t» 
,^b« H<»tspw was as mad> Md yott aa gc»- 
* teel 
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tefd as even I w»ireiil^, vnvi inc^ble 
of attention ; and my uneasinest vrm not 
tD be esq)teaed, when tfa»t dfty^ and ntai'Iy 
tlie whole df the MKt, dverpsitt^^, without 
a»y ^iitip ^heing rwekred ^ther "from 
Ldftd ^4driiig«Dii Of from ^tffoii. 

'^\Bm m fhe^^omid eveiiifig> a»T %^ 
rrteming froifi f is^ng 11 dlataAt p^it of my 
dear uncle'^^iaiiain, I was by my fa^ 
thcEf Oft tH« outside ofihe caatle avails. He 
cndled to a servant as soon a& he saw me.-^* 
' Aiigfat/ ssrid he^ ' £thelred^ and jgpre yotnr 
borse to the .groom ; I moat 4^eak to yoa 
in jmVdte. . I did as^ he ordered me ; and 
we wttlkeii a TeaKOte spol^ wbefe m> 
S4m appear^ whbin iimting. He (hku 
draw foctb a viiig) vatid oriced me if I iLnisW' 
i*? . 

^FuII well,' L-^' My utsdib H then 
retu^sedt It fa!hi^' 

'it is/ i^eplietf itiy IHfhet.-^' Bq« hi iA^ 
not nefiiaiid^ ISe 'If badli.* 

' .Setft if bMkt 06, lieaffM^r hM Ha 
Aen yw^ueAiMs way to llilky r 

•Be^ 



V^Be ;pitietrt/ tsaid mj^ father-^' I *iU 
tellyouall. . ! :f ; - * • : c . ' ' * 
' You had nb sooner, rode o^t of sight 
this afternoon/ than I was inforiped a man^ 
l^bited Ukea |>ea^aQty asked to speak wUfa 
me. orde^li^g hi«* to^Aje jbroilghl into 
the castle^, .a .persofi f^nlered^ whose [face 
wasj utterly unknown JO tne;—- ^ ^Youiare 
Bertram Winburne/ said he.-^' I am sent 
on a secret message to yoU from Ldrd Wid- 
drington. He bade me give this jewel into 
your hands, as a pledge of xny veracity, 
mid deliver these words, which lie wonld 
ilot trust to writing — ' Tell my brother 
Bertram, and my beloved nephew; Ethel*^ 
ried Winburne, that hoiionr forbids my re- 
iwWiJg with. the maii .they have, simt . after 
me, and who persists in refusing to leave 
v^e^ * In the ^mlecausd tJiatl Aave livdJ; I 
will die. Should I survive the approaching^; 
QOn^s^ ; ^ will ..retUTOi to.r\^iddrin^on 
Tower. - If ^ f^y> ScrMj#i^4iall»>6^«*y iasck? 
n»K SUfprd fWMl ifKieWi to ,r^yA n*pbei*^i as 
tokens of the/laye bev Ai«ki.: Buf 
* ' death 



death will be ki^iyn. only "to. my own 
xnily, fort shall meet, my foes.iuider tliey 
plain semblance of j^XilMght'/ Suqh was the 
e}»act message of JLprd ^iddrington/ con- 
tinued the stranger;,.' I have npw executed 
my. goramission, arid , crave your leaw to 

dcjiapt/ ^j..^, . • . 

' Haying no, ^r^Jepqg for dc.taija;?)^ him/, 
pursued' my father^ ' I grant;ed him the p^y- 
mission he desired ; and now we have only, 
to pray thart the c^b^js jnay disperse^, before 
t*ord^Pei:cy, brings them^tq a^ section. All. 
tjb^t it wa^ .Qur duty.t^o doy we I|ave donej\ 
but my .mifitaXpo brother is led .on by biS) 

: • • " 'v^; 

. " Finding I returned npr^i^fiXjr^\yp,\]^ 

do not hear ij[ie,^^thf}rQi/^^^ 

is/t.w.cupies ypur.tWgh^^^ * ^,\V^' 

/'That whilst yoiij,; myj .feiheA.^pe j?ray-^ 

ing for th^. safe return of the. chief. qj^ o^yr^ 

house, it is, my duty tp^^e^d,^^ffj ffp^ [to 

tiie,fieid:prb^tip, MA^kiim^hH'M^^ 

7. . . ' castic 
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cai^tic tone, ' ftatXorf 'Widtffington W 
the fat!r«r dTMaf^tla, a^; wdi as eiricf 
of otrt h^tise ; butyoU, ft sterns, mem- 
ber It, though ydu foi^et how mil?fcdy 
it is that the larginntots of tt boy shonldf 
di^n^de him from pntpCfse. As to pe- 
rishing with him^ .such romantic f(sUy 
might hare excited adiniratioii at the time 
of the cfttsade$, 'but I iiot isulftir it heft 
- now/ 

" Wy father said a good deal tiidfe in 
this sfraih; btit fiftdlrtg ttle ntJf fb fee^ 
moved, and rfesol\ite tb^gO to ffaby, he so 
far yielded te towy that be irOiM^nfelt' op- 
pose my departure the ensuing mornin^g ; 
but For that rtighf, ttffifeh irtdeed fast 
sliuiting iniipoh us^ atld atr lapproatSrfng 
storm lowered ifif the i^y,' he ^dit^'me/ 
an ttif dmy rowshd* %\tA, W m^te lio^ at- 
tempfs to leave Widdtlttgtbii dCbwef . 

Wlfli this coiicesiidft 1 \Ws fofcctf^fo 
test ^i Vitll latlslled aS:1l:01lltf, attdi^^r^r-* 
turned Jiff the cifctte, Vi* 
AMia ^uf^4ift(9)e^,' afid flty sli^ was suf- 
fered 
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ffired ito^p^nd^ tHe ^v^ning with us. In 
me tber a Ui^ili companion ; I was a 
prey/to^inkiety, * Nevertheless, soon after 
suppet, I felt so iinacroimtable a drowsi^ 
lies£^ that ti> this moment I still suspect it 
prp^ieieded:from ^me tin&ir means taken 
tAirebsiice'nxy obedience, and prevent my 
^^ng oM ibat ni^t. If <lm was really 
the case, it is my duty to suppose my fa-. 
^62r^ intentioi^ were blameless ; and per- 

have averted the 
niisfortune ^ we now^ lament ; yet I ^shall 
9e.yerxease,to r^re*,^hat I did not pursue 
my uiicle, the, very first. night I arrived at 
WiddringtonTower. A particuiar en-cum- 
stance. renders me still more suspicibus.that 
j^ome arts jwere practised., I order^.a &er- 
yw^t of ji^y ^father's to have my liorse in 
readiness,. ^ndrvto come ifito my ehambei^ 
two hours before day ; but,, until it was. 
Tery; late,, go.sou^d disturbed me; .neither 
didl awa^e earlj, as. iisiial; and on ^ my 
^.bidi]^ ijbe man, he,only said he had n^isrr 
unde^i^tiood fli^y' directions.,. : . ; - /o' • 
• . v^L. 11/ « At 



, ^ At leilgih r t¥M oeaflJ^tb :A^a«,. attd 
l^rwMs^d mys^^ fey fliUifcre; <Sli^«noe, to 
malce for the time that :wis*losl;, wiien^ 
bavipg'takcn l^e of my farther, and gone 
fidwfi into tiie outer coairt^ i perideived 
Scrtiton sloidy riding over the dm^bdiigej 
fpQofwed by ai. peasant^ beaimg, ^las^I Im)^ 
chili flowed tbe blood tomy^h^al«,B«W^ 
and a shield, ' j . . >^ 

Oh, my deaf Walk) J). 1 v?hif ffetfd hfeVd 
I to dwell tip6*i the iH?st ? Bife <W)(*!s *** 
made a desperate, th6ifgh':'Y^!Ti staiW; 
against Loi'd Percy ; ated niy «iM?le, i^Rofnf 
Serutoxi represented as eveti eager lb rosfr 
upon death, fell at the very fifst onset.—:- 
HBs wound was-in^ his breast, from an ar- 
row, .6A<I <;ofttintted Tjfeeding tH! he ftffl 
into the arms of Scrriton, who never left 
hitn, and declared he toiok^every possiWt 
liieasiite to preserve his life. 

' ^ He charged him to bufy* him in ibe 
fifeM, and by no tneam to remtiye'l^irti to 
Widdrtngton Towtr, that it ttiight «t>t btf 
known he Jutd foi^ght in tfiexKsgtrise' of i 

man 
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Bitm' of inrdri®r*r»i*. He bade him bear 
t(y mt the airms he bad before eng^ed i^ 
send, and charged me with his tender lowd 
to bis daiighteis. * . 

*' I 4ie©d not, to^ou, d^cribe the 
anguish that overwhelmed me. I went 
back in to- a remote apartnieRtof thecasfle, 
where Tthr^w my«e}f on fh? ground^ ati4 
saw no one for many hours; for m^y fafhw 
respected mj sorrpw, and woiild not suffci' 
it to be intruded upon. Indeed. Ae was 
profoundly afflicted himself, and even shed 
teaips when we mtt. The .whole of that day 
we. dev<)4ed to mourning and on the next 
Ke bade me return, to bring the iatall new^ 
fo his nieces, who ate now 'become: hie 
waods, by 331 bnler, ^ekgressbd ia a wrdliQgv 
which fxxy micle left at Widdf ingtm Haider; 
as his last wiM, bef^e he'^Wt 6i|t ok tfa^ 
£utal expedilionJ \ ^ - ' 
You are. particularly diasiffed kf>myi 
father to escort them thither ; for he told 
9ie he >faad atoong ireaaan^j iHoiigfcdie fbr- 

: , H 2 continue 
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confinue at this time near the King, I ac- 
quiesced; though what have I now to do 
>vith motives of ambition ! only stipulate 
ing for leave to return in a few weeks, if 
theXing has then m occasion for my ser-- 
vices. 

" Poof old Kendrew fejl, I need hardly 
j»y^ fighting by (he side of his Lord, You 
therefore will probably be the frieud most 
welcmne to the unhappy Mai;giana and 
hersister/' 

"When E&elred had concluded his dis- 
tr^ recital the kind-hearted Harold' ex« 
pressed a grief very little inferior to, his 
own ; and they spent some time in lament- 
ing thd ill-fated and ill-directed steadiness 
of Lord Widdrington to tht cause of a mo* 
narch who had always been, in the time of 
his prosperity,^ so much less strenuous ia 
his owfi behalf* 

Had Richard made the same exertions 
&r iismseli^'' said VfMop, that Lord Wid- 

diringtoii 



4riBgton has made for hiift, even since all 
reasonable hope has been extinct^ Henry 
of Lancaster vocild never have ascended 
England's throne. But I >«ilLtaHL to you 
ijo more, Etbelred, untH you have slept.^ — 
You look ;haggard, and exhausted with fa- 
tigue. How will you have spirits to meet 
your cousins in the morning, if you do not 
obtain some repose to-night ?/* ^ 

EthelreJ yielded to this argumenti anct 
.was preparing to lie down> when a young 
page of Margiana% named Afauri ce, en tering. 
the apartment, offered the twafriendS'Some 
refreshment, by the order of his lady.— ^ 
.After they had partaken of it, tfiey spread 
^heir cloaks upon the -floor; decDmng anjr 
other bed;, ^iid £thelred strove to rest 
during the fei^ l^prs that intervened before 
day-break ; whilst Wallop abandoned him-*^ 
ielC to. the reflections excited in- his mindl 
Jjy the narrative he had j ust- heard. 



The most earnest endeavours appearect 
H 3 / to 
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i6 Kim fo hftte t)e^n practised to prctifilt 
Ethelred from «e^iftg his itftde before thfc 
eiigagemeht Iddfi: plafc^, 5Vhich he felt.-^ 
?the motives or Scrntori's extraordinary 
iSiligcnce io r^acli Widdrifigtori Tower, and 
. Speak to his tttast^r ht[<>r^ Ethelred could 
fybssfWy arrive there, hfe thought so eqU¥- 
Votd, clearly to admit of two interpre- 
tations ; anxiety to prevent Lord Widdring'- 
ton*s rashness himself, or anxiety lest it 
ihotildW pretehted by h\i hepfievr. #or> 
tonWh* s^ppds^, thkt in e^iSe of Ms cd¥«w 
ifitrriieafing that tiobletttan^s meditarttl de*- 
sigh ttf the Mt6r, he woitld not have beert 
impelled, by 'the' lknb\V;n affWction he bote 
Jirs^micle, to haVi iftade uie df ikt fei^t 
ftricK speed' as Si:EUlon hiflifeelf? AiVd 16 
M'it hnSi Should Ethelr*d hav6 been 
p^T^emptorily l^oAidden to quit the castle, 
^Tien his father knew the Satisfaction it 
tvbuM affbM hifemind to bbtain a p^rtonal ^ 
interviewtvrth Lord Widdringtoli, Unless it 
was feared that he actually possessed suf- 
^ci^t inilnenc6 ovef' hirti to indtice him 



fd rtJWite" "witfiiiMt mhing Upon Fiis fate ^ 
DiA ft***'aj>p«ir that Bertram had pas- 
fsiv^lf '^titkf^ brothel! to commit a 
teebtldf offirticei ivhkh'it'COuM not be sup- 
pbted-ihe King> #oliId forgive, instead of 
t9iki^^*bny^r^]f itctiv^ measures to pre- 
VdttV^him? 'And hoir Was it proved eveiu 
tI»»feWwldil haa^afthfttliy executed his im- 
pbrtSnf coitlnfissioh ^ -llord Widdrington^ 
in tft^bght by the tttan in a 

p«ks*rtt'&^i*i madfe-no menWdn of having 
been apprised of the King's intended par- 
don. On the contrary, he said, honour 
t<sthi(Jieh\iiremd Wa$ it possible to con-- 
«felvd1yi1l4}dfroffe' orhbnoul* so raistaken> 
as^'t<i ilft'jplel'l^ib'fi^^ o wirti reiterated 

rtb^Mlton7 th^feoter^i^o who was extend- 
iflg^fetyfllik the hanA o£ clemency and for- 
g*^e«»si ?: ^ ' 

r Walfopli^ disWce of ^Mmm Winburne 
give bilteVttiesd and weight to these reflec- 
t\pt\i} -rndt wfren he recollected the rasb? 
blow and unfortunal^ quarfel that fol- 
. M 4 lowed 
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lowed It, between the tw9>:l^Qthei« M 
Flint Castle, tbojugh ^ many m^^s|3iet 
fore> and thought of the mali9iou»;and wnV. 
forgiving nature of the youngest, he felt 
'an internal conviction that the: V^lusiWe 
life of Lord WiddringtQn . had :hfiie^ 7sacfi- 
fired, by neglect, to ac^bftion prppveng^^ 
and that, had Ethelrcd pianued him w|tbotft 
delay^ he might ^Jwve been preserved, to 
his daughters, an^ to the nu$»erQq& fiiends 
who were now qon^emfiedc t^ mwvf^ bia 
liapless destiny, . , , i r 

Disturbed and grieved by vthis' trikiia pf 
painful ideas, and distressed, fl^oreovenvOfi' 
,their own accounts^.to find that MAtgiana 
and Geiievieve,were ifjatfd Jo ^he i^ie^nn 
choly andr remote, abod^ of \yid4riog^o**- 
Tower, under the dominion* of an uncle, 
whom he felt assured neither of them could 
love. Wallop vainly f^nden^oured W clcfse 
his eyes during the remainder of the night« 
though, till his friend awoJce, he careAiIiy ? 
avoided disturbing him. ^ 
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• The morning was far advanced befbre 
they were admitted 16 see Margiana and 
her sister ; and it then became tbeir pain*- 
ful task to* apprise- them of the journey 
which the* gttaFdiamhfp^' and the positive 
injunctions of their uncle;, rendered Jt tie- 
oessary for them to take.. Bbtthe]^ were 
agreeably surprised to find that neither of 
the sisters expressed the least disHke to such, 
a change of residence^ Genevieve was 
wholly passive, and seemed utterly incap- 
able of forming any reflections either oh 
Kci; present, or her probable future situa-^ 
tion ; and M^rgiana>. who; v^ith dfy eyes 
and settled woe stamped on every feature, 
listened patiently to alhtliey said,.' only 
made answer^ that every place being now 
alike to her, she could hot reasonably ob-^ 
joct to,anjr.~^' I am glad/' said she, '' since 
we must be ^ trouble to some/ of our 
friends, and since we cannot hare the pro*^ 
tection of a kinsman, , that yoii> Wallops 
arc to go with us rather than a stranger/* 

b5 She 



36# .,'3fAR«iAi*A. 

T fihd ibeti a&^d Etbelred how soon his 
lather ^ould expect them at Widdiing^ 
tobi T*wbr? andr beidg tdld, as early as 
the kfigth 6f the jourhey would admit 
t>f-^'' To-hiorrow," repH^ she, " we cftm 
tcady; forwhy should tve stay here? 
If youj Ethelrfed, will take up yoteir abode 
ki this hons^, krtA assume the direction of 
it wheit*weare goiie, there is nothing thdt 
'Beeddetam uls longer, |>roTided 4|ae shoftr 
-mass of rtie nbttce is ho incohveBleAce to 
yoor ftieiRL'*' ^ 

WailOp assnred her it wasnonfe, and th^ 
he covld be at het^s and her siM^r's eixmr 
mands, at.half asi hoitr% wzmmg, - 

They then fixed bn an terjy hour the 
following mornii^g for their departtwre, 
vWch Wallop said he wo«ld go. and pr^ 
pare for, and tkke leave of the King, whilte 
£thelred ^taid in the house with his coii^ns.' 
But he was no soon^er gone th^n^ Margiana^ 
ever mindful of the feelings of others, en- 
3 treated 



treated the.latter woul^l go td Eidy Rothes^, 
and' inform her of the moxifnfiif eveiit'of: 
his jourrhfey; He hnmediatdy obeyed' her 
and notwithstanding the little esteem iix^ 
which he held that Tady,/he gave her some- 
credit for the unfeigned affliction she ma— 
niTi^sted, oh hearing the newfe he trought ^ 
and evep pitied ii^r. j^\i^n lie coi\sidere.d: 
that Iter feelings might be alraos^t as laciit6^: 
as his own. ^ ^ . j 

Margiapa, on his, relurn, vfas gl^id ta- 
finji,Tr6mnis report^ that her health had 
considerably improved 'diinug "the two last' 
days, so tliat she was now entu'^ly out of 
dangef> and that her favourite friend '(ifera- 
Ca^les was with. her. Lady Rothes hiad. 
bjeen dear to tne beloved parent >vl)ose me- 
niory ncKv- ws'treasured'm nerneart ; her 
infant she believed to be his qhildV coulcT 
^he therefore be Ids? anxious for. their weU 

ftre tpau sne was ?: ' 

,^ -ri/^ tjAr^i [Vio . ; r/ ,i. ) c.C 

At tVe^ appointed time on ensuing 
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day,- Wallop was ready at the door, witlt 
the necessjary attendants. One female ser- 
vant, and young Maurice, the page, were 
all the domestics the two sisters thought 
proper to take with th^m from Londbn. ' 

As Ethelred, with a voice rendered in- 
distinct by his. emotion, toot leave of Mar* 
giana, he asked her it when Wallop re- 
turned, she would oblige him with a^ 
letter ? 

" Yoti may depend Upon it/^ she an- 
swered. — Farewell ! and thank you Joe 
all your past kindness — all your unavail- 
ing cares 1" , 

He embraced her ; and Genevieve, halt 
drowned ii| tears, sunk sobbixig on his. 
shoulder* 

Farewell,** said he, dear Genevieve t 
Take care of yourself ; take care of your 
excellent sister !'* . - ./i 

Heaven 



" Heaven bless you^ my Lord I*' replied 
Genevieve. — May our next meeting be 
happier !" 

My Lord !" exclaimed Margiana, startl- 
ing, and becoming paler than before. — 
" Oh yes, I had forgotten^ — you are Lord 
Delancey now — the heir of Widdrington ! 
Ah^ Genevieve, how could you say so 

Ethelred hurried them on. They were 
lifted upon their horsee, antf^ sileirtly fol- 
lowed Wallop ; while Ethelred retired irrfa 
the house, and, for. awhile, gave way igt 
the anguish that loaded his heart* 
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GHAP. vir. 

I. ')[;(;,/ ; ,i 

"i^HE dreary month of February bfTered n<> 
objects to the dejected travellers bui such 
as were in unison with their own feelings. 
Wallop, nearly as much ^oppressed as his 
lovely compatiions, rarely attempted to 
disturb their mournful silence;. and they, 
all experienced the truth of that common- 
place observation, that change of scene, 
affords no relief to the. wounded mind.^ 



Genevieve's melancholy was become, ih^ 
a certain degree^ habitual ; and she yielded: 



te it 'vrith almost. Helpless Weakn^; 
Aiafgiana, with pious. and rattional fdfti* 
iudCj siro\e to ^tem the tide vif her own 
Borrow, and. pt'epated herscif to meet tlie 
future, whatever it might be; so that Walv 
iop had iiev^r so clearfy discerned fhe dif- 
ference between thieir dlaracteri as eyerj' 
iiour made ^vidtant to him now. 

When they had been four d^yi on tbe 
Voad,' anti niorc than haflf theiif jcluTtteJr was ' 
.overpast; Margiana attenipte^d sonfteithifijg: 
like cQtivcrsa'tion., She Winifced of ^ thf 
ficenery tlwough .^vhich- they passed^ 11^94 
«aid ehe-loOkjed fp^-wird to tnor^.€on^f(0!r:j^ 
irom the. c^ieiness of retirement^ tl^n it 
was 'possibje /or /any otl^er circiunstance^ 
•fiituflted assl>e was,^o.be&tow^.. < 

r G^oA sense arid .gjwja ifefifjptft; wilt 
make peiople Ani oomfoft afly: .vfbe^ra^-' fef 
-lttTn«4 WaiUofiue — I •shotild not Jbcrefor^ > 
JWDcictm if'I heard of ytmH bdt% owtehtiid 
«i>xliing!bbiu^ iBwt yoft raaitwoft' expect. 

^^Widdring- 
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'Widdringtori Tower to be such ah Elysiaa 
^ solitude as Edgehill. Instead of the Sylvaa 
deities^ tbe fauns and the driads, the 
gigantic genius of the forest^ andithe Spirit 
-of the waters, preside there.r 
^ Then we must endeavour tor make 
friends of them/* said Margiana; — " But 
the kindest service you can do us will be 
to inform us how we can make a. friend of 
my uticle.** ^ 
: ^ r wish. I could tell you that ; but I 
never knew how to please him myself, and 
r never knew when he was pleased. I will 
liot raise y6ur expectations, to meet inevi* 
table disappointment, by leading yoa to 
hope for any satisfaction frorii thai quar- 
ter; A'rletteyou wi^I love,- as- certaiulj^ as 
she willlove- you, j'f indeed yoir are ever 
permitted to meet at times when she is^ not' 
ire^ratrted by her father's presencet JJwt 
for yout sakesj f most regret the, unac« 
troun table vow and is6chision of La4y. fia*- 
kh\sl, one of the first of -women, .whrnaa tyon , 
. voiild hbve known as wdl in three days^ 
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aod ia^ie Keen iis eprdiaUy tati^h^d lo, as if 
she was your own .motber.*' 

Such a parent/' observed Margiana> 
must have maide amends to Ariette^ even 
for the strange imprisonment she endures/^: 
: " And even for htt father my dear 
lady, if any.circumstanpei could make he^ 
amends for having suchra farther.'" 

; But though Wallop w^s at nq pains to 
eOficeal his extraordinary 2^v^f$i<>n to. Ber- 
train Wmburne^ iwbpm> if po$sib|e> he nowr 
' iptjoi"^ than ever dislik6d^' since his becomr 
xng Earl of Widdrjngton, h^^ never per- 
iriiCtejdi himself :th^;mos^t distant allusipn; m 
the hearing pf Margiana, to f^iat wilful n^ 
gKg^nce he suspected hira.tQ have b^ei^ 
guilty of^ concerning h}sjate*:br<rtlier; Hfe 
well knew her feelings.- of liiontovf. and. ise-* 
gret needed iio,«tinitthis to /rehder ihenK . 
more acute ; and since she and. Oeaevievei 
were probably destined to/Itve libme time 
with their unclei he would' not make their 
•> • . abode 
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abode ^ti^'tit«yi'*rAfcnf^ painful - than^^ie imm 
likely, at the best, Wj^wve. > i ^ v 

But his frieacUy discretion oF ijo» 
avail On tbe^dajrfyrevious to their quit-i^ 
tiftg L<>ndoli; when Wallop hftd tefl Btkeli'ed 
irtrithliis cousit^i^^ Mar^atla had dcfsifed thd 
latter to relate aB the particulars^ knew> 
relating to her father's death ; and though. 
Ethefred hdd Bfeen someWhat iiw&reresetved 
rn his'riaff&ttte ft) her Abn tb WallofP; y^e 
he had ^?AA feliimigh tt^ exbnvitice lfhe>'p©l»«^ 
tralS^g Mai»gfeha that, '^vitt in his &^n\'m, 
hh4wn fothferh^d not ae«ed as hie oiugjrt^ 
Like ' Walldjy, h<>\^*ev^n 4ih»' kitp^ei^ 
thoiughts ; and ' sAnee Geneviev)^' did iM0 
Mein ro' viewUhe afl^iir 19 ihe iarm'lq^lllt 
shddiid> ^etorhor^ to aif»ken ideas in &ei* 
mind that <coirid ^oot Jaoit inftici a friiitilesfr 
angtitsh. On the ioclmraty^ sfae tdok tv^ery^ 
measure Id riaise ibe spidts-oC the dniDpifls: 
gvrii,iby taikbigfto^her of ibe .^lisakurf the]R 
should, injoy in iUe^^ioddty o£ the fcblicfc^ 
ji:'ylr, some 



2^om^-Arlette, and of the agreefebferwrabfe^ ► 
ihey might indulge ift tbgethir, When 4he 
return of spring eftablefl them txpl^cift 
the Wild haunts and rdttmntic recessed they ' 
Jhad been taught to eicpect in the neigb^ 
Jbourhbodof WiddringtonTwer. ^ ^ : 

Marg^ana vras not awprised that hgrsister 
seemed liftle intefe^ted 4>y all she c^uld 
Hsay; Hef dejection might ''hew be attri- 
buted t^>^ twofold ca^i^e; ^ai^^^st'gtana^ 
from her own inexperience, could not pre- 
tend to g««iM what her feelings raight be, 
independent of the joss of. her father^ at 
beifig hifff i^ fr6m ' the cify LorU- Lothian 
inh'afe«¥etfi to thfe deprii of isoiitridei whe*e 
«he Was ?K>t likely eter to see hind again;^ 
aa long as «he. resided there* 

' It was? ait the close erf fe,flai* ^aiisd temi- 
^efe^udils eV^nin^> whdtt - the twveJlm eii*- 
lefed a boHoW ^Bf, that WttWbp fefeilttidl 
4ftem' l^^^^teediat^iy li> Ibe dotlidgi^bei^ 
- i" *»» longing 



I<o»ngri}£; to the house of Widdringtom A 
high rocky bank rose on either side of the 
narrow road^ thaft vroimd^ sometimes ia 
M^tp, and sometimes in gentle acclivities, 
4t> the summit of a hiU, from whence^ h^ 
told them> had there been siifficielit lighl|^ 
they might have discerned the awful tur-^ 
-rets of the black tower, a lofty building^ 
surmounting, the rest of the castle, and 
the flat margin of the sea, with precipitous 
difis; rising far beyond to the North. 

Vainlv the sisters looked forward. The 
valley bencadi was overspread with fiio imr 
penetrable a gloom, that what in iact wa$ 
shadow^ they mistook for forest ground — 
The real woods laid further to thf left, torn 
distant for them to hear the storm groan?* 
ing through their ancient branches ; but as 
*hey advanced, the road drawing nearet to 
the sea shore on the right, they heard, the 
loud I'oar of waters at every interval of .the 
xising wind that whistled rouB4 their beadv 
7 through^ 
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trough the leafless Troughs of a few tre»^ 
that were thinly scattered by the side of 
l^^ir path. . 

The spirit of.lhe ocean, that yoti told, 
us of the other day/' said Nfarglana, "seems 
to be seriously at work just now/* 

He is 'welcdtnihg you afid Lsftfy Gene- 
vieve to Widdfington Tower/' replied 
Wallop ; and he generally greets in a 
vary loud voice on this part of the coast/* 

I wish/* said Genevieve, whose con*' 
stitutional timidity was now strongly ope- 
ratingi I wish we could be sure that my 
uncle would greet us with ^ kind wel- 
come/' 

^ Oh, do not feat that/' cded Wallop.— 
He will be. kind enough to you at first>' 
whatever • he is after •awhi'Ie. And should 
he, owing tO: 8om^ lAiraculous tuw of 
imnd, for w^idh there would be no ac*- 
counting, chaitce to . dislike either of you, 
you might thea be the most certain of re- 
ceiving 



^ivkig tiyil trtatraent If thm is anf 
wJ^by which your iincl^'s seritiinerrts. may 
be guessed at, which, however, .! do,J)Qt 
believe there is, it would be that of always 
jjudgiiig contrary to appearanc€6> and sup- 
po»ng th<>$e he notices ti^e lea^t his greatfist 
favourites.'*. 

What a temper!" ^x^laifii^d both 
^tens ^t once.~'' How unllkje our dear 
fcther'sr' . . . : : ^ ... 

' Whiah wbs ymm iand open « flie iioon^ 
day $uiii8hme>/ added Margfiana. ' 

• Thi^y procee«kd abau^ bajf a mile fartJber 
w ailen<^e, iind all apparentty buried m 
thought. ^ At last, as they drew very, near 
the cutnlttoo^fpile thfllt towered srbove the 
dftrk. old Ibise&t behind lit, rWallop, Who iwas' 
lidiogia-litttle way before his.oBmpanioiiiG^ 
suddienJjr stopped his horse, and ttrrning 
found«. abni^y asked JVlargiana vhelher 
^;ba3 £vei:$eeB faier tinek ? 

V : :. ; I J rl . . 

.... ^'Jblever,'* 



. *^ Never," .replkidi abc^, a ^ood deal sur- 
prised at his qitistioti/becaus^'She thought 
he knew die never had. - 

That is. odd,:?' obirerTed he^ " consider- 
ingyoU'arcf swh hedor rel^ilidaB^^ But after 
yMii^haveseelii bim^to/Ai^ht; ielme know 
^viietheribaslfeabarmTeinind yoaof any one 
y»u evw*ii»tIwil4iibefocev-' ' 

Su)>pesdilgrbe inad^ sbme .^Hosipu to 
Ethelr^d; )shr ivttimiednno hBsi«»c aiyd a 
few minutes more brought them to the 
tlh^briilgb, vrbich rthkyiSoimA let do^n ; 
for W^lop hkd sent /one of- the attendants 
tmdkkSg^r^ntiiBfipnoa Bertram of timt.ap^ 
|M*oa)Oi];\ .t tif/ ^ ,; 

iv r: Mtcrfllwy ,bdft!«roflMdik> Mfid^gianaj wotr 
wtfiAmding /all the '^riasolutjott sife %8d 
tsftniMMrd, ^ir api^dted . and jurar Crenel 
Tieve trembled at every jointi,.«s/^ 
iieard the trampling s(Hind of their horses* 
^BBfc ai9<^IKelo|iifaed court, ^reiunned) in 

.S'i^''^*^^ They 



168 ^ llASi^tANA. 

They liow, J>ytbe light of a Impr bofnc 
by Ihe only domestic thatappeared^ beheld 
the great entrance. of the castle, ivbich 
seemed as if yawning, to eifitomb them< — 
Wallop^^h'ghting fro^ fai^s owa bojrse) of- 
fered fco assist ihemc from l^eirs. Th^j 
9V€3'e rejoiced at the sound iSf Ms ^oice*; 
and even Margiana;> iavolilfiiarily ex* 
claimed — Oh, Harold ! do not leave us/* 
Fear nothing/' replied he.-r-^' You 
jniy. be assured of aikiird reception/' r 

; r/They foUowdd'iiim r&ntb. a. hugei ballj 
o&ld and damp as a cayern, that ajqxeared 
to tlxeir frightened imagmations to beiat 
least fifty feet high. ' It was hung J»aad 
with spears and bugle horns, and other 
itaftial acctnitremeniSy. which, ^ithe Wind 
rushed through ifee '^ide * portal • ^imd . diss 
tvrbed tkeip, sent forth ar sullen moufofttl 
clangour, ^ . . »ik .^v 

Genevieve xraught hold pfi WaHopfs amil 
Both btf/iiidiMatigiate thditgbt 9tie.)Itn4 

sinking. 



^okiQ'gL l.But althat motrieotiMi-apposikr 
door frooibti itt&e'r aparttneiit bpenlng^ 
meatif-Jooking mbitj dressed in bUck/'caftr^ 
forWaixi> and. addressing Margiaha^''^ You 
are wiilconie, niecc/'^said he* — '' Yoru ha*d 
done my dwelling honour, by Voair pi'oihp^ 
removal to it.'* 

. . . ^ .' • . t • - 

MargtiiBa and Genevieve both fitiarted at 
the sound^of his voice^ and at th^^iAg^t^Of 
his figure^ and both turned extremely pale. 
He observed tfabni/ andbilbeked d«qitoabed. 
However, he salmed >Ctehevtc!ve iliil iM»f 
turn; and Wallop saidi^YtVeur^mjtmcfi 
tions, >my^ Lonl^ were^-ostieyM as nearly 'at 
posstbl^/ We rjieft Londoa jon 'ibm'^ecomi 
isiy ttfter Xorid <Delance3[fe rdtnrovV » * i } • y 
t ''That is welli''-aa«vreredihie;Hri^^>«lfia 
are all wekmne — ^extremely welobnyi^h at|d 
I adi oMigedito ybu,. Waibop^ fot yo^r 4^aM 
t>f my.:tik^'H.' iButjCOim in?; ymurrtinote }t 
her«,r#pd wUl:beigladptp^4fi.fdif/': .>.^. 

• S<{ paying, he conducted them into the 
v«L. II. 1 room 
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jfQ<m he bad "quitted, vhete a £it bloateft 
0l4'«ati sat drinlnitg, alone. He^id not 
ari^ofl th^ir dHnmce ; bnt^ on perc^r^ 
ing: Harold^ he made a jov&il inarticulate 
exdamatioiv, and kcU out to J&im^ Sivgm 
- iylf £]led wUhliqiior. . 

''Here/' said he, drink, my ladi— 
Drilri^^ iFycna stepwise, andilay ai^honie for 

aiiaedblkim/bi>Mirfac^did; vbUe Bortran, wi& 
att&.i^)iid'eMrtlityr-liKi^ at 
tbe/upper Tiiii oftke f omny^od conti tailed} 
fintsomeitimei, aif>am(kaiuing'^nversation 
with the^^ !ttfaltk)g^^oaly^tbiile pa9tt4m 
oGtfteii^^^cmfniiji^ >imtwhitib gave t&enr an 
bp|N)^teinty Hpf TiBi^ 

their iptmence of mind. At iiuigtii^ 

said he ; -l wUlgo^atKl jQtlikv ^yiUPMrne*-^ 
Afterward^ you will probably wish for 
' c . ' \ "tepctee. 
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repfose. jYfOU Arc-welcome to ^eretj ihimg 

Bt Aiv^ll^titk^vo^mj and Wallop, qtiif* 
ting:;his wcfta,- .«ine to tb^.—'' Well*" 
said he, in a low voice, as he *dfc\6 .smaft, 
dd yow. thiok! 7»n<^t tMt yotr ev^r saw Ber- 
trairr 'Winburnc before ? '\ » • i ^ 

^OH "tyses^?* ^ i;cpiied Marglaiiav; 
couM have ' beideYed' it I And th^ King 
;calfedhim ^'villiin Ir^Good God I':* ^ ' t 

Then 'he really jsithe roani whom- y««i 
saw; !wirh>tlie^ King; aiwl wlVora you ?caHfld 
4hfe^ntysteriota'strdti^r - ' • 

The very isame* ^Omciobs Heavtsmi 
what strange secret could have brought 
hiftv there* 'scrr;jnriratclyi .that none^ 6f 'his 
own family were apprised oJhfejDuitteyiJV 
: M-i'c6u]di a9/!readU.5^ IteJl you . whut will 
happen an hundred years faence> . BertraiQis 
'prme«diiig^ ve^vxll I strange ^eibi>ela.i '*He 
khutis tJreilsj^t^ofvdsty. . He 49iight.tb baile 
been air^owl, in^ead^B^f a ntan;*' ' ..• 

"? >'Batwbyj4VaH^pJ if^Otti believedmy 
tntdefto^ be itke persimi^e saw^ didMydlt 
• * ' 1 2 conceal" 
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Jc^Meal ' your luspitiotis from us ? Yon 
might have s|>ared us thcf ditBgreeabIe;siit« 
-prijfc we felt at the unexpected sight of him, 
arid which, I fear, he observed, and was of- 
fended at/' 

- "Because I could not 1>« sure of the 
fact, however accurate your description 

^ 'Wds ; though when you spokr of his cring- 
ing attitude as that of one more accustomed 
to obey than command, I felt something 

' Tery like conviction; for your uncles 
imanners are the most remote from , those 
we expect to see in the descendant of a 
noble family, or even an - independant 
jnan/' 

Do you think be icat offended at' us ?*' 
said Cenevicve* 

"It is not unlikely, he has been* so 
crvil to yott ever since." 

" Lord have mercy upon us continued 
she, almost in tears, " wbatwHi become of 
us ? What must we do to please him ?" 

- . " You must trust to chance, my fair 
friend. But your sister has in ber pdwer 

a ccr- 



a certain means of obtaining his favour. — 
She need otilf marry his son, and he will 
worship Her.*' 

I doubt if his favour be worth obtain- 
ing/' said Margiana.-—*' However, it is de- 
sirable we should concilratehrm as much as 
lies in our power; though, for my own^ 
part, I feel the attempt will be painfull}^ 
difiBcult; He has a way of leering through 
his half-closed eyes, that renders him itt- 
supportable ; and I know na task more irk-« 
some than that of assuming an afppiearance: 
of respect or esteem, when you feel nei- 
ther/' 

Your uncle might remove all yotir dif- 
ficulties of that nature^ if he chose to give 
, you a few lessons out of his books; What * 
you think irksome^ is the easiest thing in 
the world to him. Let me, however, im- 
part a little advice to you on one p6int,— 
Never pretend a particular regard for him.: 
Even if it was possible you could. feel it, T 
should recommend you to make no display 
of your sentiments. He would immedt-r 
1 3 atcly 
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afely suspiect you both of hypocrisy, and 
yau could never convincei him ytou 
sincere; though you lived wifb. llim fifty 
years, and your behaviour was umforitt all 
the time." - . • 

: Waa ther^ ever such a dispositicmJ — . 
Qzn h^ possibly have bfen my father's 
Vothi^r ?; or, can Jte evein be the parent Qf- 
Bthelred? of thai engaging yoiUth, ^hq^p 
Iwely QpeniifiM of. brow, jand ingenuous- 
«>f mauaen^ obtain him uirivers^l- 
ftiflmfahip !" . , 

"-Afa,. La4y Margiaiiai: diar inet praisfe, 
him. I had rather hear any thing from, 
you, tban..cQroawaidatioii:Qf Ethdred, it 
loofes so . like. the. quiet affection <«f a* 
sister/' \ - ' ; . . 

' They wtre interrupted hete by a loud^ 
snor« ftpm the . elder Wallop:, vbb had 
fa^n asleep the 'moment his nephew left 
Hm* Harold seemed asliamedi but Mtas . 
presefitly* relieved by the re-entrancje of 
Bertram^ wha was followed by a tall tobust > 

man. 



mdn.^of tei:i4flc,app«atance> bringing in' a 
sp^i^ty stippfit ; which he no sooner placecb 
on d table beneath the. lamp; than Margidna 
recollected him to be (he servant the bad 
s^en At the door. Lord Widdriogton cqlled. 
him Scruton ; and ffoxa under >ia .w^r, 
black shaggy brows^ his eyes glared on the 
two sisters ^ith a ferocious expresciion^' i^-- 
sembUng the deadly glance of a Jypi(> j,i|sr, 
before he springs u^niiW prey; ' , 

; Very littlfrdwir^ Had -they te eat j bitta: 
significant gestuie fro^i t^\v frietaid \gnye\ 
them to undei)«a»^itbat!thelrum)le ijiiiuldi 
be better satisfied if they did. They drew, 
therefore, ta.tjbe ti^}e> with Waik)^, 'iNrho 
ducted to :e4t hearliJyi as if jyleased with^ 
all chat wds set before him^ dad talked withr 
the utmost, gaiety and cheeirftilAeK59;taLordi 
Widdrington; wholst. the latletv who hadV 
supped before^ sat by; but. rather /asr^a^ilisvi 
tener than as one eirg^g^d in convefsadoft^. 
himself ; fpr Margiana observed tbat' fa^' 
cautioitsly weig^Dcd every word, before he : 
1 4 vttered 
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Uttered it, even on subjects of the leftdt im- 
portance; and whenever Harold asked bim 
the most trivial question^ he paused before 
he returned an answer^ as if suspicious the 
oth^r had a design of cirawing htm in^ to 
say more than h^ chose. - - ' 

They sat a very short time dfter supper. 
Scriitdri^ who had carried it out, soon re- 
turned, and awaking Arthur Wallop/ Ha-* 
rold's uncle, led him from his seat, which 
Margiana and Genevieve considering as a 
fcigna) for themselves to retire, asked their 
uncle's permi^ion -to withdraw. 

' , [ . . , , ' • ." 

Whenever you please,^' said he ; ''con- 
sider yourselves mistresses %dre. Lady* 
Widdnngtdn chutes at present to confine 
hemelf to^bei^ own apartment, though not 
from any desire to. avoid either of you 
and: my little girl is too yotng to t^ke aqy : 
conpero in family affairs. But a very res- 
peitaUe woman, a faithful old servant,^ 
shall cohdiict you to your chambers." 
• -y* Then 



Then calling aloucf for Jtyce*' to bring 
a lighti "his summons^ was immediately 
obeyed by a larg«>-baned> faarsh^featured 
woman, who appeared advancfag across the 
hall, to shew tjiem the way; They wished 
their uncfe and Harold a good night ; an4 
followed as she lied^ to the boftom; of a]> 
immense staircase; tfiat might h^ve- bfeei^ 
mistaken £cm: 'black marble^ sa dark^h^d the 
old oak become from age it seemed txv 
have been built foi- tiiesons of Anak, fou 
every massive. baHiTstrade appearcdr a por*- 
tion of the: undivided parent trunk. . . • 

Pfaving reached the tDp\ of these stairsj^. 
they traversed a wide gallery, th«l eon- 
ducted themrjato a suite of apairtmei^t^^ 
which the sistofs were moreinelixied to calU 
wildernesses — the lair of w^ldtanimals, tfaaa^ 
chambers destined to> the repose 6f the^ hiir- 
man spedes.. 

' • , •'J 

'"These black yawning chimneys/'- vi4jpis- 
gered GeBeyieve,, ".look as if th^ :h;o3rri<fc 
1.5. rifes^ 
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rites of the Draids had h^en celeb Ated 
within thesL I almost expect to see the 
Kmains of the wretched victims stre wed on 
Idhe hearth^/^ 

And yef/^ replied Margiana^ on such 
a cold night as thi% they, vrould Ippk very 
comfortably with a cheerful' bliazing fire in 
eadi ot them for the rooms were so vast> 
that most of them bad a fire-place at either 
end* , 

After crassiqg these s^artmeolSj they 
came to a. second gallery< leading to the 
chambers at the back of the castle^ Joyce 
their* conductress staUung on before them« 
ill: a« profound sHence, that her counte- 
nisnce^annonnced rather to ^oceed front 
suUennessthan respect. At kAgth/tnming" 
down a narrow passage^ and» showing themr 
through three rooms of moderate dimen- 
sions, she 6pened a small door at the fur<-> 
ther end of the third; and advancing be- 
yMd if, into' what might more properly be- 
callibi a cidset than a chamber^ and whicb 

just 



just held i^bea noK ^ider thanvar. ,€qt&A> af 
small wooden, se^t a»d a. table^ «h9 tpl^iQ^t* 
i^evioye that sHe was^ Jodge tk^fi!9\ 

/f Hpye V[ s^i^' Qe^eyi^y^^ qvite fright- 
ened, tbpugb^^i wa«r,wiib difilcJilfjr fih^ ^a-' 
d€rst<H4 the.wwnftft's Isng^ftgft :inP*^ft 
of Scot^l^ raiid; fi)i9f]g]»ier>ied,£n9lii^(f t; : V b^e^ 
did you ? ^^t here i^^^oit j^opfa ifp^ us^ 
both) aiiid We do noft thxt^ to. lie 

" .YaiA vc&yi m^: th»t to .my Lord* tatmorn 
jQw/' answened Jayce, sullenlyr^..^ bwt;t 
m\)$c . Q;biey;.hi;nii to-night. He: gave. very 
parikuhiXi orders ^idie^e yoxt wpre ^each tor 
akep^iaiid I (lare i not ^but Qbserve his; Gonkt 

Sbe'tfcen> totally) disregiirdiDgutheuri eirn 
• treaties* lighted ia }wmp Jtbat . stood^ oir.tbcr 
table> aiid/ teHing iMargrana^ slle cvoa^ (Fead./ 
% to. pvocetd'/vtitin berrto* tbeTroami Ibat'fher 
wa$to OGkixp3fi).abes<»Me;fio^ 
1i>«A^vifif« cajyigte: Md <rf bw sifter, a«M| 
ifr ^ , begg^jdi- 
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Pegged; \xfz piteous fbhe, Itet she wbirfd 
net leave lie*-.* MArgii^na, Vha felt f6r her 
/ears, without JjartakJng Ih^m, drew her 
arm through her own, and said — " Let us 
go together then/' and they both fblJ^wed 
Joyce into the iSj^ning roonfr: Ttte wo- 
itifrtf ^bservcd-fhdtacfion, btit said irothing.' 
They all three proceeded to the next door, 
that Opened into the middle chamber of 
the.thrWiast tkey had passed thto«]gh ; but 
it was so narrow as only to adrnft of^ne 
person at- once. Joyce went firsTj a»nd sud- 
denly Hinii.Rg rotrndi sdkedher opporfu- 
nity wrth^suehtpromptnessl, when Margiana 
follow^, fhat she elosed the door upon 
poor Genevieve,) Ijockediit^ and took out 
the key before MargiaBa, who bad not sus- 
pected her intention, was aware of what 
she* had doae; On perceiving it, dlie pre- 
paredv. to i^nioiistKale*; but- the woman^ 
holding uf> 4he lamp between their faces, 
di^play^d^^ a countenanee so hklieeifsiy dts* 
figlTred by a grif),:>'tbat di«tefid^d a wide 
iboatb, half filled wit6 longf discoloured 

fangsi. 



fangs/'und lightcdaJp v^ith ^yesjso spark-^ 
ling vrtth exulting malice, that she shruirk' 
back from her; almost in terron 

- Joyce, satisfied with having gained her 
point, moved on till they agaiil reached the 
second gallery, when; taking a contrary di- 
rection frpm what she had pursued before, 
she struck down a winding passage, which 
brought theiii to an iron door that stood 
ajar. Pushing it^open, she proceeded ta 
another, of the same subst;ince, n^rly op-^ 
posite; and discovering, through that, a 
roomy, but dark apartment, for there was 
Tto fire, in it, she informed Margiana that 
was her ehambef. She repeated the cere- 
mony of lighting a lamp^ihat stood on a. 
cumbrous old oafk l^ble; during, which in-^ 
terval, Margiana observed the same coffin-' ' 
shaped bed that she . had noticed in her 
sister's room, and expiected^ like Genevieve, 
to be locked into this sort of sepulchre for 
die living-; To her pleasurable disap* 
*|^ointfli[ent, however, Joyce took her un- 
couth. 



cQiiah l««ve> s^ii: qiiiH^ l^r without fsuHj 
t*»ftDft tb<^4oor, tbpiigh to M^rgiaw^'s de- 
sire, that she: OHght hay« her ow^ woqn^ 
sent to her, she no otherwise replied thart 
sttjienjy obs^rving:^ ber ix>r>d did not 
chus^ to bavQ^any servant; employed about 
the ca^tkj i^ve his own* 

A^.sooji asshe was gQjnfs, JV^argiana too&. 
a survey of her room* Owing to the dark-r 
Mss that obscured the further end of if, 
andthcsombroiis hue o/ the hangings, itS: 
kngtb«eieinfidimiTie^6lijrabIe, anKl the whole 
dreary space wgs oconpied by no more fur- 
niture than what ji)s$ filled the littte closet 
vfht^fi her sisiier had' been. leff^F A^mely^ w 
acatt actable, and thti bed, :Whifch. bad 
canopy of- black velVfeti with cw5laiiia Qf 
the same. What a change to cme who bad^ 
been a}l her life accnslpnied- to the obeer 
tnl and gay region of a courts Murgianas 
QOtld alhaost have fancied henie}ra.)dis4m<r 
bqd'ted spirit^ in thcifablod doxnimjofis o£ 
ElutQ. ; • ' I .'i 



, She reaolved^ howeyeri not i<f eiM^<>jtinig€( 
any gioomy idjeas; ^nid more solicitous fon 
Genevieve's, comfort , than fearful of 4l»y^ 
daftger on her oym account, sb^'tqok upj 
ber lamp, after watching till it was probably 
Jt>yce might he retired for the. nigbti and: 
set forward, in hopes Qf being able to. t^aqe 
her way back to the door th^t had been; 
locked, but tht-ough which she thought 
she might exchange a few words with her 
sister, and thereby dissipate the terrors she. 
made no question of her being in. . 

With this view, closing* after fter the iron) 
iloor, which Joyce had not thought proper 
to fa&teni,she looked forw^ifd for fhevotber;: 
that she recollected to ^ave been opposi^; 
But what were her surprise and fear,' when 
. instead d£ it she beheld/feeinghei^i-af figure 
ni coiXBpfete armour, with bi^ vl^or down^ 
and a spear resting agaimt the walF, by^ hjis^ 
side ! She concluded it to. be one of lie»» 
uncle's* people,. :£tatibned itber^ jtQ: ob^Qrv^: 
if she quitted her chamber ; and not dar* 
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Jhg to adv&Ace/ turned round to retreat, 
tvhen she discovej^^' another figure, ac** 
Oputred like irhe former, standing close 
behind her. She gave an involuntary start, 
that shook the old floor, and oecasionecl 
such a distnal^ clash of arms, as made her,, 
for a moment, imagine herself surrounded 
hy h band of warriors, clad in mail. Yet 
what illusion is this?" said she, as with firm 
resokition she held up the light, when the 
cause of her alarm became immediately 
apparent. The. room she stood in Vas aiK 
armoury, the sides of which were entirely 
covered with cuirasses, spears, shields, and 
helmets ; and a natural assemblage of these 
had produced the- mistake she had fallen 
into. . • 

" So much for the powers of imagina-^ 
t4on!'* thought she. — "How easily might 
I have gone back to my coffin -bed, £right-N 
ened but of my senses, and persuaded that; 
my chamber was beset by anued men V* 



Asbamedi 



Ashamed of her cowardice, and detei-- ' 
mined to be more collected for the Tutitre, 
she now proceeded, and soon came to the 
winding passage. But making there a 
wrong turning, she was led .considerably, 
though unci^nsciously, out of her way, and 
opening a door that she fencied communi* 
cated' With the first of the three rooms ad-^ 
joining her sister's closet, she saw, tio very 
agreeable sight, Arthur Wallop,- sitting- 
over a large fire, undressing himsdf. Sh^ 
q^uickly drew back, but not before he had» 
seen her. Uttering a strange note, either 
of pleasure or surprise, he arose in pursuit 
of the flying object, who, hearing his heavy 
feet behind hier, speeded away, almp^ with^ 
the swiftness of a bird, nor stopped to take 
breath till she heard him^ missing a^tep, 
come do Wn with a noise as if a waggon 
had been overthrown. Y6t still afraid of 
his recovering his legs, and renewing the* - - 
chace^ she did not think herself secure till 
she had traversed the two iron doors of the 
armoury, and fastened herself into her own 

room. 



tqofn, 'Npr cMrff 4 make i a swotid^^t- 
tempt to, ^p^^ mithQemnme tli®t night, 
lest sh^ m jght«ill find him lying across the 
pamg/e; besides i^ich^ there ^ds another 
Qause that compelled her to give up all 
(hoftjghtr of it^; the oil in her lamp wa9 
nearly butned out, and. aha recoiled froai^ 
the idiea of vandering along thfe cold intri'* 
oate windings of this vast pile, without a 
light; C^mending herself^ therefore, to 
tti^^rotjecHon of Pr^idence, wth a sad* 
denedi. yet not a dTscontented heart/ she 
Vf^nt \o}^i and. was soon lulled to sleep 
hy ^.fce bla«a of wind th?t rose with fre* 
qu^nt 1^)0 wera of snow, and whistled round 
the lolty' tQweais over her bead.:. 

Thei next monsing; as -soon as- it wa^ 
Ughti though still somewhat afraid of- en- 
:cpiint:eTi|ig her pursuer of the preoediog^ 
ev^ing, ahe ventured from her retirement, 
a^d, with better success, procjeeded ia 
search of her sister's little chamber. 

After 



Aflrnr making olily on<e : militate; aoid 
seeing nothing of Arthur WaiHdpb she 
rnd^^d the three roomii contiguous to it ; 
but in thp last of them« the door of which 
Joyce had locked, the found this i«romau, 
whom she began td suspect was a risf 
ing from iier owfi bed. 

Margiana^ civilly noticing hfr, passed 
on, and discovered Genevieve stl|l'asleep. 
But before she could exchange a word vitth 
her, or even awaken her, Joyce, only half 
dressed^ ^itb pert of her cR)aths thvoWn 
Qfver her arm, followed her; an:id lenurely 
co0ipleted her c^qiiipmentj evidently to 
preclude any conversation thai she ntrght 
not herself be within hearieg of. 

Surprised by thk insoleiice out of her. 
tinial affability, ^argiana asked her if she 
was authorised by her Lord thin to. intrude 
upon Lady Genevieve and herself? To. 
which the woman, giving her an angry 
Jook> replied-V^ My Lord chuses you 

should 



s'hotild ialWay« bfe waited up^n eldier b;^ my 
fauarf^anid or myself/' \ 

" Pray who is your husband ? " enqUH-cd 
Margtana. ' i 

Walter Scriiton/* answered she.**-*' We | 
have Kvcd here man and wife, in this castfe 
nineteen years last Christmas-tide^^ and we 
are not to be taught our duty now. Birt 
it is lime ydu should go down, to break- 
fast. My Lord is already ii^ihe great hall, | 
andrA«iil8 of bo orie/- 

Margiana^ finding it would bieXfuidessto 
contend with this iB'^emperedr and vulgar 
woman, patiently sat down to wait tilt her 
sister was ready ; whilst poor Genevieve 
complained bitterly of having passed a 
wretched night, and of having been seve- 
ral times frighteAed by the bowlings of the 
storm. Margiana might ba^^e told her of 
her own more seribus alarm in the ar* 
moury; but she dared uot mention it in 
Jeyce'fs pre^erlce, feaFful. of being locked 
10. for the future* if it vas known she had 

presumed 



presumed to ramble; a pr^fttipption 
vfhidt she now knew, however suc<:essfu)^ 
most have been unavj^iling, _ since her 
sister's apartment could not be attained 
without crossing through that where her 
vigilant guardianess slepl. 

'' Unaccountable precautions^'* thought 
«he^ <' lo keep us ^siu)der What can they 
portend ? What purpose are they designed 
taanswer 

Without sufiering her temper^ how^yer^ 
to be ruffled, or shewing any resentipen.t 
against the disagreeable woman who perse* 
ctiled them> slie talked with Gepeviev€(<on 
such subjects as they could introduc^^ be- 
(oie her ; and ttiey- tb^n went dowUj, but 
still conducted by J9yce,:whQ left them np^t 
ttniil.th^y Gs^ineint<9fiheir Hnclf'spfesenc;e. * 

H« wa»r^t brf^hfijijt yijh tbfi twft ^>l- 
Ic^s^tiand 'Maiigi^im. qpW: feared 4bat, 



fhiiy settrt-HimV znA'tiktiie m-JgWb mentron 
. thrskFvtefitm^of l^^eirtght befe But he 
presttJfly reKeVed' htt alarm, forft^ took 
m> shfft htftice eitli*r of her or her 
sister, ftirther thai by a gruff note of salu^- 
tation, intended for a gfood-moirpw; 

Btftrami on- the cdnltai'y, wdd all servile 
civili!|fy ; •and' thonj^h he h^d tyr^tlnisiid 
•oveif them to Ate utmost his j)6M^€ti dtt*- 
ing their short residence undef a'l'dtlf 'sd 
lately their father's, a stranger might now 
fidve mls(ta£eri Hiih Tor the 'suppleiit' of their 
creatures.*^ : - * 

^fK^'^i^tbiy ntecKatiicaliy '^a*^^ iS^pathfei. 
tically jil^ced thenA^^ei 6n tfitfterrfdeoF 
lfceir'*fflfe<ii HarbWi- Whcide* iWugh - hottest 
VduhtiSttifttre itjoiced'rtleto', ^^^^ wet^ortl* 
cbnftVa^tit 6 ^he iifaibo4h6^ -fe^i^, . btit ^Mtf 
and insincere smiles, of their uncle, who 
rlbW ddffAiittt^d^ ftr^ ^edn^et^ttoft: h0 hzd 
h^ii^-ihg^td itk beffet^ thefr kmnnii»\ 

^ ^ their 



^' that y^iu »u»t l^avfi m» . tob Mtxn;' but: i 
know your duty calls you away ; and from 
^fee , r^pfpeammioe of i *he" *ky',> i 'felri^ iifel^re 
ttt Ji2n?e; ^>heayy rfaH oCfsnbu^i wbrck 
ftiilght prewat yohw fjowrxreyp^^^ yod ^«f. 
'i^iied.k any loriger. ' Beftnfe^rjticMiii^ IwaW- 

,p/e9fi)d§,,e^kLaipia^?l Wi?iti»fijt!^vW«fe*y,lptr 
dear brother left here on his departure^wr 
Raby, containing, as he informed me, di- 
4!€icM(}fi9^.!re}iah)9] »Iq i^lii&^opifoqjbrtyw! /.'No 

yw&n ; \^ii/ik ^qok iaa> J^n e {tbeji^/iTiebi t;: jfibr 
ivly Afmahk ftkices. .IFormifi, H^akosii btiow^' 
i^QBsiderabl^r ttiqre dcsden^a^? wiA tjm>fii[- 
:niQBi^;jhdn0i}iB)itfaan^ beitbtrKieairQ^TOt* (W- 
-acaarc(fc*'5o ;' "i^ / • - v.-? I - .: <^;d 

-ikififiuplbjo ; vwiiHe his ) xdoatWy siiiilfiG^/ivasadv- 
^ucttig^4Hi4iriaJdfaili i^MMslov^^nly mktitia^ 

and 
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and ift^dt ft trethaidbiis noise, hh2itttlf 
grumble oUt~^^ Noble pdlseisibtts, in- 
deed ! A princely inheritance ! You may 
noH^keepsu^Ka table as the Lord ofA^5'or- 
tbumberland himself cannbt equal/' - * 

^ The vAiAle of this di^gudtittg' old' fndn's 
convenMtion; ivheh he spod^e t^t all, vhich 
-wfts hut seldom/: vras of thjs zmtitre^; and 
Adargiamirvpondered for what reasons ber 
^cley who; did not appear tb '^ant ilAU^ 
ties/ filhdufl4 like to hav^ so tm&h of his 
-sbbrety. • 

• . • , • i • . . . . ; ■ . * > , 
f Whw the breaikfhst V2» over, L#id Wid- 
t^riti^on d^ired Harold woitid tnrihg to 
ilbeaiitbe ivriting in queatiox), and -directed 
Jiim to look for it m the oaken press in th^ 
-bi^owil tslpcstry chalnber^ «9hi«;h," said 
hut^ >niy deaisesS^brother :Ocqipted. danbg 
bis last residence here. — Be of godd/ cam»- 
-fiMTt,:'/ be' cdhiiinied, itiirnihg- to hia.nleces^ 
"whom he^ observed to be. very . deeply ]a£» 
JSected.:; ^:Ypxi niay< boA^i7Ck)Aceifi£^i rMt 
i..; assured 
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a^tilfid your bfeloved father WouM be very 
particular in making careful menticm of hts 
^ children." 

'^ We think not of that, my Ldrd," s^id 
Margiana. — No further consideration 
than the loss of such a parent is needful 
to excite our everlasting regref 

" What signifies such talk cried Arthur 
Wallop. — " Get you both good hu^band% 
and think no more of the past. If I was a 
. young man, I would soon put father and 
mother out of your heads ; and if Harold 
was not a fool, he might have talked one 
of you over before this time. Young wo* 
man may be persuaded to any thing. It is 
ofily when they are old that they are ob* 
stinate." 

* 

Margiana smiled, without returning any 
answer, while Genevieve whispered her— ^ 
'' He knows but little of you, sister,'' whea 
Jiarold re-entered with the p;aper he had 
been sent for. 
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Open and read" if/' said Ldni Wid^ 
dHngton, 

Harold obeyed. It contained a very 
few words,' but was of an import that asto- 
nished both the sisters. 

After a very slight mention df Bertram 
Winbiirne, as the heir to the title of Earl of 
Widdrington, and the domains attached to 
it, a clause ensued, enjoining Margiana to 
bestow her hand on Etbelred ; in conside- 
ration whereof, two-thirds of the personal 
property that her father died possessed ofj> 
and which was very large, became her's^ 
and the remainder Genevieve's. But in 
case of her refusal, then to either sister was 
left a pittance barely^ sufficient to gain 
each of them admission for life into a clois- 
ter ; and the space of half a year, over and 
above the year of mourning for her father's 
death, was allowed to Margiana, for deter- 
mining her choice. 



Nothing 
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Nothing but her amazement could equal 
the distress she felt at this harsh decree, so 
little to have Keen expected either from 
the confijdence Lord Widdrington had al- 
ways placed in her judgment, or the very 
tender affection^he had borne her. Harold 
himself, as he read it, could scarcely credit 
his own senses. 

" Is it possible !" exclaimed Margiana. 

Harold reached to her the paper. She^ 
saw her father's hand-writing, and the im- 
pression of bis seal. Genevieve ^at mate 
with wonder, and looked at her sister as if 
she pitied her for being reduced to an al- 
ternative that she knew would be particu- 
larly irksome. • 

" I am not much surprised,*' said . Ber- 
tram. — " I expected sonv^thing of this na- 
ture, though nqt quite so peremptorily ex- 
pressed^ from . the language my brother 
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was pleased tasay, had been set upon the 
union^ ever since , he became personally ^ 
acquainted with his nephew^ And- 1 hope, 
my dear niece, at the end of the appointed 
time, if iiot before, you will also be recon- 
ciled to the thmights of it, and be more 
just to yourself, and more charitable to 
your sister, than to condemn two fine 
young women to the gloomy seclusion and 
discontent of a m^onastery, when nature 
and their rank in life have intended them 
to adorn aft admiring court/' 

As he said this> he bent his body jntb a 
cringing attitude, that he meant should 
convey an idea of kindness; but.Margiana 
was unabla to marke any reply likely to 
give' him satisfaction ; for at that moment 
she felt more averse than ever to the pro- 
jected marriage. She hiad already seen too 
isluch of Bertram^ to wish to become more 
nearly allied to him ; and had not her 
sister been so deeply concerned in her de- 
cision, she would scarce have made any 

scruple. 
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scruple, even' thus early, to have declared 
her preference of a monastic life. But 
much time was before her, and she did not, 
by any signs, betray the discomposure oif 
her mind, Wishing, >however, to be pri- 
vate with Genevieve, and in hopes they 
might be suffered to walk' together withr 
out the pbtrusive presence of Joyce, she 
asked her.uncl^ to aUow of their taking 
(advantage of an. interval of ^^nshine that 
now prevailed, iie seemed ploaaed at her ' 
considering his permission iiec'essary ; bu^ 
to her sensible mortification, called for 
Joyce, to attend her young ladies out ; and 
^he womatf instantly appeared, ready to 
accompany them, as if they had been two 
children. 

There is no occasion^ my Lord," said 
Margiana, to trouble any of your do- 
xnestic8« We do not wish to go beyond 
the limitsof the castle walls/' 



He smiled, with a fawning gesture, but 
K 3 replied^ 
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replied^ they would find it extremely dull 
walking within the courts^ and that Joyce 
could conduct them to a pleasant garden^ 
on the south side of the building ; at the 
same time turning from them so abruptly, 
as to give neither of them an opportunity 
of saying more. They therefore followed 
their conductress out of the^hall, after tell- 
ing Wallop they hoped to^id him farewell 
befofe he quitted the castle> and proceeded 
in silence till they reached the spot men- 
tioned by their uncle. 

Here, for the first time, raising her eyes 
from the ground, Margiana observed that 
Jier sister was w^eeping. . * 

Oh,^ my dear Genevieve," sard she, af- 
fectionately embracing her, '^do not aban- 
don yourself to melancholy ideas. We are 
tindcf-^he protection of a being who will 
order all things for our advantage, if 
we trust in him. What we have just heard,' 
I admits is highly distressing, and the iiir- 
' tbest 
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thest from what either of us could have 
looked for ; but many things may happen 
in the course of eighteen months to con- 
tribute towards our relief.. Many changes 
may occur we cannot now fbresee." 

Alas'!" said Genevieve, we know our 
father's will cannot admit of any change, 
and there is no othex' can possibly avail us 
— unless, indeed, your present sentiments 
alter — and hitherto they haye been uni- 
formly steady/" 

" Well,*' replied Margiana, " it is time 
c^ugh yet, and too.soon, to distress our- 
selves upon the subject. <Let us make the'^ 
best of the present conciliate oui' uncle, 
as well as we xan, and be in fact every 
thing to each other. In the meantime, be 
you composed, under the conviction .that 
I will sooner resign my life than condemn'^ 
you, dearest sister, to unhappiness, whilst 
any hum^n means are left me of averting* 
it from you.** 



She then turned cheerfully to speak to 
K 4 Joyce/ 
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Joyce, and commended the beauty of th^ 
ornamented little spot they were in. It 
was a small enclosure, divided by a tWcket 
of evergreens, and a high wall behind 
them, which they concealed, from the prin- 
c;ipal court. ; Every ray of noonday and 
evening sun that shone beamed upon it ; 
and it .was filled with flowering shrubs, that 
Margiana observed must, in the season^ 
render it a delightfut retrMt. BixtJoycej 
after informing her it was the favourite 
of^Lady RacbeJ, who had planted it 
witih her oiyn haiMis, relapsed into suUetir 
tociturnity, and refused to join iuany con- 
versation, though she persevered in walk- 
ing cloSe by tl^eir side. 

r The sisters, nevertheless, were glad to 
continue out of doors, till a thick shower 
of snow drove them in for shelter ; and then 
!^fargiana fulfilled her promise to Ethelred, 
of writing to him when their mutuaj friend 
returned into the South. 



She 
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She made no mention of her father^ 
- will, but gave him, in cheerful terms, the 
particulars of theit journey, and of their 
arrival at Widdrington Tower. She no-, 
ticed, with apfnrobation, what little of the 
surrounding country she- had y^t 'seen ; 
gave no hint unfavourable to her uncle; 
and, in her whole letter, there wsra not one 
subject of regret but what related to Wal-' 
lop's departure, and to the ^ecl^ion df 
h&e aunt and Lady Arletfe ; though she 
concluded by ssyi^g it was her design, v^- 
.hementlyto petition for an acquaintance 
with the latter. 

When She ha* Writfeh t1i*sf, sfi^ wefrt 
down, ac<^omp«ini€fd by l3enevieve, and 
followed by Joy<3d, fn search of HaroW, 
vhom she found *lotte, in- ti\e great hall^ 
tfaitirtgf<ft^ her, h^hig p\jt'vp6ie\f mffereA 
his uncle and Btettmm lo go 6^^% withtyut 
kirn.- On perdeiviug htv hc^ ha^ily.aroscf, 
and meeting her at the dttkJr, to<)k a hand 
of ea<;h of the ^ife<^/ ilttdf, ^ith' coUnte- 
K 5 nance 
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nance more severe than Margiana judged 
even his harsh features capable of, and a 
voice like thunder, baie Joyce withdraw, 
since he wished to speak to her ladies in 
private. The woinan's colour rose, as if 
from stifled rage ; but she nevertheless 
obeyed him without reply, to the surprise 
^f Margiana and Genevieve, who told him 
they wished they could imitate his tones 
and gesture, that they might occasionally 
apply them to the same use of driving their 
troublesome governess, away. 

Harold^ who had carefully shut the door 
after her, bestowed on her the, reverse of a 
l^Iessing, in very strong acceipts ; yet added 
it would be prildence in them not to pro- 
voke either her or Scruton, when they 
could possibly put up with the manners of 
either — For,*" said he, I grieve to say 
they are all-powerful with your uncle, who^ 
having, during his whole life, withdfawa 
himself from the society of his equals, 
imagines' what littk boneur or hooesty sub- 
sists 
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sists in the worlds is confined to persons of 
an inferior station. The consequence is, 
they serve him and dupe him at the same 
time. But you will sec enough of this 
yourselves. I need not expatiate upon it. 
Neither shall I have opportunity to say 
much on any subject, for that hag, turned 
out herself, will soon send some of Ber- 
tram's spies to interrupt us. 

To mention, therefore, what is most 
material ^ — your ^dear father's will.— 
Heaven grant," pursued he, dropping on 
one knee, and rising again, " Heaven 
grant, sweet Margiana, your heart may be 
softened to promote your own and your 
sister's happiness, before the allotted time' 
expires ! for I wish your assent may be 
free, not compulsory. My noble-minded 
friend will not rejoice at, but lament a cir- 
cumstance distressing to you at present ; 
though uniting yourself with him would 
be the readiest and thie most certain mean« 
of releasing both you and. GenevicYe from 
K 6 worse 



S04 



MARGUNA. 



Mfarse than Egyptian bondage* You al- 
ready see enough of your uncle's character, 
to know how to couduct.yourselves towards 
him. Lady Rachel^ I find, you have na 
chance of seeing. Waste no breath, there- 
fore^ dn that point ; and do not press for an 
introduction to Arlette too soon ; for Ber* 
train is more likely to grant what you do 
not ask, than wKat you do. He permitted 
me to see her just npw, while you were 
ditt, because I did not solicit the fevour-; 
and I found her wild with impatience to 
become acquainted with her cousins, for 
she had learned your arrival from her old 
nurse. And now, charmij^g ladies, bless 
ypu both ! Have you any instructions for 
me?'' 

. Oh tell us,'* said Genevieve, bow 
soon you. will be here again 

" It is impossible to say. — Bat when 
Eth^elred comes, I will niove heaven and 
earth to returjn with him." 

Pray see Lady Rothes sometimes/' s$id 

Margiana; 

4 
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. Margiana ; — " and if cvpr a messenger 
should be sent to my uncle, tell us of little 
Hengist,*' 

" Yes ; but I shall add a word or two 
concerning myself and my friend/' 

And welcome!" cried they both;— 
and they were going on to say more, when 
Arthur Wallop rolled into the room. 

Harold cast down his eyes. The sisters 
looked at each other, impressed at oncQ 
with the same idea ; and JVIargiaw, pre- 
senting her letter to Wallop, kindly wrung 
hishdnd^ and wished: him a ^afe journey, 

" And a spe^ return," added Geoe^ 

vieve ; and do not forget us." 

" Never!" he cried, with energy. — 
And now, unde, fiarewcU I I am ]eeady 

to begone." 

The moment he dis^ppedred/ Joyce ne^ 
entered the hall, an J asked Margiana. where 
she and Lady Genevieve. chose to sit ? 

They 
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Thcv had but little choice, for their own 
chambers' were cold and comfortless. The 
air was freezing ; and they had seen no fire 
^in any room but the small one where they 
had supped the night before, and the great 
hall, of which they preferred the former. — 
Carrying, therefore, their work into it, 
they sat down, 'and strove to find amuse- 
ment in occupation, Joyce still conti- 
nuing inseparably attached to them, until 
their uncle and Art^iur Wallop returned, 
and then she withdrew. 

During the remainder of the morning, 
they were wearied by conversation the 
most uninteresting to th.em, relating to 
persons and places they had never heard of 
before ; and. when the hour of dining ar- 
rived/ it was continued with little variation^ 
excepting that Arthur Wallop descanted 
much, during the pauses of his coarse meal, 
on his favourite subject of eating and 
drinking. 
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Margiana^aiid Genevieve thouglit they 
had never beheld such a human swine ; 
but were no longer at a loss, as in the 
morning' they had been^ to conjecture why 
his visits were encouraged to be sb long 
and frequent at Widdririgton Tower ; for 
besides appearing to act upon occasion as 
an auxiliary spy, he seemed intimately ac- 
quainted with all that was passing in the ' 
neighbourhoods and retailed a variety of 
mean and vulgar anecdotes, to which B^r* 
tram listened with great apparent iutetest 
and pleasure, 

Glad to leave the society of such a guesf, 
they again asked permission to walkassoon 
as the dinner was removed ; and having in 
the lipiorning observed a building at a little 
distance/Which they had been informed was. 
the burying*place of their family^ they de- 
sired their officious attendant ^ould take 
them there, which she, not objecting to, 
th^y had proceeded above half way, thojugh 

there 
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there, was a.slrght cofveriiig of snow upon 
the ground, when the sky, suddenly lower- 
ing to the deepest gloom, threatened so 
heavy and so immediate a fall of more, that 
tbcy readily agreed, at Jo^ce^s request^ to 
turn back, resolving^ hfliwc>ver, by the first , 
oppOTlunity, to pursue their object, - 

They^had no resource, on their return, 
but to resume their work in the little roomf, 
where they discovered theit uncle writing, 
and hiscompanion sitti|]g, as they had found 
him, the preceding evening, wifb bis flagon 
of strong beer before him. A few books, 
however, happened ta be tying^on the table, 
and one or two of tkem Ghaocing to be 
such as they eould derive atnude^ent freiii'^ 
somewhat assisted flvem over t<w interval 
tilJ supper, very soon after wliieh they te^ 
tired, without having fi^lkited Rertmm, as 
they had once thought of doiDg; fb silto^ 
of their sleeping- iti the same i<ootn } for 
they i^ecplleet^d the expreesiofi of their 

friendly 



friendly adviser, that they would fijid their 
uncle more disposed to grant them the fa- 
vours they did not ask, than those they 
did. And thus passed the first day of their 
residence at Widdrington Tower, 
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How to escape Matrimonj/^A Box of 
Diamondi. 

Thb next morning the whole face of the . 
country was buried uyder so deep a snow^ 
^ as to preclude all thoughts of 'amusement 
without doors. Arthur Wallop still con- 
tinued at tl>e castle, and it now appeared' 
as if his. visit must necessarily be pro- 
longed ; though the sisters Onderstood 
that the furthest distance to his hoUse did 
not exceed two miles, by the horse road ; 
whilst a footway, that conducted thither, 
was f^ill three quarters of a mile shorter, — 

He 
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He seemed, however, not inclined to en- 
counter the fury of the storm, by attempt- 
ing either of these roads; arid satisfied with 
lounging away his morning houts in attend- 
ing Lord Widdrington about the confines 
of the castle, as he gave various orders to 
his people, he appeared in a state of pro- 
gressive happiness as the dinner-time ad- 
vanced, which was completed by the sight 
of that welcome meal. 

He was a man who, having from his very 
childhood been cuned with the dtre disease 
of indolence, had never regularly applied 
himself to a^y pursuit. In his youth he 
had been a great hunter; but even hia fa- 
vourite amusement he had never followed 
up with the spirited relish that belongs 
only to characters of more energy ; and 
his parents b6th dying before he was thirty, 
he had given himself up withoiit cootroul 
to such habits of supinenes^, as rendered 
him a burthen to himself, and to every sOne 
near him. Though far from: rich, he had a, 

pretty 
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pretty portion of l^oded property sur- 
rounding his house, more than sufficient to 
have afforded profit, pleasure, and employ, 
to an active man. But if Arthur Wallop 
had bread to eat, he cared neither when 
the grain was sown, nor when it was 
reaped; and the conaequeistce was such as 
might naturally be looked for; his fvnj 
was mismanaged and neglected, and he. w^ 
cheated by his servanits. 

*Iti a few yetsB kbecteieiioublfiii whe- 
ther lie %^ouU kmg have any bread to eat 
at all, when he was rescued from impend- 
ing poverty by the timely, intervention of 
his only Bister. , 

Of a disposition as animated and indus« 
trious as his was the reverse, rfie had been 
married^ early in life, to a lcin«man of her 
own name. He was a gay and thoughtless 
soldier, easy in his temper, ^nd extravagant 
in his habits; and having fallen in askir^ 
mish against the Scots, he left hi^ widow 

with 
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-with an infsini son, and a triffe of money, 
barely sufficient to suppjy a maintenance 
for herself. \ 

In this distress, ArtTiur Wallop, who vfas 
not ill-natured, rode over to see her, and 
administer some comfort, and a little pe- 
cuniary assistance. But the mdst cheering 
sound she heard was a promise that he 
would take care of her darling Harold, then 
only five years old, and be at the expence 
of having him decently educated. In ad- 
dition t6 this, he kindly invited her to re- 
move to his bouse, for a few weeks, or un* 
tij her first sorrow became less acute ; for 
her present residence was in a Very lonely 
village above forty^ miles distant from his 
abode. * To have gone often to have seen 
her, therefore, would have been to him an 
insupportable fatigue. 

She accepted his offer with thankfulness, 
and leaving- her Hftle cottage under the 
care of a friendly neighbour, she set off, a 

week 
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week after her husband's death, for her 
brother's house, upon the pleasant and ro- 
mantic banks of the Coquet. 

After a residence there of tWo ihdnths, 
she began to think of returning home, and 
taking her little boy back with her, until 
he should be, of an age. to profit by his 
uncle's kind intentions. 

Accordingly she mentioned her design 
to Arthur Wallopy who looked extremely 
grave upon the occasion. He ret^irned 
her, however, no answer, 'nor spokfe a word 
up6n the subject till the following day, 
when suddenly breaking a long silence, he 
abruptly told her she was very foolish, in 
his opinion, to think of ^ leaving him so 
soon.^ 

^' It will not be very soon," replied she. 
I have been here nearly nine weeks." 
" And what hinders your staying here 
nine w^eks more ?" ^ 

''I haijir 
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^' I have no right to intrude upon you so 
long, brother. It was very kind in you to 
invite me to your bouse, during my first dis- 
tress ; but it is fit I should now depend 
upon my own endeavours^ and Yeturn to 
take care of iray little field and garden at 
home. In a year or two, Harold will be- 
come capable of more instruction than I 
shall be able to give him ; and he shall then- 
come back to remind you of your benevo- 
lent promises; with sense enough, I hope^ 
to acknowledge them as they deserve." 

That is all very well/' said Arthirr ; — . 
" but what am I to do in the mean time ? 
I have fields, and a garden, to be sure, as 
well as you; but I do not much care to 
rake the trouble of looking after them ; 
and when you are gone, if you persist in 
going, I foresee my house will all go to 
confusion, and become the s^tne pig's-stye 
again that it was when you first saw it/' 

It must be owned," returned she, mth 
a smile, your house was not in the most 
exact order. There was a litter of little 

porkers 
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porkers in thedairy^ and a brood of young 
ducks in the. best Ij^ed^^chamber ; not to 
mention that the colt and the two fillies 
took si walk every day in the flower-rgar* 
den." 

"You are very right,*' replied Arthur.— 
"And my victuals used to be so ill cooked, 
and so dirty, that I never could eat above 
half my dinner. Now, had not you belter 
stay where you are, and keep things a little 
tight and comfortable for me, in retivrn for 
what I mean to do for my nephew 
, " But it is very likely you will marry, 
brother, and then your wife will take those 
domestic cares off your hands.'' 

" Well, but stay, however, till I do 
marry, and then I will let you go." 

The good sense and good temper of his 
4nster prevented her taking offence at this 
uncivil conclusion of an oflfer originally 
prompted by self-accommodatit>ai She 
determined at once to contribute* to hiscom<> 
fort^ and avert bis ruin, whjch she bad had 

sufficieat 
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sufficient leisure to cbseVv^ wasPiifet sifK 
proaching.; and disposing of her eettag^e 
anil the little property belonging to k^ n&m 
established tefself at Warkworth (hnmgei 
as her brother's house v^as^iledL - • :i 

There 'Was, , how?vef, another ciiSHn* 
alatice thar cbntribtttedto^niakcf heiP i»K>3;«4 
en this step. * ; 

The irisrble Jwptoveiififents in Arthat 
Wallop's farm-yard and garden/ that >qtiickj 

foil (Wed hef arrival, ^bad TOcasioiiedaat 
enquiry from Lady Rachel Winburnei: tkesr 
newly settled at Widdrington Tow^, intd 
their cause ; ' and an acquaintance ensuerik 
between that lady and Wallop's sister, who 
soon t becanie decid^iy ^ fivQwite': vith 
her no))le oeighbour; Hence the eariy 
timacy between Etheked^and his^frii^d^^-t^ 
The focibacr v^siieverqidt^ jiappy vririia 
Hib-old^Wallop ; and Harold, in return, 
loved' bka land lady l^Kbel ivitii dl Yhe 
afieciioA ']or*wHidi atcjh&h&\vasyc^ab 
^ «ai4 II. . L How 



sdf, and the new regulation th^H iiad $uff9» 
ceeded, -she liad the pleasure to find that . 
lier'^ciflion mV^}[fly^/^pfov^dro(, 
liul tf^at it t:fjiinmiin}otted ih^ li^^Vmlnsfr' 
lisfarction : and duriitg tbe eleven yaad 
Ibat she continued to )ive at/Wkrkwortii 
€nngey sb« never had ocoasioa to. repent . 

But tow»iA the expiration, od^ that |Ne» 
md, finding heir health very i^pidly giving 
way, ihe became extremely a«xrotts on the 
»b)ett of hqr brother^ fotune comforts;* 

^ Be hai beeft ao long ardiwtomid,^ saicL 
^ we dag? to Lady Rachel^ M\to Jiav^hia 

• iioiifle 
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beuse c1«i|ti» and bis st^rfMli Ibept Ur or^ 
der, that I kno^T nof whar will htemme of 
Him wh6n I namore. His ^discontent 
will be ^^tor tkm! if I^ftad ttdv^r lived 

" Von should put "ll: irvio Jbiis head to 
marry." said hndy Jtefih^i;-^^' There 1$ 
BHen Ordi of Eotfabwr^ wotiJd make him 
an excellent v^ife t ftnd sht h^s^cfa an tin'* 
eonafovtalole hoimsi.tvHb:^ drtuiksTtikther^ 
und an ill>tempered niothen that J. do tfcn 
Ihinh. she. would refufiethim-' - 

She would j ust suit Wm," said Walldjp'-* 
sister. ^ 

" But you should i-ie/soJlecl:, that if. he 
.h^ a child of his.ow.% Harold wiU-hq 
longer be hi^heir/', : , \* . . > » , * 
> Very truel.^H^ ^F is^JiJialy be ^ will 
spend bis latt^ d^y$ more coedit and 
coraforr, wi|h-hjft b«l)i|§.it! «;pofl^illte 
j^e can ^l^^ >vfe|b^Ht: hgy jfcgl ii^A^e .fr^^ to 
iqifnage-.bis^^.^flfeJW'J J A^^di a^'tOcHaf^d/ his 
^A^od ^rofMPifsit^s^ l?^c}i.l»jmbfQr« 



BtnirtibljtSrcAfgh t1«e World, evcn'thojigh 
lie siioflridbeivitHditt fVt^tid^:'* 
• " Whidi.M shall never be/' said Lady 
Eachelp tcB^erlyl embtsidng her. — " Htf 
mny rest assured of always ha%irig frietids; 
^ho, for his own si^e; ts wdl as his mo- 
ther's, will hever fdmk^e hita." ' 

WeH, dien/* retorn^ i^hc, more than 
lialf serioudy^ ^ i will ^r«ue yoor advice^ 
and strive to inspire him ivith courage to 
make an oSet of hisfaaiid, for the first time 
in his life^ though I fear, my undertaking 
will prove fruitless." 

♦ . 

It met, hnweven with rather more 
success in the commencement than she had 
expected. > Arthur made no objection/ 
' when she begged leave to. invite Ellen Ord 
tor a few days to Warkwortfi, as an am us* 
ing companion to one in her iiifirm state 
of health. And aMter she was gone, ivhefi 
his sister observed to him what an admi- 
raUe manager she would be, if plaoed -at 
the head of his family^ . in case of her own 

death. 



death; he did not -express t»y: strong? 
dverseness. to the schifeme of pfo^oiiH^ to* 
her ; so that, in a^ shorr liitife, a}dri«e€t bf 
his sister's failing looks, and her terrifying: 
description of f^iturebad dsnili^in^ dicdnfer- 
ly servants, and waated j^o^erty, .hesnf^ 
feted her to pe^uade him to ridir qviif to» 
Botbbtiry, avowedly for the purpfase of 
making a tender of. himself s^dL all he wass 
Worthy to £llc0 Oid;^ : i ;,yjri . t 

: Bu^ itnfbctiinately -for thie tetmrnatfon^ 
of hm first and tmly adventare as' a lovcrp 
the father o£ £Hen Ord was atVthat time* 
oven, more firone than, himself to submit 
to the potent inffaience of die staple 
quor of Us country^ Arthur^ instructed: 
by his sister, had begged of Ellen, on hisu' 
fim arrival, that he might take a walk witb 
h^r, after dtnnar, acrdsi th& fields;- andshe^. 
ia consequence of a hint«she had received 
ftom her friend, while at Warkworth, mo* 
di^Hy looked forward to a! chance of quit*- 
tiog a very disagreeablje home^ xewlving;., 
2i a at 



id l&esann>time^ tcr be not rtitre ftmiA iri 
hfiT4Ml^j» ± yfiSft ihw she h9i Hmtys 

Biit«rbiirberidimdi«asiOixttpied>j tlm^ 
•Xfieottitiqin Artlruir imv idery ilifTeretttlyi 
emplojtedlr 7heji4utikr'^v«8r thr very 'bast 
he hid eirer libted;: Old Ord^ .ifho'(hd£ 
fiprat/tlUi. chcfy jpbst of hh ii(e at seip tiM^ 
the most entertaining donbpaMbh^ he bad 
ever met with ; and Arthur swallowed and 
liMemd/T tcod UtteiuM ^nd sMillhwedt, fill 
kn^W:iMtiivlifitbeiMfa9%ras fin^hsnii^ehndr 
i!poh earth. Hj»*fdi^6t'ihei Errand 'Opmi: 
which, he t clliu9i> *. Jut r8i3ter> bit : •blK> 
fuiurA;diarineits, fiHeo Ord; andidihqsdfl^: 
He:oirett. forgoit?it.was timeto fti>bedj> 
\fhenr. faetsaw^hl0h<»pm&l^ b^st gtadu^tly** 
sinking: ifriim bisr^sfeat to the fio^/ ^ Trf^^^ 
mii^jiihntly he^ kzt ony » tiH .a^erving'-^ift^tt 
* cfaiefed ^loraaiist hitkit tb his chamb^. (But ^ 
hewas ifiia 'xiitt6il to scbfn assistanceij and 
wdTing* and fliourishiiig has hands over bis- 
head^ heteide >thd setVingrman begbne to 

Lucifer ! 



ternal revo^utjoa*, warfi^^! hwir^n'^^f 
But contjBnt^;^ilit gT^4^^ IfS^SV.^^ 
up static he chose a qiu^er rxtq^^&.fif r\9r 

the. fiarne :Slr4c}e^ fp^.twp; ."St^psj; jbgt ;^ul4 

i. I^'W^bt ij?tuxf%.hs|ye„h^ 

hare submittcf|>jjwitfcpat|exw^^^^ aur 
thority it was necessary to exercise over 
J>j*pK;^luit*h|^4f93.^ (^/caigi; i^g^the 

^rujjt than^b^ar^^.. . , . 

, .^e^tpok it into his head he I|ad. ;bqei|r 
wilfiilJy throwa {tom< the^ staircase;, an^ 
nothing whicheitber the senrant or EUen's^ 
mother could- say> for she had been dtawi** 
ii4 thither 



tfcither'ty the noise :his fall> in any de- 
'^fcc availed to remove his mistake.-^ 
^MaimH as he was/ he forc'ed his tvay out 
the House,' vehemently swearing he 
Voiild n6t stay hour urfder a roof where 
^b6 'had heen so ill-treated ; and finding his 
*i)wn mao at the stables, he persisted in 
tnotintinghisl^erse, and riding ^ine that 
*>ight:' ' The felf6w, perceiving his inaster's 
x^iiditibn, would have dissuaded htm, but 
&OOQ found he was talking to the wmds — 
Liquor always* rendered Arthur very obsti* 
mte; Jintf'hc now resolutely determined 
to sfa^w he cotild ride, which he beiievecl 
liis servant suspected he could not- 

Ak a* furfous rate, ther^fbrt; he's^t dut; 
but fhe'inan had taken the Sensible' pre- 
caution of mounting him npon the' slowest 
horse of the two -; and easily keeping pace 
f^Tflt^ h^mi no accident happened till they 
tikched a part' of the road that ran for 
few piaccfs along the ri\^er side/' * 

i.* Now 



Now it unfortutiafely chanced, tfiat near* 
to Arthur's house was a^small brook, where^ 
he invariably watered^ his horse "whenever^ 
he returned from rhding r a^d still liiore^ 
un fortunately^ he now, .on^p«i<ceiv^itTg the* 
moonbeams dancing on the-rlMer, fdndei£) 
he had reached home; and was al)oat crdss^i 
ing ih'rs brook. BetVsre the seicvaiit co«lIdt 
even guess at his intention, he pluhged in>. 
and a loud howl was. the fimf 'iittiinatioa 
he gave of what had befaHeti hirtr. 1t^ waar^ 
in summertime; and the sedges: afci'>bal^"» 
rushes, that grew in^ great abundance. oiii' 
the rivers brink, ^Ted his life r'tllo^gh he\ 
was not got out until he had^ undergone* 
the most complete immersion frequently - 
roaring out he was MoJses, and that Pha— 
raoh'Sr daughter ought to cdme and^pre-^ 
serve him. ^ • 

• . . . ^ 

No house was near; wet and dislocated; ' 
he had yet several miles to g<!> before he ^ 
reached' home. I;^ a few bourse ife^was in - 
a high fever^ that confined hun to hisjbed* 
u 5 many. 



n^iiy k$ ; and wten^ whh difficnUy, he 
VN|6^«cowedby A^care and attentions of 
h^mtWj,h^ had conceived such an aver- 
8«Brn <o iKe idea of ever becoming a suitor, 
and perbapa felt ao much dsbamed wben- 
cwer.bc titougbt of bia exploit at Rothbury, 
tbfttw. peosvaeionai^oiild ever induce him 
to hawrd a jBecofiid attempt. 

tbe-.dftth -pfi his sifeter, therefore, 
'ivbichlhap^f«ed;^bpiii(t ik9^]i^ yi^av after this 
acc>dekH[i:hQr:W99 left it) ^ very forlorn situ- 
aliofh Jibnepbe¥f, wtam be laved better 
tbatn be loved airy: body else, now bore . 
ai^OBia, audi vva9 frequfntly from home, on 
sHirmy^hiRg pavliea wi^hi Ethelred and his 
cousin, .Henry; Percy^ Arthur bad no re- 
fiOMree^ v^ith^n bimseif; and his dejected 
appearance, when he occasionally accom- 
panied Harold to Widdrington Tower, ex- 
cited L^dy f(achers compassion. He was 
iAvited.to.taJie up bisabofde there until he. 
l[fCQvef6f^ bis spirits, aad he fQUif]d....tbe 
ajWHSiflfjiirWing .tbia i^vitatiQQ tp very 



vicc«, he rerfdfefed 1iiiti*^^ir3a«fllff ffi fctf- 
tram, \^ho mistniitcdlall his! s«rfb»lal; «f|5^ 
only SGruton and his mfe ^.dndheaamqsed' 
him with stories, ©f all vtW pettf^ thrA^- 
"actions in the neighbwiliooA.^i He.:wa^ 
mean enough to watch the dopM^tsi^rait^ 
timea . when. Bertrani . cotrid not. \yajti:h^eiti 
himse^ ahdLwas a truMy spy who mig&t 
always J}e depended uponv 

It witl be supposed^ thft as he!]ra6e'^i»< 
. Bertram's favour^ ke smik in Lady BacHeht 
But so longtas he could 'keiep hirmiUkiMHp* 
fbfmerj no olher eoti^erftiiocit4:g»'m<Jiwpi*. 
any uneasiness i; and he inain tuned! Iiif»^ 
ground with siHch 8Ri|||^adva«Hdm#f>d1;hAtr 
Ikfter his first lUn^ m»t ad WiiArtt^^bftm: 
Tower^ immediately wcecedtng hts aiailfert 
deaths he waa ^e^ldprn cibaeQt.fiK)^ iti 
three days in succession, , His lave of 
^46^, .t^rrfore, was coorpj^t^lyr' g^^fi^pd s 
he. took no ^liight far •to-iwrr0Wt 
Bepkew^.yoimg «$^ he Wi^>:-AfiiuttK¥^,1ftit' 
, perintendejjfe 
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-pwinfettded' his farm ably and actively ; 
4MMt br fenjoy^ed bcttjer fare than he oould 
fpMS(Uy ba^e bad at home; all at tbeslender 
ifmptokce, and a. very ilender one it was, in 
-Artfaur'a^ estimation, of being thought 
mieanly of ixy Lady^Racbel, and a few r©- 
^^i^bie persons in the vicinity, and being 
Jiated by a!l the. servants at Widdrington 
iTgwer^excepting Scruton and Joyde. 

As to Bertram, he could no where have 
met^ith a companion more exactly suited 
to him ; , and Margiana soon discovered 
that not even Ethelred and Harold were by 
.nar^ii^ more formed for intimacy than her 
uiicle and Arthur. The latter never saw 
more than it was.^jjpsired he ^ould see ; 
ftstd provided be was well fedi he would 
iTndure to have any thing said to him, or 
be put upon any office whatsoever. 

Yet after awhile, Margiana hardly des^ 
|fited htm more than she did her uncle him* 
a«lf ; for in Bertram there ^as an inborn 
- ^ meanness. 
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meanness, that all endeavours \^ere fruitless 
'tt> conceal ; and he made. frequent attempts 
at behaving \\Mth a certain dignity befitting 
his present rank, that exposed him to the 
secret derision of his nieces, who well 
inew reial dignity to be very unlike his 
imitation of it. . It iseemcd as if be had 
thrown a fitie robe loosely over his sboul- 
-ders, and it was always flying open, not- 
withstanding all his efforts, and discovering 
a patched doublet underneath. The strut 
of a turkey hci mistook for the graccfiil 
pride of a peacock. 

To tbe great mortification of the t^o 
sisters, the storm that began on the day of 
their friend's^departuae^lasted three weeks; 
and the snow in general laid so deep, and 
was besides partially blown" into such 
Tast drifts, that it was impossible for them, 
during the greatest part of that period, to 
move beyond the limits of the castle; T<y 
Genevieve the time appeared insupportably*. 
tedious. Never suffered to be alone with 

V Maiigiana, 
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Marg?ftiia, her uncle and Arthur Wallop 
wefe «o society for her. Lady Rachel con- 
tinued invisible^ and she had met with a 
setere rebuff fromJoycJe, when she once 
introduced the subject of her coustti Ar^ 
lette^ and expressed the strong desire she 
felt to see her. Vainly did Margiana 
strive to wpport her spirits. She seemed 
sinking into a torpor of mind that some- 
times gave serious alarm to her sister^ who, 
had she not hoped for brighter days, would 
tiow. almost' haVe wished her the wife of 
Lord Lothian. — ''A life such as this/' she 
would say, is a burthen, not a blessing, 
Wh^, therefore, when I lie down at night, 
jMed I wish to rise again in the mofning?'''' 

If Margiana gently chided, and spdke dV 
leligioQ, acid submission to the will of Pro* 
yidehce, she stood corrected, and was; 
ailejlt ; bnt^sHe Vrouid retire to her cldsety, 
«iid sitting down on her coffii^'-faed^ wtntkfc 
CiVb way to hopeless aosguisk. 

TO; 
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Td coimtcract this growing and insi* 
diows :melancholy, Margi»na carefully wilh- 
held from her all 3uch objects as might en* 
courage it. She herself wished to see the 
brown tapestry chamber, that Bertram had . 
once mentioned as having been occupied 
by her father, but she foi^bone asking to bo. 
indulged in her fancy, till one very gloomy* 
afternoon, when Genevieve, hatiiig been 
kept awake by the head-achei most of the 
preceding night, li^ lain dowi) ta obtain - 
an hour's repose. 

After a little beijitation, . Joyce granted, 
her reqiiest, , and cpnducted hei* to thet 
apartment. It was ^ larg^ gloomy cham- 
ber, hung, as Bertram, bad described, with; 
tapestry, that represented^ in different, 
shades of brown, stories from holy writ-^ 
Bi^t the figures were horribly and gigantic^ 
and the colqurs-nirere so faded ^ t<^ add to* 
the desolation that prevailed throughout 
the room. The windows Were viery hi^h 
Barrow^ aod n;alh2ng tfas to be seen 
J from 
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from them but the murky sides of the black 
tower, with its turrets aspiring above ; and 
from one of therti, a corner of the battle- 
ments of the castle. 

This is a dismal chamber/' said Mar- 
giana. — " Is it not a part of the black 
tower ? or rather, is not a part of the tower 
above IT?'* 

Joyce hesitated^ but at length said — 
There is nothing above this apartment^, 
lady/' • 

Margiana now turned her eyes towards 
the oaken press, from whence her father's 
will had been taken> and saw lying upon it 
a cloak, the very same she well, reraem-- 
bered to have seen him wear that, morning 
Jie had prevented her disturbing- Lady 
Kothes, and had spoken to her so confiden- 
tially^ on their returning h©me together. 

''Alas ! my dearest father^ peace Be with, 
thy spjrit^^^ said she^ as she took up the 

cloak^. 



cToalc'/WHh min^red tenderness' and re- 
$pect> kissed it. And pressed it to her bo- 
som. 

^ There wei-e'offief articles of at)parel 5h 
the room that -Bad belonged to him. Sh^ 
'noticed them ill^^^afid the'sfghl- bf' thetn 
struck ^ sorrow to hir hearti ^halt coxASt fini 
relief only from tears: She was sflently in- 
dufging in them,- ihobgh Joyce had already 
tfitified some impatience to tegon^, when^ 
half choaked with her sensations, she was 
«dzed With a vidl^t fit of coughing ; and 
almost immediately^ after it ceased^ a loud 
lumbering lioise was heard Overhead, as if 
a heavy piece of Jfurniftfiie had beeh 
thrown down. ' 

" What is that?'* dxdaittted Margianaf, 
itartin^. 

Joyce turned pale, aivd Kfargitoa hrncied 
the trembled.—'* What is it?" repealed 
Ibe; looking sfedfastly^t her.' ^ J * 
' Some of tke servan^^ I strppoee,^^ re^ 
..III p!je4 
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plied the wqmw, recovejring heiselC ^ w&o 
Itiaye blundered, uid thrown somethiiig 
down," 

But the noise was ' over our heads; 
and yoM^t^ld xne j4ist naw. tb«re w»no 
chamber al>qvftit^^pj|rtIlleD4;/^ 
, Js f xonf efn..of your's^ wbethir 
tberf is^ not ;* and I cannot stay, here anf 
iQpigpv tqapsi^er foolish questions. Comf 
amyy lady» oi^ i shall leave ywx httre> \iA 
Uclt yoain." . f 

: Maigititiab m^hiog no afiswer^ Co}Ioi\re< 
lier out t but as: they reitiimed to that pair^ 
0f the castie. with wliich she lyas m>Mi bef- 
4|oiBie acquaiottdi^he carefully 9bsieT>ed 
every winding of the way, and v^>*i9'. 4o0t 
as she passed it ; noticing in particular & 
J^ttle nmow ^hime, 4h^ lQ<»hed'ja^ if it 
led to the chamber above, from ivheoce 

h • f ' ' I f ' ^ ^: - • 
" If I live till tUsMlight/* «he tec4^ 
^i^la^imed^^^ I t{uA. ^>igbt ir be • here 
t-.V '* agai»p 



S35 



Mghin. Wlicre there «6 *«€h hi.y9!ei*y' 
a$ thei^ is 'in tHis tastle^ all cafiirot be 

' She titt^redi fcowen^er^ ntA a tvord ; an* 
^dt makki|r any ik>ite; inH w^m d^WH' }nt>df 
trktye 4^ C0til4 be '&e^tt^ the pd^* 

' She fdurtd hei* unde r^diUj^ a feffef to 
ArAtwf Waffldpi tlifat app«wed *efe|lfy t* 
tereftt bii^. Hcf st&pp^d on her ^ftitrdtioei 
and addiM!6sihg heri said-^'^ Here (tisifial 
]iew8 jttir arriv^edj my dMr «iee^ ; sU^eh/ 
Ifear, as wiH sensibly afBier y^ii'/ kowe^et^ 
y«u «Rlvy Ikivi» It.*^ ' . • . , ^ 

He ^{xitrtng the pApe*- into her' 
bands, she read with hdrrpf, birt nef SWtt 
surpri&e, an iiccouykt aenf (iy iSthefred toliirf 
father, of tlie mUrdef -or^Kitig Itii:har4» "^t: 
Ppntefract Castle. He said it was the pre- 

' vailing 



t 

vailing opinion that Sir Piecs E%ton, and 
several other as^ssini;^ had rushed upoa 
him« and dispatched him with their wea- 
pons ; but that some persons^ who were 
tuspected of being betif r inEomed^ « had 
intimated his having , beefi starv^d^to dealb/ 
in his p^isfm.— *''Pf the 9x,act truth of 
ei<her of thes^ r^port^i"' pursued Ethelre^, 
" J ^npw oothiog ; bat Richard is ceTtajo|]|t 
dead^ and his murderers have as c;ertainly 
drawn on themselves the abhorrence -of ^ 
(Sod and man. My dear fatb'eri I. would 
not be One of thiem for uli the treasuies o£ 
, a Persian despot. I fear this will be a se- 
^ vere shock to my .cousins. I pray your 
comfort them, arid ^qmmend me to . them* 
both. The; King kj^eps me here coQst^tiy: 
employed^ in various ways; and 1 have but 
faint hopes of seeing you before the ap- 
proach af sumaoer. But when I do come, 
Ifhopo my stay with you wiU pot be a short 
9ne. { eAclose ^ Uite^ to Ma^giana, which 
I beg of: you to 2f^^>>^ ^9 i^cr*.''' 

y„ : M^rgiana^ 



• ' Matgiafia/ Whose spirits liad been so 
, lately ^ni so muth depressed, sat mourn- 
IhWy down, !oaded with grief, at the fM6 
of her wretched sovereigfi, and quite fot- 
gdt to ask for her own tefttr, till Bertram 
gave it to her. its principal sui3ject w;ai 
the melancholy event' Etheli'ed had com* 
inunlcated ro his father, thotigh 'he gt-at^ 
fully thanked her foi- fier fecollectidn 
l^m wken Walk>p returned to Londoti. 

She laid It down upon the tabte, ftfteV she 
had read it) without speaking ; whilst Ber-r 
tram/a^ if i-efef^ectihg her feelirtgsl tsrtked to 
Arthuf Wallop t>f ihrfifferent ddtictrnsi till 
the rapper wa)i brought itt llie terriblei^ 
Idoklfig Scrtitoh. ' ' 

" Stich af CotiAfentftieeJ as ifJkirf, profcably, 
.4s Sir PSefs Extbii^,*^ fhoughr' Margiana; 
)fte gaxcd afidm wfthUisgujt^arnd dismay. ; 

BerthM/ ehquirinl^ far ^Stciievrevc/ aie 
^ ' explained 



l^xplam^d ^he o^Mse. af fai^ abae^ce^ and 
strove,, when prfssjgd by uti.c)e;y to eatj 
hui it ipa^ in vain. ^ ^item^jpted to 5M^I« 
^4 f&verUh^ tightness , fa%t6|ie4 
jrouQd her tenjtple^ rY^t, rfcoilectii^f tier 
^^itated scbeoi? for the nij^bit, ^be woid4 
not cxci^ ^pvjr; §HffliQi<Hi%4-«tirinfl; earli^f 
t])im usii^K $lake contioiie^ tbferel<>r0« be* 
l^vf^ till her uncte kim^plC ^em^fl <*5ispo|fi4 
to tbtefi f^jl^wd Jt^JT?*^! ii|\«ard}jr^ 

praying that she might soon be buried* in 
jprofpp^d wpp§^.; . : 

. When left. fil<»i«i> inBWf«l^of' titfdiiewttg^ 
)«fe»< Hb» litllff i on^OB'e aide *f 
b€r:vfi4? «|linMfejf4 |¥h^r^:^h(j M^Ah^i^I^ 
seen some old books upon a) ^j^ji^jr aq^ l^l^f 
ing one of them down> after having exa« 
i|ifne<|l |be« f]»^ec^ ^rtm, she 

jf^up^r it't«i^ ^ colle|^)P))>Qf :44d iI<9Ha» 

iderstood it as well as her own ; and de*- 

likely 
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likely Joyce might be asleep, by any means 
that could prevent her From brooding over 
the sad catastrophe she had just fearried, 
slie sat down by the side of her bed, and 
Irrirnnling her iamp/began to read the stoi'y 
that first occorred^^ It wasentitfei 



tffS JJOX OF BJMMQKDS. 

r; 1 * : • . • . . 

• « Th« churches of the city bf .lTfbinp hafii 
strwk midnight, mi :a ptofound stttlneai 
^evailed, ThBstreetb .wtre'deserted. - No 
fitiman f^om vi^as to ge^n, $ave one, wJbo> 
Wfftppfed. iiT >he t<t)*i jand coarse Vestmentir 
of «(!meiidtc9ctt M^ir, : pscj^ tike paitenitenb 
vith'sIo!(«;andii>€aili»d: steps;: yeib sotho^ 
ibities be; stopped,, and- rdised^ fa«3,.4ye8' to 
Heaven, from whence tLdtizt\iikgtn\tfjie»^ 
cended, vaA then: resumed his pQC^^-slrik* 
ing^: hk^r^vrsr^oss bis hosontK ^Afc^'kruglli^ 
t|aiciing ttoi bnMid Md hanflsomd slt^etV 
he repaiMlpt^ diOi v|testt'p«rtqq]D tto^ cbjs * 

• -J ^ and 
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and turned j^wxi a me^n/alley^ where he 
approached the door of a small Jow house. 
Here he j)aused> and looked around to sec. 
if he \Has , observed, by any passenger who 
ipight chance. St jU to be Avandering at this, 
undue houi;. But np pcrsofx . could be. 
seen. 

From under his garment he drew a ke^^ 
that was stained with blood. 

'Tis much if the lock has not been 
changed," said he. If it has^ I most haVe 
Kcourse to othet measures/' 

He cauitausl^ tried it. It unloxiked the 
door; and 'making no noi3e^ he crept for- 
ward, feeling his way, till he reached a se- 
cond, that was ihut only by a latch, which' 
he lifted up, and listened-^AlI was silence. * 

" Gaetaho Cuprogli!" said he.-^No^ 
aMwer was returned. 

He.advanced*:^ few paces. .Some half- 
eytinguisbed .embei^'were dyiag on the; 
bearib, and a faint noise was heard^ as of 
some onto (Ipprened by^ uneasy. sLoep* . > . 

*' Gaetano 
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Oaetano Oi#progiH" repeated the 

friar. 

Who calls said a shrill, but tremu- 
lous voice. t 

Your friend, the friar CelHno, to 
whom you have given alms. I come, in 
reward of your charity, to reveal to you a 
concealed treasure. Aris/e, while the night 
is dark. Follow me, and I "will conduct 
you to it." 

He heard the man he had a-waKened pre- 
paring to rise ; yet he paused, and asked 
vthe friar of what the treasure consisted ? 

Of precious stones," he replied ; but 
principally of a box of diamonds, the pu- 
rest that ever left the mines of Golconda, 
Do you not work for the lapidaries ?" 

" Yes," the man returned, tremulously 
striking a light, for he was old and decre- 
pid, and presented a liv^g picture of pe- 
nury. — Yes, but I keep a few jewels 
myself." 

You shall have these," pursued the 
.VOL. II, M friar. 



'242 MARGIANA. 

friar, " if you ivill continue to nic your 
^ alms every day when it is high mass, at the 
church of San Pietro. I have made a vow 
of poverty, and dare not touch them my- 
self. But come, be speedy, or the morn- 
ing will dawn ere we accomplish our pur- 
pose." 

The old jeweller hastily threw on his 
clothes, and was preparing to follow his 
guide, when he suddenly stopped, and en- 
quired by what means he had gained ad- 
mijttance ? 

<^ By magic?" answered the friar.— ''^ I 
am acquainted with certain words that have 
the power of making any door fly open.— 
Without their assistance, we could not ap* 
proach the treasure." 

But, as he recrossed the threshold, he 
carefully concealed and secured the bloody 
kdy. * 

The jeweller closed the door of his 
hous6, and they proceeded in silence, as 
the friar led to a distant part of the city. — 

Their 
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Their way laid through . the . mar)^e*- place, 
from whence many streets branched ctut.m 
a variety :of , dire^cUons- Here the friar 
halted. ...... 

Gaetajio/' said he, ^ jpu shall go no 
further, unless you submit tp hav« yout" 
eyes covered. . I know to whom the trea- 
sure belongs, and I will not put myself top . 
much in your power, in caae it should l^e 
missed/' • ' ' ' ^ • 

" Have we much farther to go ?" said 
Gaetano, hesitating. 

No," replied the friaf:^ . 

Gaetano, after a little consideration, 
consented ; and they went on,, the friar 
leading him! • . . 

" Ypu are rich," said the mendicant, 
''though you are believed to be poor, even 
by those lapidaries who emjploy you. I 
know you possess ra^ch. mare than the 
savings of your labour can^ amount to.---: 
Whence originally proceeded your 
wealih?" 

' , " M 2 ' From 
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^' From Wy father/' ansWercd Cdp- 

" But your father had a son by his first 
wife, considerably older than you, who 
succeeded to his property, and his trade as 
a jeweller, and you was the youngest of 
"eleven, by his second, who were all lett to 
Vl^pend upon their own, exertions for^^a 
inaintenance/' 

" Very true," replied CuprogH, who, 
Shearing the mendicant speak of circum* 
stances that had passed so many years be- 
fore, began to fear he was possessed of 
more magic than suflBced for opening 
floors. — You say' very true," returned he; 

but my eldest brother took me, when a 
youth, to work for him; and' as 1 served 
him faithfully, he left *me a handsome 
property when be died/' 

** ftow ! to the ihipbverishment of his 
own children ? Tor he had three s6ns. — 
iTie oldest, his favourite,' was a youthibur- 
teen ytars of age/' 

^' Who 
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Who continued with m^, and I took, 
care of him/' interrupted CuprogbV 

" Aqd where is he now 

" I know not. He rah away from me^ 
long ago. : He afterwards se;nt for his bro- 
thers to come to him, and I. have never; 
lieard of him or them since." ' : 

" Stop here/' said the friar, " we have 
reached the place.— Here is a door to^ 
ojpen/' 

He prppounced three Turjcish words.— 
"they went through, and advanced along a 
dark passage. 

Halt iagain !*' cried the , mendicant.- — 
^' You are now going to descend some 

stairs; be careful; count /the number of 

r. ♦ • . , . . . ^ 

steps. Now you are at the landingr-place^ 
How many wei'e there 

Seven?' replied Gaetano. 
" Go on^ — Here are some more. Count * 
these also. What is their nu mber ? " 
" Five/' said Cuprogli, trembling. 
You are right. Now tell me to which 
M 3 ^ hand 
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fiand we must tum to reach the remaining 
four?" 

*• I know not/* answered Cuprogli, in a 
faint voice. 

" It is fake/' said the friar, jsolemnly ; — ^ 
" you know full well, ff you refuse to 
speak, I leave you here in darkness, to pe- 
rish with hunger. To which side must we 
turn 

" O Santo Beneditto!" exclaimed the 
old man, " abandon me not ! There are 
four steps on the left of us." 

Come on then," said the friar; I 
\vill lead you." 

A profound silence ensued. They tra- 
Tersed a second passage, and arrived at the, 
top of four steps. 

The old man shook so violently in every 
joint, that the friar almost supported him 
to the bottom. He then conducted hiiu 
through another door, which opened into a 
sipall vaulted room, wherein stood a lamp, 
burning upon an old chesty cTecaying with 

.damp 
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damp and age, at either end of which sat a 
man dressed in black. 

Push the covering from your eyes/* 
said* the friar, '' and look around you.^ 

As well as his shaking hands could per-* 
form their office, Cuprogli obeyed; but' 
his glazed eyes beheld no ©bject. He- 
moved not, nor raised ihem from .the 
ground. - 
Look up/' said the friar.— '^ There 
stands a chest in yonder corner. Go to it. 
l^amine ite contents. Perhaps you will, 
find the treasure there." 

The aid man, stiffening into an attitude 
of horror, stood stilh 

The two men in black slowly arose, ' 
placed the lamp upon the floor, and raised 
the lid of the chest. The friar drew 
from his bosom the key tha/t was stained- 
with blood, and holding it up before Cyp- 
rogli, sternly said — " Is not this key more 
than it appears ? Is there not a dagger con- 
cealed within its shaft 

M 4 G^etana 



Gaetono uttered a shriek, and feH to the 
^ound. 

• Villain !*' exclaimed the mendicant, 
seizing him in his powerful grasp, " with 
this infernal instrument, afid in this, ac- 
cursed place, didst thou murder him who 
fostered thee, and made thy pre}' of his 
possessions, defrauding his helpless chil- 
dren. Behold all that is left of his sad re- 
mains, long agO; mouldered in yonder 
chesi of death! I am. the eldest of thy ne- 
pJiQ,wSi he whom thy cruel treatment forced 
upon a pitiless world, to avoid starving at. 
home. Vnateerved hy thee^ I had watched 
thee, and seen thy guilt, though I bu*. 
ried the consciowsness of it in mine own 
br^t tin I: should be;aJ[)Ie to take revenge. 
Twenty-y^ven years have I been in Egypt, 
a slave tOi the fioJIowens of Mahomet^ but in 
ey-ery da^ge^ I preserved this; key of the 
door of my fjaither'&d welling) trusting^ since 
ithad acduplical^, that the. lock might not 
be changed ; and I never, fgr an hour,, lost 

... sight 



sight of my design. When my Ijrotbers 
discovered and released me, I returned, tor. 
accomplish it wkh them, aod now thy; last 
moments are at hand/' 

At the instant that he oeased> the twa- 
ypunger brothers. rushed forward, and the 
Ud pf the chesti falling down with a> loud, 
noise, the pretended friar. shQOH the conr ; 
cealed dagger from the key, and plunging 
it into the thrpat of the wjcted Gup- 
rogli I u,/ ^ 



Jqstj as. Afargiana ha.d reafl thi^f far, sl^e; 
heard ajnt unusual sounfl 2itj the remote end. 
of her chamber, which, was} inVjolved in, 
da/kness. She listened r it gai^spd; near % 
minute, and she fancied she had been mis- 
taken ; but it recurred, and she was con- 
vinced of its. reality. She raised her lamp, 
and directed its. feeble rays to\v:afd&the ob- 
6c>iritj^, but.i)othing was. discernible,, ex- 
cept. 
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c^pt, she thought, a gentle waving of the 
liangings, as if some person was behind 
them. Her eyes fixed upon the spot> she 
stood without motion ; and presently a 
division in the arras, which she had ne\er 
observed before, was cautiously opened/ 
ahd from it issued a man, enveloped from- 
head to feet in a long black cloak. 

Her immediate suspicions fell upon 
Scruton, and she believed he was c&me 
with a design to murder her. Instinctively 
she shrieked ; and" flying from him, still 
holding the lamp, reached the first door of 
the armoury, which she had the presence of 
mind to secure, with all its bolts, notwith^ 
standing the man's assurances that he in- 
tended her no evil, and his vehement en- 
treaties that she would stay and hear 
him. 

Deaf to every plea but that of terror, 
fihe speeded across the armoury, and dowa 
the stairs towards the great haU^. in hopes 

her 
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her uncle might not yet be gone to rest, 
without reflecting, that if indeed the per- 
son who had alarmed her wali Scruton, andT 
that he came with a wicked design^ he was 
probably authorised by Beriram himself. 

As she reached the door leading into the* 
hall, this frightful idea occurred to her; 
and overcome with dread, her feet Paltered 
when she would have turned back; to re- 
pair to her sister's apartment. Half faint- 
iiig, she was forced to lean against the door. 
An instant sufficed to recover her, but the 
noise had djsturbed those within/and it was^ 
immediately opened by Scruton himself, 
followed by her uncle, fear and i^urprise ia 
the looks of both. 

<. 

In accents of dismay, Bertram asked her 
thre cause of her alarm, and with tolerable 
coherence she related what she had seen ; 
but the instant he understood she had fas* 
tened her door on the outside, without 

waiting 



^Sr IfARGIANAr 

^?iting to hear another word, he bade her. 
stay in the hall till his return^ and hasten^, 
with Scru ton up stairs. . 

They found the door of the armoury^ 
bolted, as when she had left it, but beyond 
it, within l^et chamber/ nq^ person was ta 
be. found ; axvd. eyery . pprt of the room^ 
md every thing in ifj speared, ifi. its iisuaL 
state. They; eps;ax« jned th^ hapgfpgi^i a J tb^^ 
furiher end, fro4U^\yJheuqe,fih^ d^sp-jibed ijie^ 
apparition to have iss^j^d^ aad th^y.fqund; 
the division.she had spoJcen of. TJie waj]> 
I^i>;e;ver, was splid^ bjehind. it, afiji conti- 
niied so as, faj; as, it propeeded^ B^t wberci 
% partition of wood intervpne4,' dividing, 
the adjoining apartment frop>; Ma/giana\ 
Scruton discovered a pannel that gave way 
ta, his, pressjuxe<» He pushed it hacK and 
Ba5s?/ed through the vacanjcy.^fjith ease, Berr^ 
tram:stilt following. 

Their. ei^ctat^onsj were raised; but io; 

the 
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^!ie next room nothing was to be seen of 
unusual appjsarance. Two doors led fronoi 
jt> and they divided, to examine beyond 
them both ; but only Bertram had a light, 
and their several i;earch was vain« 
' . - • » 

After spending a considerable time, to 
iia purpose, they returned into the hall, 
where they found Margiana waiting in the 
utmost anxiety, which was rather height- 
ened than dispelled, by their report of the 
ill access they had met with. 

*'You must sle^ naThpw in that apart- 
ment," said Bertram, untiJJHihi^dered 
secure. For the remainder of this night, I 
make no doubt you will condescend to a 
share of Joyce's bed, and Scruton shall sit 
up to watch the avenues of the castle. 

Margiana made no objection ^ this ar-* 
rangement, which, at any ot^er time, 
might have inspired her with inexpressible 

: - . : T jiiisgust, 
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disgust, hut sufTefed her uncle, unresisting- 
ly, to conduct her himself to Joyce's roona', 
where she retired to bed with the least pos- 
sible noise, for fear of disturbing her sisfet 
in the adjoining closet, from whom she de- 
termined carefully to conceal this alarming 
adveaiure. 
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